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Set up to increase the effectiveness 





of missionaries, the Missionary 
Technical Course, although only two years 
old, is already bringing invaluable results. 
Moody-trained technician, Frank Mathis, for 
example, is serving in the needy field 
of Peru under the Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
Through his use of mission aircraft, he 

made possible the equivalent of a year’s 
missionary work in less than two months. 

This squeezing of months into days is typical of 
the training Moody gives — training to do the Lord's 
work with the utmost efficiency. 

The Missionary Technical Course is but one of eight 
which prepare young people for every kind of 
Christian service. You, like 1,400 others each year, 
Senacnteanccetens may receive this specialized preparation to serve the 
“Old in cand Lord effectively in these days when specialization and 
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speed are so necessary and the time may be so short. 
facilities and sutlook” 
MOODY Bilte |ntitute 


820 N. LASALLE ST. © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


Dr. William Culbertson, president Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 


























",... the tree is known by its fruit’’ 





This bit of Scripture might be applied fittingly to many fields of endeavor— 
but especially to education. And why? Because a school is known largely by its 
Fruit—those men and women it trains and graduates year by year. 


Founded almost a century ago, Wheaton College has remained steadfastly true 
to its historic motto, “For Christ and His Kingdom.” Today its alumni are found 
in positions of leadership in business, the professions, vocations, as well as in 
Much of the credit for the fine record of Wheaton graduates can be attributed 

to a devoted, Christian faculty, personally interested in the intellectual and 
spiritual development of every student. Members of the Wheaton teaching staff 
are well-qualified for their respective positions, both academically and spiritually. 
The fruit of their labors is evidence that spiritual nurture goes hand-in-hand 
with academic excellence, giving the student a mighty anchor, an unshakable 
faith in Christ. 

Still another factor merits recognition. Down through the years many individuals 
and groups, fully in accord with the ideals and objectives of Wheaton, have 
contributed gifts both large and small, making possible the steady growth 

and development of our educational program. Together with these, we invite 
you to share through Christian stewardship in the 
fruit-bearing of this tree. 


Write for attractive brochure, Training for Christ in a 
World of Crises. Address Room & 91 
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JAPAN is the proof 


Would you like proof that mass evangelism 
on the foreign mission field really preduces 
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PRAYERS FOR ADVERTISERS 


I read the articles over and over, always 
with profit. I get a blessing out of even 
the advertisements. They are informative, 
and it is soul-stirring to see that the Lord 
has so many devoted servants in so many, 
many different lines of work. While I 
have nothing I can give to the worthy 
causes, I can (and usually do) pray for 
the workers, as I look over the ads. Who 


' would not be led to pray for and rejoice 


in the work.of The Pocket Testament 
League? I am happy in the belief that 
such a work is of God —but this is “just 
an ad,” as people say. 

I was particularly glad to see your en- 
dorsement of the Scofield Reference Bible. 
It has helped me in a large and blessed way 
‘for thirty years. 


Haroitp Houston Leacu. 
Staunton, Virginia 


EVERY WORD HELPS 


Your articles published in Erernrry have 
been a great help to me. Your stand on the 
Federal Council of Churches I am thankful 
for, and your favorable comment on the 
Scofield Bible. I have found this Bible 
just as you expressed it “a great help to 
a baby Christian.” Every word in your 
magazine tea me grow in Christian grace. 


Mrs. H. C. Gove. 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 
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results for the Kingdom of God? 










Write for our folder, “Japan Is 
the Proof,” which shows how God 
has used mass evangelism in Japan 
to win multiplied thousands to the 
Lord and to strengthen and widen | 
the ministry of established missions. 





WM. H. “DIETZ, INC. 


10 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago 3, lil 
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CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THIS GREAT MINISTRY. 













Are You in Need of a Season of 
Change, Convalescence or Rest? 
“Rabbit Hill"—a small guest home for 
women — offers you a refined Christian 
atmosphere — the quiet of. country life— 
appetizing meals, daintily served. Con- 
venient transportation. Open all year. 
For details, write — Miss Lucy Powel, 

R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 
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To Hear Faithful Preaching naa: 






















WASHINGTON, D. C. ATLANTA, GA. 
PRYOR STREET 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sth & Seuath Careline Ave., S.E. i 606 PRYOR ST., S.W. a A, GA. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) f George Scetchmer, Minister 
sunday Serviess 11:90 AM. and 748 P.M. saan hn ar aan thee ; pats ae 
WHERE THE op rasnionss GOSPEL Is. A Bible Cente dD Min rb > Blocks os 
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
e w . Chelsea Presbyterian Church 
se AMI BEACH Sunday oe 10:30 Fen P.M 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH , -M. and 9:90 P.M. 
ed a Faces eigen memes 8 ra 


DR. WILLIS E. GARRETT. Past 


I Cor. 1:18 
Preaching the Book, the Blood, the 7 
=; REY. MILTON N. LEININGER, Pastor 







































PHILADELPHIA, PA. PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 
TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH P m4 _ rc 
“Ss RESB HURCH 
* ee Gee ee Lincoln _ at Montana St. 
Sunday Services 10:48 A.M. and. 7:45 P.M. Pg ty ae 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, Minister Sunday Broadcast KXLA 5:30 to 6:00 P.M. 
Boternettunsiiy- news Beate Bapestte. Mid-week — —_ —. Wed., 7:30 P.M. 
Editor, Eternity Magazine Rev. OSCAR RAYMOND LOWRY, F — 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 
728 et WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 






“HAVING LOVED HIS OWN 4s Reem BY 
HE LOVED THEM UNTO THE END” John 13:1 


A SPIRITUAL. MINISTRY 

Preaching Christ, the living Saviour, to the Jews across the Amer- 
ican Continent, in Great Britain, Belgium, Germany, Poland, 
and Israel. ‘ 

Maintaining a Church of Jewish Believers in San Francisco. 

House-to-house visitationGospel services—-Visiting D.P. Camps 
and homes in Europe. : 

Distribution of the Word of God and Christian lite: ature in many 
languages. 

Radio broadcast in Yiddish (Station HCJB, Quito, Ecuador, South 
America) with a potential global coverage. 


A RELIEF MINISTRY 

Helping distressed Hebrew Christians, Displaced Persons, Refu- 
gees and especially children and orphans, in Israel, Europe 
and America. 

Showing forth the love of Christ to Israel. 

A Witness to the Jews, and a challenge to the Christians. 

Will you make this Christlike ministry a channel of 
your love and testimony to Israel? 


President Treasurer General Secretary 
Josern M. Steere Dr. Josern T. Barran Rev. Vicron BuUKSBAZEN 
Treasurer for Canada. 


Rev. Bauce Mizaa, B.A., B.D. f 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario, Canada °**"- T- 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of ETERNITY: 
September 2, 9, 16, 30—Tenth Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia; September 3, 
10, 17, 24—St. Luke's Lutheran Church, 
46th Street west of 8th Ave., New York 
City; September 18-23— Memphis Union 
Mission, Memphis, Tenn.; September 4, 11, 
25 — Baptist Temple, Detroit, Mich.; Sep- 
tember 5, 12, 26— Goss Memorial Re- 
formed Church, Akron, Ohio; September 
6, 13, 27—First Evangelical Church, 
McKeesport, Penna.; September 7, 14, 28—- 
Point Breeze Presbyterian Church, Pitts- 
burgh, Penna. : 

Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown: 
September |!-3— Mennonite Bible Confer- 
ence, south of Allentown, Pa.; September 
8-14—Bible Conference, Methodist Church, 
Paulsboro, N. J.; September 22 — Youth 
Meeting, Hamburg, Penna.; September 24, 
25 —N.A.E. Conference, North Syracuse, 
N. Y; September 30 — Methodist Church, 
Collingswood, N. J. 

Peter Joshua, Evangelist and Bible Conference 
Speaker: August 27-September 3 — Buffalo, 
New York Bible Conference: September 23 
through Cctober 3— Word Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church, Detroit, Mich. 

William A. Mierop, President, Philadelphia 
Bible Institute, Philadelphia: September 2, 
9— Broadway Presbyterian Church, New 
York; September 15— Pottstown Youth 
Center, Inc., Pottstown, Penna.; September 
16— Bible Protestant Church, Hollister- 
ville, Penna.; September 17— Hyde Park 
Bible Institute, Scranton, Penna.; Septem- 
ber 22—Y.W.CA., Atlantic City, N. J.; 
September 23— Francis Childs Methodist 
Church, Collingswood, N. J.; September 
25 through 28—Laymen's Bible Group, 
Westminster, Maryland; September 28 — 
Youth Meeting, Forrest Church, Parkton, 
Maryland (2:00 P.M.); September 29 — 
Youth for Christ, Greenmount, Maryland. 


(CON THE MARCH FOR CHRIST, 
—— Color and black ang 


C POWER OF THE BLOOD, 30 min. 


Color and black and white 
Cl) HIS BEQUEST, 16 min. Black 
and white 











Quarterly publication—ISRAEL MY GLORY—Informative, Scriptural, Challenging 
Sent to all contributors and also on request 








Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Clifton 


Heights, Pa. 
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Tracts for Wide Free Distribution. 
This is Your Opportunity to Share in 
This Ministry Today. 
Seripture Tract Fellowship. 
HARRY J. SWAN 


Central Post Office Box 67 
TOKYO, JAPAN 
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THE GIFT 








GIVING THAT 
PRODUCES 
AN 
INCOME 





You, like thousands of other Christians, can solve your financial problems in 

this unique way. By placing your funds ($100, $500, $1000 and upward) in 

Moody annuities you are assured of generous, unchanging financial returns for 

the rest of your life . . . and yet you have the satisfaction of knowing that 

— your gifts you are training young men and women to win souls for 
rist. 


Complete satisfaction and assurance will be yours by liaving returns not 
affected by business ups and downs, and not requiring the worrisome attention 
usual investments do. Yet you will experience joy, because your gift makes 
possible the spread of the gospel to the ends of the earth—through Moody- 
trained missionaries, gospel-science films and the other world-wide Moody 
ministries. 


THE RECORD 


» 


The Institute’s 44-year record of paying all dividends, without fail, on the due 
date assures every annuitant of unchanging and dependable returns. A large 
reserve fund, plus the corporate assets of the Institute, are back of all Moody 
annuity agreements. Thousands have attested to the peace of mind brought 
about by the regularity of their annuity checks. 


THE DIVIDEND 
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At regular intervals throughout your lifetime you will receive a check, the 
amount of which will be based on your age when the agreement is issued. And 
don’t forget—there is more than just the fnancial return . . . you receive another 
dividend, for your funds are helping take the gospel to those who have never 
heard it. 





THE INTERESTING BOOKLET 


Moody Bible institute, 820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10, Ill. 
Douste Divipennds, TELLS : 
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I recently saw a moving picture of 
life in Korea just before the out- 
break of the war. The tender plants 
in the rice seed beds were shown and 
then the arduous, tedious work of 
transplanting them. Scores of peas- 
ants, in the mud and water almost to 
their knees, were carrying on the 
backbreaking work of implanting 
the tender shoots in the mud so that 
they might grow properly in the rice 
beds. The commentator then said, 
“These poor peasants never ate the 
rice that grew from these fields, in 
fact the rice was never harvested. 
Before it had come to maturity the 
Communist hordes had swept down 
from the north and these very fields 


were overrun with the machines of 


war.” 

I have been haunted by that picture 
and those words ever since I saw 
them. They have come to me with 
special force because of a letter I have 
just received from one of our mis- 
sionaries in China. She acknowledged 
a gift that we sent her and said, “In 
your Missionary Week letter to the 
congregation you said, “There are 
some things we do that carry with 
them the quality of doing them for 
the last time.’ This sentence is very 
true for us missionaries, as we are 
having to withdraw. The farewells 
all have the consciousness that most 
probably we will not be seeing our 
friends face to face on earth again.” 


I must confess that I live with the 
constant thought that many things 
I am now doing are being done for 
the last time. I am writing this edi- 
torial on the Pacific Coast and have 
just driven, between meetings, across 
the southern part of the United 
States. It is, of course, necessary to 
make plans for the future and I have 
accepted engagements for future 
work, but who knows what is in store 
for us. Almost everything now car- 
ries with it the quality of doing it for 
the last time. We may hope that we 
may be spared until the last breath 
or the coming of the Lord, to work 
while it is day. Everywhere, how- 
ever, we see the angels gathering the 
believers into bundles and we see the 
tares being gathered into bundles. 
The division between Biblical reality 
and the froth of a carnal churchianity 
is eyerywhere more striking. The 
darkest hour is just before dawn. 
“The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand” (Rom. 13:12). We must learn 
to walk as children of the day even 
while the night deepens. The time 
is short (1 Cor. 7:29). 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 


the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 
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ANDREW MACBEATH 
Toronto Bible College 


T successive stages of his earthly 
y , pnrrees the believer feels as 
though God has put him back in the 
melting-pot. Youth had its heart-shak- 
ing decisions and its sore trials, but the 
testings that come later often seem 
more fierce and pitiless. “What have 
I done to deserve this?” the worldly 
person asks, as though injustice had 
disclosed itself within the heart of 
things. But anyone who has looked 
into the face of Jesus says within 
his heart, “What is my Father aiming 
at in this that has befallen me? What 
is He trying to secure?” After the 
first shock of trouble’s onset, ask that 
question. The very effort to discover 
His purpose will rob unwelcome 
happenings of their power to plunge 
us in despair, and a further benefit 
will be our ceasing to chafe and be 
impatient, since so clearly God Him- 
self is taking pains with us. 


Mature Faith 


Faith, faith as the soul’s response 
to Himself, is the one thing on which 
God has set His heart. “Without 
faith it is impossible to please Him.” 
With increase of experience we begin 
to discover why it must be so. Life 
is God’s school, and its most pro- 
longed lesson is the lesson of trust- 
ing Him. Trust, as we can realize, 
involves an intimate relationship be- 
tween two persons —a relationship 
based on knowledge, and creating 
love, then issuing in action. Faith, 
therefore, brings into play sugh other 
activities of the soul as we decline to 
reckon of primary importance, for 
only faith is indispensable. “Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was ac- 
counted to him for righteousness.” 
But that initial, venturing faith of 
Abraham’s was refined in a furnace 
seven times heated when Isaac, the 
long-delayed offspring of promise, 
seemed to be claimed for slaughter 
on Moriah’s height. Faith, like the 
fabled phoenix, rose with new pinions 
from the fire which threatened to 
extinguish it. And it is faith, mature 
and disciplined, deep-rooted faith, 
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that God proposes we should garner 
from the fields of varying fortune. 


But why faith? Our first answer 
is, because faith alone is the guaran- 
tee of unceasing readjustment. By 
way of illustration, consider the ex- 
perience of a recent writer, reared 
in a rationalist home. “I grew up in 
complete isolation from the Christian 
faith. No church, no Sunday-school, 
no prayers at my mother’s knee, just 
the pleasant existence of a spoiled 
child in moderately prosperous cir- 
cumstances, growing up in a spiritual 
vacuum, as jealously guarded against 
the love of God as against the sins 
of men. That is where I began, and 
this is where I am now, writing a 
book that seeks to commend Chris- 
tianity.” 


Readjustment 

At the tender age of six and seven, 
the writer had been accustomed to 
having a portion read to him at bed- 
time not from the Bible, but from a 
rationalist book entitled Savage Sur- 
vivals, but that it was a living faith 
to which in God’s mercy he was 
brought his own words best attest. 
What here he narrates of his con- 
version stands as abiding witness to 
faith’s nature and the readjustment 
it must always involve, for he writes: 
“In the depths of himself the man 
maturing towards conversion knows 
that the faith will insist on doing un- 
comfortable things with him once it 
gets him in its power. No man rel- 
ishes the prospect of having the ac- 
cepted pattern of his life redesigned 
for him. There is that in Christianity 


aii 


which persistently humiliates and 
ruthlessly criticizes the believer, and 
it will not be denied. When God 
calls, man sometimes comes, but he 
comes, if he comes, reluctantly and 
nervously at first. There is an ex- 
citement and joy in the faith which 
overcomes the reluctance and the 
fear, but not immediately.” 

If God has set His heart on seeing 
us transformed so as to bear the 
image of the heavenly, and if He 
plans that we should be renewed in 
the spirit of our mind, there could 
not have been a more appropriate 
claim for our enduring response than 
God’s claim for our faith. Not merely 
at conversion is there reluctance and 
unwillingness to go all the way in 
readjustment that God asks, but 
right on until life’s latest breath. 
That is why the harassed and tempted 
believer often finds as much as the 
young convert finds in the simple line 
of the evangelistic hymn: “Only 
trust Him, only trust Him, only trust 
Him now.” 

The fear to venture rises in the 
heart, and we shrink back from faith 
that launches us (it seems) upon the 
void. Yet if our personal relationship 
with God is to grow, the growth can 
only come by ventures and by test- 
ings. “Prove Me now herewith,” 
says God, and “if any man draws 
back, My soul shall have no pleasure 
in him.” Faith alone is the guarantee 
to God that all His will shall be em- 
braced, and every step will be taken 
as His unfolding plans are known. 


Expectancy 

Faith pleases God for a second 
reason: It expresses the soul’s in- 
finite expectancy. In times of tumult, 
speculation and unrest like these in 
which we live, men easily become 
listless.and tend to cynicism. They 
ask, “Who will show us any good?” 
Among them we shine as lights in the 
world because our hearts are bright 
with hope. The tribute that we bring 
to God before principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places is the 
tribute of eagerly looking forward to 
what He is going to do. Not only is 
this true of our Advent Hope, but 
all our future days are. gilded with 


a child’s delight in the surprises that ~ 


our Father plans. 


Are you doing what you would wish to do on the day of His coming? 
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Obviously, it is those who know 
God best who have th® brightest 
faith. Not the pampered and un- 
buffeted souls embrace the future, 
but those who have spelled out the 
love of God in a crisis that took from 
their hands great possessions in 
order thaf on them God might bestow 
Himself. Undaunted souls these are, 
for they have nothing more to lose, 
and having Him they cannot be im- 
poverished. 


Intimacy With God 

So personal this bond of associa- 
tion and of fellowship has become 
that God’s faithfulness is reflected 
from His children’s faith with the 
same radiant clearness as heaven’s 
blue is mirrored in a mountain lake. 
God, if we may dare to-say it, has 
achieved self-expression in the heart 
and life of one of His children, and 
* the responding trust and joyous re- 
pose of His child has blessed God 
with a gladness that he long had 
sought. With faith, O how possible 
it is to please Him! 


If, like Job, a Christian stands 
beside a grave that holds the casket 


of a son or daughter, there comes a 
God-given instinct that declares, 
“Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
In an extremity of pain, a father 
once thus challenged said to the dying 
child’s mother: “We are not going to 
behave as God were taking 
our delight: we are going to give her 
to Him.” 


A trust and love like that speaks 
volumes for what has passed between 
the soul and God in uneventful days 
before the testings came. And when 
the books are opened, nay, when 
saints are seen in glory, now com- 
plete in Him, it will be the long story 
of intimacy and trust and obedience 
which will have woven the texture 
of their inmost being. 


Faith Endures 


Time is God’s crucible, and the 
faith that is being tested is much 
more precious than the gold that 
perisheth. Time is the element in 
which faith now finds its exercise but 
faith belongs by nature to eternity. 
The pains of growth and change and 
adaptation which faith brings bear 





Recipe fon Mass (Circulation 





filled as follows: 
Advertising—644 inches 


Sports—388 inches 


Fiction—109 inches 


Popular songs—67 inches 
Society gossip—22 inches 


and bigamy). 


News of the World, a London weekly, has the biggest circulation of all 
newspapers or magazines in the world—8 million. What is the secret of this 
success? George Blake, a noted British journalist, tried to find an answer 
to this question. He took a copy and measured the space which in this 
particular issue was allotted to the different subjects. That issue had 16 
pages of 7 columns, each 22 inches high. The ‘2,450 inches of space were 


Crimes and love affairs—547 inches 
Politics and economics—185 inches 
Theatre, movies, radio—93 inches 


Lost and found—Medical and legal advice—70 inches 


Miscellaneous (crossword puzzles, etc.)—325 inches 


Of the 547 inches (24 columns!) dedicated to crimes and love affairs, 
the largest space—112 inches—was reserved for matrimonial troubles (divorce 








The nature of a bird is known by what it eats in the field. A dove and a 
buzzard fly over the same field. One looks 
dead horse. Could there be any greater illustration than the above to show 
that humanity as a whole is depraved and abandoned by God to its lusts? 


for a tender leaf, the other for a 











witness to faith’s heavenly source and 
quality. That is why Paul says that 
tongues shall cease and knowledge 
prove like period furniture, but faith 
endures. 


Faith, therefore, has to be paid for. 
That is what our Lord implied when 
He said, “I counsel thee, buy of Me 
gold tried in the fire.” The words are 
not an echo of Isaiah 55. They do 
not refer to what is bought without 
money and without price. This gold 
Christ mentions must be bought, and 
the price we pay is chastening, test- 
ings; untoward experiences, up- 
heavals, and deaths oft. 


Beyond Time 


With nothing, perhaps, has God to 
wage such long war as with im- 
patience in His children. Like 
Pliable we all would be at journey’s 
end just when we start. So little 
grasp have we of what eternity in- 
volves, we assume that God is satis- 
fied that we have come to Him, and 
now can give us Heaven! What has 
to be purged out we little guess. It 


_ is only an old believer of Alexander 


Whyte’s deep insight who can know 
the plague of his own heart, and see 
the magnitude of the task that the 
Redeemer set Himself when He 
undertook to “take away all iniquity.” 
This was the request that the Spirit 
of God conveyed to our hearts and 
lips (Hos. 14:2) and through our 
lifetime that has been the prayer 
which God has been in process of 
answering. 


See then how wide and deep the 
range and scope of faith has been — 
more than we knew! Faith’s portrait 
gallery in Hebrews 11 contains the 
men and women with the long-term 
view, who looked beyond time’s 
mockery for vindication afterwards. 
This is the victory that overcometh 
the world. What is? The attitude 
amid the frantic seconds, ticking, 
tacking by, that waits with _ patient 
hope, the faith that looks beyond 
the feverish seconds over the stretch: 
ing years and reckons for eternity. 
What from the flames of earth’s con- 
vulsions and its fervent heat could 
abide and be an everlasting garland 
and a diadem but faith? 


“The life that I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God who loved me and gave Him- 
self for me.” 


THe Enp 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S ANTIDOTE 

It is almost incredible, but it is neverthless 
true, that in half-inch black headlines The New 
York Times Magazine recently announced “The 
Antidote for Atomic Jitters,” and what was the 
antidote? “It is activity in community service 
projects, especially ones relating to the threat of 
war.” In other words, there shall be wars and 
rumors of wars, learn to wrap bandages. Or, 
there shall be wars and rumors of wars, join the 
civil defense corps. If you can’t do any of these, 
you may knit sweaters for the boys. The Chris- 
tian still knows that only “perfect love casteth 
out fear,” and it is not our love but His. If we 
are untroubled in the midst of this world, it is 
because we know who is on the throne and because 
we know that if a bomb or anything else should 
hit us it would merely be a quick passage to Heav- 
en: “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on Thee because he trusteth in 
Thee” (Isa. 26:3). 


POSTSCRIPT ON THE IRISH CRISIS 

Mr. de Valera has become Prime Minister of 
Ireland at the organization of Parliament follow- 
ing the recent election. Though his party was in 
the minority he was elected by the votes of sev- 
eral independents who sided with him. One of 
these was Dr. Noel Browne and his former col- 
league Dr. French on the grounds that Mr. de 
Valera’s party was the only one capable of giving 
the country stable government. For similar rea- 
sons, Captain Peter Cowan whose bitter speech 
against the Roman Catholic Bishops we recorded 
in our last issue sided with de Valera. Thus 
Costello and the other Ministers who accepted the 
degraded position before the Bishops are now 
ousted from the government. 


NO PLACE TO HIDE 

It was proven recently that the New York 
Police Department had been falsifying its rec- 
ords and making the city appear to have much 
less crime than in reality it had. The revelation 
forced the city to present honest reports and the 
first one issued shows the city felonies up 35%, 
making New York one of the most criminally 
active cities in the country. This report, of course, 
includes only the cases that were reported. It will 
take the judgment day to bring out all the rest, 
but they will come out. 

Thornton Wilder in his recent book, The /des 
of March, writes the following: “It is difficult, 
my dear Lucius, to escape becoming the person 


which others believe one to be. A slave is twice 
enslaved, once by his chains and once again by 
the glances that fall upon him-and say, “Thou 
slave.’ A dictator is believed to be niggardly of 
benefits, incalculable in displeasure, jealous of 
capable men, athirst for flattery, and not ten but 
twenty times a day I feel myself drifting toward 
those qualities and must draw back sharply.” 
The Lord wrought a remarkable transforma- 
tion when He came. Even the world psychology 
was turned upside down for those who believe in 
Christ. God tells us that the slave who becomes a 
Christian is the Lord’s own free man. He also 
tells us that the free man who becomes a Christian 
becomes -the Lord’s own bondslave. It makes no 
difference what.we have been or what our present 
circumstances, it is the life of the Lord within us $ 
that will enable us to turn away from the natural 
feelings and inclinations of our calling or posi- 
tion and become what we ought to be in Christ. 


“MORALS SINCE 1900" 


A new book by a well-known modernistic theo- 
logian contains several interesting confessions that 
bring despair to modernistic reviewers. Gerald 
Heard is the author of the book, “Morals Since 
1900.” Reinhold Niebuhr reviews it in the N. Y. 
Times Book Review Supplement. A few sentences 
are illuminating. “In the first of the book’s four 
sections, a survey of ‘the political process’ brings 
Heard to the conclusion that ‘imperialism has 
failed because it did not understand that it could | 
only advance if its unquestioned moral prestige 
prepared a welcome for it,’ while liberalism failed 
‘because it could only hold men by their inherent 
psycho-social sympathy’.” And again, “Heard dis- 
cusses developments under the headings of force, 
sex, wealth, words, and thought. In these realms 
almost everything has gone wrong. ‘Man seems 
in his use of force in the last fifty years to have 
reached complete frustration.’ ‘Man has proved 
himself a fraud as long as we treated him as an eco- 
nomic machine. His physical self-interest must 


>»? 


compel him to betray us’. 

Niebuhr goes on to comment, approvingly it 
seems, on the conclusion of Heard that there is 
hope in the sciences. But then, in the final para- 
graph, there is the sad confession: “It is not quite 
clear why everything seems to have gone wrong 
in man’s actual history while there are so many ' 
hopeful elements in the conclusions of the scien- 
tists. Yet since this is so, one must hope that the 
scientists will agree with Mr. Heard’s conclusions 
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in their respective fields. If not, we 
will really be undone.” 


The last, Dr. Niebuhr, is the truest 
sentence in your review. The scien- 
tists, of course, will not agree with 
Mr. Heard’s conclusions and we will 
be undone. The reason is that men 
like you who are in the theological 
seminaries have turned away from 
God’s Word and God’s ways and are 
turning out ministers who are minis- 
ters of death instead of ministers of 
life. You, in your seminaries, claim to 
be liberal. You are so liberal you allow 
a rabbi, a priest, or an infidel to come 
in and talk, each about his brand of 
religion, but you are totally intolerant 
when it comes even to listening to 
Biblical Christianity. When, in a gen- 
eration, have you invited someone 
who really believes that the Bible is 
the absolute Word of God to speak 
to your students for even one hour? 
And you are contributing to the de- 
linquency of the churches by your 
failure to allow the truth of God to 
come even once into the hearing of 
. your students. You call yourselves 

liberals! And you have become the 
true obscurantists of the modern age. 


FRANCE MOVES FROM COMMUNISM 


Recent French elections once more 
illustrate the trend which we have 
announced for several years, namely 
that Communism would not come to 
Western Europe but that these lands 
would remain “Fascist” to the end. 
The movement away from Com- 
munism is sufficiently marked that 
General DeGaulle put out a claim to 
be Prime Minister. 


LOOKING FOR THE MESSIAH 


An interesting news item from 
Jerusalem records the story of a 
small group of Jews in Israel who 
want that nation to disappear as a 
state. These people are members of 
what is known as the Neturei Karta 
and the members are orthodox Jews. 
Their leader said recently, “The 

ews do not need a state until the 

essiah comes. They should live 
among the Gentiles until then as the 
Torah says. What we want is to 
remain Jews as the Jews have been 
throughout the centuries, Jews who 
need the Torah.” Another leader in 
the group said, “It is absurd to be- 
lieve that we have been waiting 2000 
years with so much sorrow, with high 
hopes, and with so many prayers in 
order to finish up by occupying a 


place in the world like Albania or 
Honduras and to be saved by a gen- 
erous American loan. . . . The Zion- 
ist conception is not acceptable even 
as a means to the end. 


“There is nothing inherently bad 
in a state itself, and indeed this may 
mean happiness to many other people 
— but we Jews. have destined 
for a higher and quite different pur- 
pose.” 

The name of the organization 
means “Defenders of the City” and 
though they count less than 2000 mem- 
bers it is reported that they have many 
sympathizers outside of Jerusalem. 
It is interesting to note the increas- 
ingly recurring number of statements 
in: Jewish reports of the thought of 
the need of the Messiah to return. 
It may not be too long before they 
look on Him whom they have pierced. 


CATHOLIC MISSIONARY ZEAL 


The pope has issued a new en- 
cyclical letter calling upon all Catho- 
lics to intensify missionary effort. 
In it he estimated the number of the 
world’s peoples who sat “in darkness 
and shadow” to be about one billion. 
During the last quarter century 
Catholics in mission lands have nearly 
doubled according to his letter, from 
about 15,000,000 in 1926 to almost 
28,000,000 today. The number of 
Catholic missions has increased from 
400 to 600, the number of native and 
foreign priests from about 14,000 to 
more than 26,800. 


This should certainly shame true 
believers as we see the zeal of a 
carnal apostate Christendom greater 
than that manifested by those who 
have been the objects of so much 
love and grace in Christ. 


MODERN EXODUS 

Dr. Saleh Haydar, Deputy Direc- 
tor of the Iraqi National Bank and 
regarded as the leading Iraqi econo- 
mist, has told the Arab News Agency 
that the departure of about 120,000 
Jews from Iraq for Israel will have 
bad effects on the Iraqi economy. 
This report sent to the New York 
Times from Beirut, Lebanon, quotes 
Baghdad figures showing that 95,000 
Jews have already left Iraq and that 
another 14,000 were still awaiting 
transportation at the middle of the 
year. The total expected to leave 
before the present movement is over 
is apparently 120,000. 


The Jews have been a more or less 


important element in the economy of 


Babylon, and other capitals 
that have flourished on the Tigris and 
Euphrates for about several thousand 
years. A greater part of the Baghdad 
Jewish community is leaving at a 
moment when the greatly increased 


income from oil-.and the national- 


development program are expected 
to restore the ancient prosperity of 
Mesopotamia. 

Dr. Haydar estimated that the 
Jews leaving Baghdad had sent to 
Israel or elsewhere abroad approxi- 
mately $30,000,000 during the last 
two years. 


“THE HEAVENS SHALL PASS AWAY" 

An interesting sidelight on 2 Peter 
3 is afforded by the report made be- 
fore the American Physical Society 
at its recent meeting in Schenectady. 
The first physical measurements indi- 
cating that hydrogen is present in 
the “voids” between the stars of our 
galaxy were reported at the final 
session. Atomic hydrogen in space 
was detected with a giant radio lis- 
tening post and the tests established 
with certainty that nascent hydrogen 
fills the cold silent reaches between 
the planets, the sun and the stars of 
the milky way. When you have read 
this remember that scientists are 
working on a hydrogen bomb and 
then read 2 Peter 3:10 and 11. 


SOUTHERN BAPTISTS REJECT 
ECUMENISM 

The recent meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention at San Francisco 
emphasized once more the expanding 
nature of that great denomination. 
The church has stepped out of the 
south and in recent years has held 
its conventions in Chicago and now 
in San Francisco as a mark of its 
national growth. The Pacific Coast 
meeting with some 12,000 “messen- 
gers” elected Dr. J. D. Grey of 
New Orleans to succeed Dr. Robert 
G. Lee of Memphis as President. The 
expanding character of the denomina- 
tion was further emphasized by the 
vote to include Southern Baptist 
churches in Alaska in its organization. 
There are now five such churches and 
three missions in Alaska. 

Most importantly the convention 
voted to refuse to “enter into organic 
connection with the National Council 
of Churches, the World Council of 
Churches or any other unionizing 
organization which would compro- 
mise Baptist principles and doctrine 

(Continued on Page 33) 
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ETERNAL LIFE or the 
MYSTERY of the NEW BIRTH 


By OSWALD J. SMITH 


"God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life" (I John 5:11, 12) 


“Nicodemus saith unto Him, How 
can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter the second time into his 
mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus 
answered, Verily, verily, I-say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again” (John 3:4-7). 


Who Was Nicodemus? 


Who was this man Nicodemus? 
Why did Jesus tell him that he had 
to be born again? First, he was a Jew. 
That was his nationality. In the sec- 
ond place, he was a good man. Such 
was his character. Last of all, he was 
religious. 

The Jews were the favored people 
of God, yet Jesus told a Jew that he 
had to be born again. If, therefore, 
it was necessary for a Jew who be- 
longed to the chosen people of God, 
the favored nation, to be born again, 
then what about us? What about 
those who are not the favored people, 
those designated as heathen? What 
about you? What about me? Cer- 
tainly we, too, need to be born again. 

And what about the good men and 
the good women of our day and gen- 
eration? Is righteousness sufficient? 


Is it not true that we, too, must be 


born again? There is not a charge 
against Nicodemus. No man lived a 
better life than he did. He was the 


very essence of goodness. Yet Jesus 


said to him, “Ye must be born again.” 
Will not we, too, have to have the 
same experience? If his goodness 
could not save him, then ours will not 
save us. We, too, must be born again. 


Nicodemus kept the commandments 
of Moses to the best of his rar 
He lived up to the light he had. 
was strict in the observance of the 
law. From the time he got up in the 
morning until he went to bed at night, 
his life was filled with acts of reli- 
gious observance of one kind and an- 
other. Moreover, he was religious 
at heart for he loved the law of God 
and sought to be pleasing to God in 
everything. 

Yet to this religious man Jesus 
said, “Ye must be born again.” Re- 
ligion is not sufficient. The law of 
Moses could not save him. He had 
to be born again. Jesus did not mince 
matters. He knew perfectly well that 
Nicodemus was a religious man, yet 
He did not hesitate to tell him that 
something else was necessary, namely, 
the new birth. And if it was neces- 
sary for Nicodemus to be born again 
in spite of his religion, how much 
more necessary is it for you and for 
me? Yes, we too must be born again. 


The Most Important Truth 


No. one will ever enter heaven 
without eternal life. Nothing but 
God-life can exist there. He who has 
that life will be admitted. He who 
has not will be barred. Do I possess 
eternal life or do I not? Upon the 
answer to that question depends my 


eternal happiness or woe. Eternal life, 
therefore, is the most important truth 
in the Bible. 

It is the most important truth in 
the Bible first, because it was Christ’s 
purpose in coming to this world. “I 
am come that they might have life,” 


e . He declared (John 10:10). It was 


this that brought Him all the way 
from Heaven to live among men. It 
was for this purpose He died on Cal- 
vary’s cross. He came to impart eter- 
nal life. How important then in the 
sight of God. 


In the second place, it is the most 
important truth in the Bible because 
it is indispensible, since men_are 
“dead in trespasses and sins,” (Eph. 
2:1, 4, 5). Man is a triune being, 
composed of spirit, soul, and body. 
God told Adam, “In the day thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 
What died ? Was it his body ? Certainly 
not. Physically, he was as much alive 
as ever. Was it his soul—his intellect 


omg oy gg ae organ must be 
quickened into life. 


because soul and body are both active. 


Check with your Bible all you hear from the pulpit 
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But as God looks down upon the hu- 
man race He divides men into two 
classes only—the quick and the dead. 
You are at thiS moment in one or 
the other. As far as God is concerned, 
you are either alive or you are dead. 

We watch a keen business man at 
work in his office and we say, “There 
is a live man for you.” But what do 
we mean? Merely that his soulish 
nature is alive. His intellect is active, 
his emotions are responsive. But God 
looks at him and gives a very differ- 
ent verdict: “He is dead,” He says. 
You see, we speak of temporal life, 
but God of eternal. 

We attend the funeral of a Chris- 
tian and. view the remains. So far as 
we can see, the man is dead. By that 
we mean that his body is dead. He 
can no longer exercise his physical 
powers. But God says, “He is alive.” 
He had been quickened in his spirit ; 
he had received eternal life and there- 
by had been born anew. 

In the third place, eternal life is 
the most important truth in the Bible 
because it determines man’s future 
destiny. Let me draw your attention 
to the following verses from God's 
Word, and remember, these state- 
ments are made—not by man, but 
by the Holy Spirit. 

“Whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal 
life” (John 3:15). He who possesses 
eternal life will never perish. The 
inference is that without eternal life 
man must perish. What does it mean 
to perish? I cannot say. I only know 
that it is the antithesis of life, and 
that is inconceivably awful. God uses 
this word in declaring the doom of 
those who reject eternal life. 

“He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life: but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” (John 
3:36). On the one side, life. On the 
other side, “the wrath of God.” What 
does it mean? I do not know, but here 
it is, and you cannot get away from 
it. Unless you receive eternal life, 
unless your spirit is quickened from 
the dead, you must endure “the wrath 
of God.” 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that heareth my word, and believeth 
on Him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condem- 
nation ; but is passed from death unto 
‘life’ (John 5:24). Here again are 
the two sides, the two results—life or 
condemnation. Receiving eternal life 
means passing out of death. What is 
death? What is condemnation? God 
knows. I do not want to. It is suffi- 


cient for me to realize that my atti- 
tude toward eternal life decides my 
destiny. 
Is God Our Father? 

“But,” says someone, “is not God 
our Father?” No, He is not. I am 
quite familiar, of course, with the 
teaching of the day. Again and again, 
I have heard the expression “the 
fatherhood of God and the brother- 
hood of man.” God is the Creator of 
all men, but He is not their Father. 
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Ye are 
of your Father the devil” (John 8:44). 

God can never become your Father 
until you are born into His family; 
and you can never become my brother 
until you are born into the family to 
which I belong, namely, the family 
of God. You have no right to offer 
the Lord’s prayer, “Our Father which 
art in Heaven,” until God has in very 
deed become your Father ta the 
new birth. 

Our parents gave us. natural birth 








Eighteen Japanese sailors on remote Ana- 
tahan Island have just surrendered, six years 
after the war is over. They finally became 
convinced that the war was over when Ameri- 
can planes dropped notes from their relatives, 
describing the end of the war and telling 
a that they should surrender and come 


Their stubbornness and tenacity does not 
come up to that exhibited by thousands of 
souls who refuse to surrender to God long 
after warfare is over and Christ has offered 
them salvation. Their stubbornness illustrates 
also the still worse characteristics of Christians 


who refuse to allow the Lord to rule over their . 


lives but insist on having their own way. 
The Japanese holdouts lived on lizards, co- 
conuts, crabs, mangoes, and bananas. The un- 
surrendered Christian lives on husks. There is 
better food at the Father's table. Why not 
surrender now? - 


. Pray until your eyes grow dim; 


but God gives us spiritual birth. Only 
spiritual birth makes us members of 
God’s family and makes God our 
Father. To be born once is to die 
twice, but to be born twice is to die but 
once, and not at all when Jesus comes. 
How often have you been born? Only 
once? Then you will die twice, first 
physically and then spiritually, and 
your second death will mean eternal 
separation from God in the lake of 
fire. Therefore, it is of paramount 
importance that you should be born 
again. 

Apart from birth there can be no 
life. Natural or physical life enters 
the world through birth and so does 
spiritual. Christianity is not a dead, 
cold, formal belief, a special garb or 
attire, a religious affectation, a code 
of laws and commandments; nor is 
it an indefinable, far away, vague, 
mysterious something—no, Christian- 
ity is a life, the life of God in the 
heart of man, and that life is a Per- 
son, the Lord Jesus Christ. That is 
what makes Christianity unique. No 
need to give a set of laws and com- 
mandments or to found new institu- 
tions; it was life that man needed, 
eternal life. Without it all else is 
vain. 

I take the life of Jesus Christ, 
’Tis all that I can do; 

The Holy Spirit re-creates, 
And I am: born anew. 


A Radical Change 

When you are born again there is 
a radical change. “If any man be in 
Christ he is a new creature (crea- 
tion), old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new” 
(2 Cor. 5:12). Apart from this 
change there is no life. When Christ 
enters, all things become new. Other- 
wise it is a spurious conversion. The 
things you once loved you now hate 
and the things you once hated you 
love. New pleasures, new ambitions 
and aspirations, new ideals, new com- 
panions and friends, new associations 
—all things become new. 

I know what you are saying: you 
are telling me that you have joined 
the church, that you have become an 
active Christian worker; but I want 
to tell you, my friend, that you may 
have done all you say; you may be 
a college professor and stand high in 
education and intellectual attainment ; 
you may be one of the world’s wisest 
and greatest philosophers, and yet 
know nothing of spiritual things. 
And,’on the other hand, you may be 
‘ignorant and unlearned, incapable of 
writing your own name, a down-and- 
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out in the slums of London or New 
York, and yet be born again and un- 
derstand the things of the Spirit. 

Man’s so-called scientific way to 
find God is by his own wisdom and 
understanding. And yet God has 
stated in unmistakable language that 
“the world by wisdom knew not God” 
(1 Cor. 1:21). “The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). ~ 

And so we must come God’s way. 
Can the babe know the world into 
which it will enter before it is born? 
Of course not. So, too, with the na- 
tural man—he must remain ignorant 
of the spiritual world, which is a new 
realm, until he enters it. Life is the 
first prerequisite. 


From Death to Life 

You do not enter the spiritual 
world at death. When death comes, 
you pass from one condition of that 
world to another. It is still the same 
world. The really great change takes 
place at conversion. AJl men are born 
in the natural world. The spiritual 
is another sphere altogether. All ef- 
forts at self-improvement can only 
end within the circle of the natural. 
There must come a life from the 
spiritual world, entirely outside the 
natural, and that life must enter the 
heart, thereby translating you from 
the natural world to the spiritual. 
You enter the kingdom of God while 


‘here. At death you simply enter a 


different compartment of the same 
kingdom. Every man living is at this 
moment in one world or the other. 
He is in the kingdom of darkness or 
the kingdom of light, the kingdom 
of Satan or the kingdom of God. He 
is a citizen of the natural world only 
or of the spiritual also. 


I often think of the acorn and the 
diamond ; the acorn dull and unattrac- 
tive, the diamond sparkling in all its 
brilliancy. And many a church mem- 
ber, like the acorn, is dull and un- 
attractive, while many an unsaved 
worldly man prides himself on his 
morality and boasts of how much bet- 
ter he is than the church members he 
knows, and rightly so. He’ resembles 
the diamond. But let us plant them 
and seventy-five years later return to 
the spot. What do we find? There 
where the acorn was placed is a lord- 
ly oak, strong and straight, well able 
to withstand the storms that beat 
against it. Now dig down in the spot 
where the diamond was buried, and 


lo! there is nothing but a diamond. 
What made the difference? Why, one 
had life, the other did not. 

And so it is with the natural man 
and the spiritual; the one has life, 
eternal life, but the other is lifeless. 
The spiritual man has the life of God 
and will live with Him in eternity; 
the moral man, though outwardly at- 
tractive, is nevertheless dead. He does 
not possess the one great essential, 
namely, life. And so morality is not 
sufficient ; it is void of life. 

Here are two bouquets of flowers. 
At a distance both are equally beau- 
tiful. But upon closer scrutiny a vast 
difference is discernible. From one 
there arises a most exquisite perfume 
that pervades all the surrounding at- 
mosphere. But from the other—noth- 
ing. It is found to be artificial, a 
manufactured imitation of the real 
thing. One is alive; the other dead. 

And so it is with you. Imitation, 
profession, appearance will not do. 
To be like a Christian is not to be 
one. To profess is one thing; to pos- 
sess is another. Artificial salvation is 


not salvation. No painted hypocrite, 


however perfect, will pass. To have 
God’s nature you must possess God’s 
life. And remember, God is not de- 
ceived, though man may be. He 
knows whether or not you have His 
life. 

Christianity is not merely a system 
of ethics or a moral code; it is the 
implantation of a new life. “He that 
heareth . . . and believeth . . . is 
passed from death unto life” (John 
5:24). Obedience to the Sermon on 
the Mount (if that were possible) 
along with all the other ethical and 
moral teachings of the Bible, though 
the highest the world has ever known, 
would not produce life. “He that 
hath the Son hath life, and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not 


life.” 


A New Species 


The new birth involves a new spe- 
cies. “That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh.” You can never cross the 


species. Men have tried but have 
failed. They have obtained new va- 
rieties but not new species. This is 
one of the unchangeable laws of God. 
“But that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit.” Here now is a different 
species, and it is only when men have 
been born of the Spirit of God that 
they receive this new nature. 

Why is it that you act as you do? 
Why do you sin? Because of what 
you are. You do what you do because 
you are what you are. If you are in 
Adam, you will do what he did. If 
you are in Christ, you will do what 
He does. I am a Smith because I was 
born into the family of Smiths. I look 
like my father. I walk like my father. 
Not because I try to, not because I 
want to imitate him, but simply be- 
cause I am a Smith. I was born into 
the family. 

Have you ever watched cows and 
horses get up? How does a cow get 
up? If you have lived on a farm you 
know. Cows always get up on their 
hind legs first. But you never saw a 
horse get up on its hind legs. Horses 
get up on their front legs. Why the 
difference? Just because it is their na~ 
ture. Cows are cows and horses are 
horses and they act accordingly. 

Our nature is sinful, and until we 
receive a new nature within, we will 


_ continue to sin. Our old nature will 


manifest itself. It could not be other- 
wise. The new birth means a new 
nature and we will never act differ- 
ently until we have been born again 
and have received that new nature. 


A Present. Experience 

Moreover, it is a present experi- 
ence. “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life” (John 3:36). 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that heareth my word and believeth 
on Him that sent me, hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not come mto con- 
demnation ; but is passed from death 
unto life” (John 5:24). “He that hath 
the Son hath life” (1 John 5:12). 


(Continued on Page 43) 





necks and they had been 
cast into the sea or that 
they had never been 
born, rather than that 
they should have de- 
ceived the little ones 
put into their charge 
(Mt. 18:6). 





. Scout Master Joseph Pierce of Lawton, Oklahoma, got lost from camp with eight young 
boys he'd taken to the woods to teach trail-blazing. This is the unfortunate position of 
thousands of Sunday School teachers every Sunday, and not a few ministers. The Oklahoma 
episode ended in a laugh, but in spiritual matters, it would 
have been better that a mill stone had been put about their 












But don't wait to pray until your eyes grow dim 
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TOUCHSTONE 


There is much spiritual frustration 
in the world today, even among pro- 
fessing Christians. The frustration 
among those who are unregenerate 
is comprehensible because they have 
not been redeemed through the blood 
of Jesus Christ. The frustration of 
some saved people comes from the 
fact that they attempt to do some- 
thing which God says cannot be done. 
The widespread preaching through- 
out “churchianity” of a supposed 
conquest of the world by the church is 
probably responsible for more of the 
confusion that exists in religious 
thinking than any other factor. Any 
attempt to build the kingdom on this 
earth by human power, or, indeed, 
any attempt on the part of man to 
use the Holy Spirit as an instrument 
to build a supposed kingdom is 
doomed to failure. 


The Holy Spirit is to use men to 
do the work of God and men are not 
to use the Holy Spirit to fulfill the 
dreams of the flesh. The work of God 
is to bring men to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as personal Saviour and 
to save as many as possible from the 
wreck before the catastrophe of judg- 
ment comes upon the world that lies 
condemned because of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Lady 
Macbeth, when she had committed 
murder, wrung her hands in a vain 
attempt to destroy the invisible blood 
spot and cried out, “Cannot all the 
perfumes of Arabia sweeten this 
little hand?” There was no relief for 
Lady Macbeth in perfume and there 
is no relief for the bloodspot of the 
world even in the perfumes of 
“churchianity.” 

Our business is not to perfume the 
world but to be a savor of life unto 
life and of death unto death (2 Cor. 
2:16). We do this by the preaching 
of the cross. It will always be fool- 
ishness to them who are perishing 
(1 Cor. 1:18), but it will always be 
the power of God to those who receive 
it. That power of God in those who 
are born again will lead them to an 
immediate advancement in their ways 
of living and will do what no eco- 
nomic measure or social service effort 
can possibly do. 


In the course of our ministry we 
have seen many Christians who have 
been attempting to build the kingdom 
instead of proclaiming the Gospel 
which can call out a people for the 
Lord’s name (Acts 15:14). The 
touchstone of joy in Christian work 
and the only success that will last 
through the judgment seat of Christ 
is to follow God’s plan even though 
it means abandoning the plan of man. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


I have reviewed at some length 
elsewhere in this issue the new volume 
on Christian Education in a Democ- 
racy by Frank E. Gaebelein, Head- 
master of the Stony Brook School. 
I heartily commend the reading of 
this review and the reading of the 
book to all who are interested in edu- 
cation (see page 31). 

Here I wish to quote a paragraph 
from the book that is a condemnation 
of much of American life and which 
puts its finger squarely on the prob- 
lem of children in Christian and 
secular schools as well. Dr. Gaebe- 
lein says, “It is not, then, external 
regulation that prevents independent 
colleges and schools from whole- 
hearted Christian education, but the 
reluctance of boards of trustees, ad- 
ministrators, and teachers to go all the 
way. This timidity may be related to 
the fear that secular-minded parents 
may protest against an all-out Chris- 
tian program. The Gospel is a revo- 
lutionary force, which actually trans- 
forms lives. The institution, therefore, 
that seriously challenges its students 
with the personal claims of Jesus 
Christ must brave parental disap- 
proval. For many of our ‘nice’ 
middle-class families, religion is re- 
spectable only so long as it remains 
in second or third place. Let a boy or 
girl come home from college or school 
really dedicated to Christ and not 
ashamed to say so, let him come back 
a witnessing and practicing Christian, 
and there is concern for his ‘balance’ 
and emotional well-being. It is quite 
all right for a student to be wholly 
given to the practice of some sport 
like football or baseball. Even close 
application to studies is tolerated. 
But for many a respectable family 


today, complete devotion to the only 
Lord and Saviour is suspect as bor- 
dering upon fanaticism. In many 
a church in the more privileged com- 
munities, to talk about personal re- 
demption is a breach of decorum, 
savoring of the street revival meeting 
or the Salvation Army.” 

The problem, then, is seen to go 
back beyond the school to the Chris- 
tian home. And even more to the 
home that has a faint perfume of 
Christian tradition without having a 
personal commitment on the part of 
the parents. The reason why parents 
are afraid of out-and-out Christian 
children is that it challenges their own 
life and reveals them as having-lived 
without being committed to Christ. 

We could go back of the failure of 
the Christian home and point out that 
it arises from the failure of the 
church to preach the whole doctrine 
of Christ. This goes back to the 
failure of the ministry and the rise 
of modernism. This goes back to a 
failure to believe in the verbal inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures. When men 
departed from the finality of “thus 
saith the Lord” they opened the door 
for a weakened ministry which pro- 
duced a weakened home which has 
affected the schools and the entire 
life of the nation.. “Where there is 
no vision the people perish” (Prov. 
29:18). 


NO HOPE 


The despair of the unsaved is a 
terrible thing and when God tells the 
Christian that in times of death he 
sorrows not as others who have no 
hope (1 Thes. 4:13) He reveals some 
of the horror of that hopelessness. 


One of the most prolific of French 
novelists of our generation is Georges 
Sinenon. In a recent book entitled 
The Heart of a Man he describes the 
death of an old actor who has lived 
a long and evil life. The book opens 
when this leading character hears a 
specialist’s verdict that at fifty-nine 
he has a seventy-five-year-old heart. 
He is now a bitter, irascible, savagely 
restless colossus who has to keep 
dosing himself systematically with 
drink to “feel solid” and ward off 
“disturbing thoughts.” 

In his final coma, he is beset by a 
familiar nightmare in which he is on 
trial, and all the people in his life are 
bearing witness against him. He is 
guilty, he now perceives, of having 
tried to escape — he has always been 
escaping. But from what? He dies 
without grasping the answer. A re- 


The Christian will find satisfaction just where he found salvation 
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viewer, whom we have quoted in the 
above paragraph states that he also 
does not grasp the answer. 

The answer, of course, is in the 
Word of God, but men refuse it and 
in their confusion seek to pacify 
themselves, to hypnotize themselves, 
and even to anesthetize themselves 
with false hopes. ; 

This is probably inevitable. An- 
other European novelist, Carlo Levi, 
an Italian, in his new novel, The 
Watch gives us the following: “At 


_a certain moment when death is at” 


one’s back, one seems to be walking 
through a world made up on every 
side of infinite truth. . . . Thought 
is no longer bound fast to one point, 
to a single object, but departs from 
that object and expands in waves 
without limit. It is like climbing a 
mountain when the horizon widens 
beneath us at every step. It may 
well be that when we arrive at the top 
the horizon will be so vast and so 
distant that it will merge completely 
with the sky, and that perhaps will be 
death. If it be so, we live in order to 
die. The Christians say the opposite, 
that we die in order to live; but isn’t 
it perhaps the same thing?” 

How subtle is the Devil to make 
the unsaved think such a thought for 
if we translate it into other language 
the author is asking, “Is not darkness 
the same as light?” 

Let us thank God again that we 
sorrow not as others who have no 


hope. 
THE ART OF LIVING 


During the last few years books on 
self-improvement have jumped to the 
number one position on the best seller 
lists. How to Win Friends and In- 
fluence People, Peace of Mind, How 
to Achieve Maturity—these and many 
others from the pens of unregenerate 
worldlings have attempted to meet the 
needs of masses of people who feel 
frustration and inferiority in the 
midst of a civilization that has grown 
out of hand. 

Even Christians sometimes feel 
lacks and frustrations that cause them 
great difficulty and the problem has 
now been faced by two outstanding 
evangelical English writers who have 
done the job from a Christian view- 
point we believe for the first. time. 
The Editor is delighted to. present in 
ETERNITY, in serial form, The Art of 
Living by Godfrey C. Robinson and 
Stephen F. Winward. 

In the October issue we begin this 
series on The Art of Living which 


will cover many phases of Christian 
life and answer questions that arise 
in the minds of many young believers. 


The chapter headings are as follows: 


I. Introduction: The Business 
of Living 
II. Successful Liviug 
III. Employing Your Assets and 
Liabilities 
IV. Making a Success of Your Job 
V. The Best Use of Recreation 
and Leisure . 
VI. Acquiring Knowledge’ and 
Culture 
VII. How to Study 
VIII. The Importance of Conversa- 
tion 
IX. Getting On With Other People 
X. How to Make Friends 
XI. The Art of Leadership 
XII. Moods, Nervousness, Inferi- 
ority ; 
XIII. The Conquest of Worry 
XIV. Up Against It 
XV. Conclusion: The Far Horizon 


We believe that this series will fill 
a great need in the lives of many 
Christians and we recommend it most 
heartily to our readers. 


THE EDITOR'S BIBLE 
CONFERENCES 
The Editor’s Bible Confer- 
ence schedule for the early part 
of 1952—from January 
through Easter—is almost com- 


plete but there are several open- 
ings which could be filled in the 
southeastern states. Any church 
or group of churches interested 
should communicate with the 
Editor at once. 





ESAU'S WIFE 


The flesh always wishes to do all 
things in a fleshly way. The flesh 
cannot do what the Spirit wishes to 
do for it will not accept the way of 
crucifixion death. Therefore, the 
only thing left to the flesh is imitation 
and it is never fruitful in God’s sight. 


When Esau hated Jacob because 
of the blessing which Isaac had be- 
stowed upon the younger son in ac- 
cordance with the promise of God, 
Rebekah moved Isaac to send Jacob 
away in order to procure a wife from 
her own family as she was vexed with 
the Philistine women. Much space 
is given to Jacob, his flight toward 
his romantic destination and his ulti- 
mate marriage. Two short verses are 


devoted to Esau’s attempt to please 
the Spirit by doing something accord- 
ing to the flesh. It is easy to recon- 
struct the story and to see into the 
mind of Esau. We read that when 
Esau saw that the women of Canaan 
did not please his father Isaac he took 
to wife (in addition to the wives he 
already possessed of the daughters of 
Canaan) one of the daughters of 
Ishmael. 


The reasoning is obvious. It is as 
though Esau thought to himself, 
Jacob has the blessing. My father 
and my mother wish him to have a 
wife that is not a Canaanite. I won- 
der what I can do to please them and 
get perhaps a greater share in the 
blessing. I will get me a wife. Surely 
the daughter of Ishmael would please 
them, for is she not the granddaughter 
of Abraham? Is she not the first 
cousin of my own father? Surely 
nothing could be more pleasing to my 
parents than such an alliance. 


The fourth chapter of Galatians 
reveals to us that Ishmael is a type 
of the works of the flesh and these 
of course must be displeasing to God 
and to every true Isaac. Esau’s 
choice had a semblance of spiritual 
wisdom but the result was repugnant 
to God and probably to Isaac and 


‘Rebekah. - 


Much of the Christian work that 
is done in our day is a fleshly attempt 
to be fruitful by marrying a daughter 
of the flesh. The arguments in favor 
of the action are plausible but spe- 
cious. I have no doubt whatsoever 
that at the judgment seat of Christ 
much of the flashy Christian work 
that is done in our day will be re- 
pudiated. The Rev. Esau Isaacson 
will conduct a “campaign” and call 
it “New Life Movement” but will 
leave out redemption by the blood. 
Or this Rev. Gentleman will see a 
church filled by the preaching of the 
Gospel, and having no Gospel to 
preach, will try to fill his church by 
the attraction of yodelers, or Swiss 
bell ringers, or sensational preaching. 


It is interesting to note that after 
the two-verse interlude in the story of 
Jacob there is total silence concerning 
Esau’s actions. One might almost 
say that the Holy Spirit treated the 
Esau incident with the silence of con- 
tempt that such action must deserve. 
Let us see to it that the true principle 
of separation from the world, and the 
flesh, and all the works of either shall 
be the marked characteristic of our 
Christian life, and work, and choices. 


God's plan accepted is God's power granted 
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By A MISSIONARY 


lt is difficult to write of China at this time, since there is so 
much which it is wiser not to set down; the names of Chinese Chris- 
tians, and even sometimes of Christian organizations, are better 
avoided. Yet there is a need to keep China before the Lord's 
people lest at this most critical time in China's history we should 


fail to uphold the believers in prayer. 


HE description of Christian work 

in China to which we have lately 
become accustomed is summed up in 
the one word “restriction.” Mission- 
aries have been withdrawn; Chinese 
preachers are reduced in number; 
and the character of much. institu- 
tional work has been changed. It ap- 
pears, too, that all connections with 
Christians in Western Countries are 
being completely severed. It remains 
true, however, that Chinese Chris- 
tians are producing literature which 
is noi banned, and that even beyond 
human messengers there go messages 
in print. 

The eight years of war with Japan 
wrought havoc with the publication 
and dissemination of Christian litera- 
ture. This was especially the case 
after the spread of the war. which 
followed the attack at Pearl Harbor. 
Supplies from outside were cut off; 
the presses of Christian publishing 
houses were taken over for secular 
work; and the transport of books 
available at the coast became increas- 


ingly difficult. Christian publishers ~ 


in the West did what they could, 
using very inferior paper, to close 
the gap. But it grew ever bigger. 
When the war- at last came to an 
end, foreign missionaries returned to 
the areas from which they had been 
excluded for several years in order 
to co-operate with local Christians in 
repairing the ravages of war. A sur- 
vey team was sent by the China In- 
land Mission to its former field in 
North China in order to find out how 
missionaries could best help the 
churches in that area. As a member 
of the survey team (which inciden- 
tally was quickly broken up to cover 
several districts simultaneously), I 


soon discovered, after talking with 
church leaders, that one of the great- 
est needs was for Christian literature. 
Supplies at the coast were still very 
limited, and postal communications 
with Shanghai took nearly a month. 
Moreover, it was in that area, 
among others, that war with Japan 
was followed immediately by war 
within. The main roads and railways 
were held by the provincial govern- 
ment while the territory a few miles 
distant on all sides was held by the 
opposing forces. 

The general situation made it hard 


_ and complicated to resuscitate Chris- 


tian activities, for local conditions 
involved hazards to travelers and de- 
lay to transport. And even when 
literature was obtained, few of the 


believers had the means, after years: 


of loss, to purchase new books. We 
came to the conclusion, therefore, 
that only a system of loaning books 
could be immediately effective. But 
this ministry had barely started when 
it was brought to a sudden stop. With 
little warning the lines of communi- 
cation were submitted to a major at- 
tack and wrested from the forces of 
the government. From that time for 
a long period it was impossible to 
circulate Christian literature. 

But in spite of this setback, which 
resulted in a dearth of literature for 
several years, the Lord answered 
prayer and the need, at least in part, 
was finally met. It was laid on the 
hearts of some of the Lord’s servants 
in Shanghai to publish a periodic 
Christian News-Letter and to send it 
to churches in the interior. Contain- 
ing a variety of interesting and help- 
ful features — devotional messages, 
news of Christian workers, and let- 





ters from widely scattered churches— 
it first appeared in 1950. Reaching 
the area just referred to, these book- 
lets evoked grateful and enthusiastic 
replies. “The News-Letter came to 
us,” wrote one church leader, “as 
spiritual rain on a parched land.” And 
that was no exaggeration. 

In the peculiar need of the hour, 
too, such a publication brought vision 
and courage to those who were especi- 
ally tried. During our last hectic 
months in China we had compara- 
tively few callers to talk solely of 
spiritual things. Consequently those 
who came for this purpose stand out 
clearly in our memory. One welcome 
caller was a young Christian student. 
He was not finding it easy to main- 
tain a testimony at school, for his 
fellow students were constantly bring- 
ing pressure to bear on him to re- 
nounce his Christian faith. And 
unhappily the church where he at- 
tended Sunday services was torn by 
dissension. An unspiritual and self- 
seeking attitude amongst the leaders 
was destroying the church’s testi- 
mony, and he looked in vain. for the 
spiritual fellowship which would have 
renewed his faith, strength, and cour- 
age, after the strain of daily life. 

On the rare occasions when he had 
time to spare he took the opportunity 
to call on us and unburden himself 
of his problems. What a boon it was 
to be able to pass on a copy of the 
News-Letter, for the devotional mes- 
sages were just what he needed. 
Moreover, the printed testimonies of 
those who had triumphed over similar 
difficulties would undoubtedly be a 
source of great encouragement to 
him. He was given all the back num- 
bers of the News-Letters available. 


No man is uneducated who knows the Bible; 
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And how he valued them! Since one 
number was missing, he came back 
to see if we could supply it. As I 
now recall this evidence to the value 
of printed messages, it is impressed 
on me anew, as often during recent 
years in “China, that the ministry of 
literature — evangelical literature — 


has come to the kingdom for such a - 


time as this. 

So it is a cause for rejoicing that 
a number of Chinese Christian work- 
ers are engaged in this ministry. 
Apart from the News-Letter, which 
is of recent birth, there are several 
Christian periodicals, entirely Chi- 
nese from their beginning, which have 
been sent out for many years from 
Peking, Shanghai, and other places. 
They deal with some of the most 
profound truths and the deepest ex- 
periences of the Christian life. 

Such literature provides essential 
equipment for the Christian warrior. 
A few years ago, at a convention of 
Chinese Christian students, I gave 
a series of talks on “The Gospel.” 
The emphasis one day was placed on 
“the defense of the Gospel” and I 
reminded the young people in the 
audience that they were especially 
fitted for this spiritual warfare. In 
the providence of God the China IVF 
has supplied them with reliable 
equipment in the form of suitable 
literature. Much prayer has been 


made that the Lord of the Harvest 
would send forth Chinese authors, 
and it is a matter for special praise 
that in addition to translations of 
such books as’ Why Believe?, there 
are valuable works such as Questions 
of the Faith which have been written 
by Chinese. As long as their writings 
are non-political, there is no reason— 
apart from a further change in official 
policy—to foresee any immediate 
hindrance to their carrying on. It is 
hoped that the severing of all con- 
nection with the foreigners will, on 
the one hand, make it easier for Chi- 


nese Christian authors and publishers 


to operate, and on the other hand 
stimulate them to further effort. 
Supremely, of course, it is the 
Word of God, the Sword of the 
Spirit, which in the face of the op- 
position which it anticipates will open 
the way for continued advance. In 
China, as in Russia, the Bible itself 
is not banned. And the Bible So- 
cieties have taken the utmost advan- 
tage of their opportunities during 
these postwar years. It is true that 
we hear sometimes of Bibles being 
confiscated, especially in rural areas 
(in fact it is the churches in rural 
areas which in every way have suf- 
fered most), but we have also heard 
of Bibles being restored after appeal 
has been made to higher authority. 
Although in these days there is 


considerable restriction in the dis- 
tribution of Gospel literature to non- 
Christians, there is no hindrance, 
generally speaking, to the distribution 
of literature for the building up of 
the saints—and this is a strategic 
ministry of the utmost importance. 
While rejoicing in this, we must pray 
that those unbelievers who do receive 
printed messages may be prepared in 
heart to receive the Gospel. In this 
way the numerical decrease will be 
offset by an increase in effectiveness. 

There is one other factor, however, 
which must not be overlooked. It is 
not sufficient to rely on the mechanical 
distribution of printed messages. 
“Not the Gospel of God only,” said 
the apostle Paul, “but our own lives 
also” (1 Thes. 2:8 Greek). To vital- 
ize the message in print requires the 
offering of poured-out lives. 

The effectiveness of the testimony 
thus sent forth is measured ultimately 
by the courage, faith, and sacrifice of 
those who are actually engaged in 
that ministry, and by the support in 
prayer of those who are one with 
them in heart. Given these condi- 
tions, however, the printed messages 
will penetrate to dark and needy 
places, they will bear a steady and 
unflinching testimony, and they will 
remain to exert their influence when 
human messengers have gone. 

THE Enp 








China Inland Mission Photo 


Setting type for Chinese books requires many steps. The com- 


positor walks back and forth between the racks of characters, 
seeking the proper words for the book or tract he is setting. 








China Inland Mission Photo 


Christian boys are here preparing Bibles to be presented to can- 
didates for baptism. 


No man is wise who is ignorant of its teaching 
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editations 
in the hook of Genesis 


September 1 

THUS SHE WAS REPROVED (20:16) 

Whether or not Sarah had a part in 
originating the compact of lies, she was a 
part of it and had to suffer the conse- 
quences. Sarah had to submit to the reproof 
that came to her from the man whom she 
had come so near wronging. How shame- 
ful to come into a man’s land and then to 
act in such a way that he pays to get rid 
of you! Abraham was given the permission 
to dwell where he desired, but there was a 
money gift that was to be spent to buy 
veils for Sarah and all her attendants, that 
they might no longer tempt his subjects by 
their beauty. That is the interpretation of 
one commentator, since the Hebrew reads 
that it was the gift that was to be the cover- 
ing. It may mean only that it was a pro 
pitiation, an attempt to cover the sin. This 
would indeed be a rebuke if Abimelech were 
led to think that Sarah had no sacrifice 
whith could be presented to God for her 
sin. 
LORD, REPROVE US WHEN IT IS NECES- 
SARY. 


September 2 
ABRAHAM PRAYED (20:17) 

It was a pity he had not prayed for him- 
self before going into Abimelech’s country 
so that he would not have had to pray for 
God to undo the sin he had committed. 
But here we see the power of the covenant 
shine out in glorious splendor. Here the 
man who was sinned against was chastised, 
and the man who committed the sin became 
the intercessor. What a proof that no man 
can approach God except through the cove- 
nant of grace which is in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Seemingly righteous Abimelech was 
afflicted and seemingly unrighteous Abraham 
was blessed, restored and given power in 
prayer. The sovereign grace of God shines 
out with brilliance. Works certainly do not 
enter into any phase of the transaction. If 
there had been a condition involved in the 
call of Abraham, it would have been broken 
by now, but God looked upon His own 
sovereign choice, and His own purpose, and 
in that Abraham was complete. 

LORD, MAY WE RIGHT OUR WRONGS. 


September 3 


BECAUSE OF SARAH, ABRAHAM'S WIFE 
(20:18) 

It is seldom that we can counteract the 
grievous results of any sin which we have 


The Devil 
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committed, but here God allowed His serv- 
ant to intercede, and honored his inter- 
cession. God tells us that “the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much™ (Jas. 5:16). Our text shows that 
the righteousness is not in the man but in 
Christ. The covenant was to Abraham, and 
thus touched his wife. For her sake God 
moved to punish a whole tribe of people, 
even though they were innocent from a 
human point of view. What a call for us 
to pray for those who have been hurt 
through some action of ours, for, even 
though they are innocent they suffer because 
they have touched someone who is in a 
covenant relationship with God through 
Christ. 

LORD. MAY WE REALIZE THE PRAYER 
POWER THAT OUR POSITION GIVES US. 


September 4 


- 9 SAID ... AS HE HAD SPOKEN 
God is a God of His Word. If He did 
not keep a promise, the universe would fall 
apart. The long-awaited child would never 
have been born if God had not acted. 
Isaac, we are told in the New Testament, is 
a picture of the covenant of grace (Gal. 
4:28). We are born, “not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God” (John 1:13). “Of His own will 
begat He us, with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of first fruits of His 
creation” (Jas. 1:18). We never could 
have saved ourselves any more than Abra- 
ham could have begotten a son in his own 
strength. The life of God must come to us 
in salvation even as it came upon Sarah. 
The birth of eternal life within us is a 
virgin birth:. that is, as the Spirit over- 
shadowed the body of sinful Mary and begat 
the sinless Christ in her, so the Spirit comes 
upon unregenerate man and begets new life 
within. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY PLAN 
AND BOWER. ; 


September 5 

SARAM CONCEIVED AND BARE (21:2) 
The first line we ever read about Sarah 
was that she was barren and that she had 
no child (11:30). We remember that when 
she heard that she would have a child in a 
year she laughed, and that the Lord rebuked 
her for it (18:12-14). She was ninety years 
old, and had every right to laugh from a 





human point of view. But faith does not 
look at things from the human point of 
view. Faith might be defined as looking at 
things through God's eyes. Since we read 
in the New Testament that it was through 
faith that Sarah received strength to con- 
ceive seed, and since the conception took 
place three months after the announcement 
that was greeted with laughter, we can see 
that a ninety-year-old woman came from 
doubt to faith in three months. Life begins 
at ninety, if that is-your age. Life begins at 
your age and in your condition. 


LORD, MAY WE SEE THROUGH THY EYES. 


September 6 
A SON_IN HIS OLD AGE (21:2) 


The steps by which God brought Abra- 
ham to this moment are wonderful to con- 
template, especially in their typical meaning. 
Abraham had become a man of faith, but, 
even faith must learn its own nothingness. 
Faith must learn that it is but the channel, 
and not the source of blessing. During the 
years when Abraham still had strength of 
his own, even though he had another child 
he could not have Isaac, for Isaac repre- 
sents the life of grace, and there can never 
come any fruitage of this sort until the end 
of the flesh has come. Self-will is no longer 
considered as a means of bringing a promise 
to fulfillment. Death and deadness are 
recognized, but they are no longer obstacles 
to true faith. Isaac, the type of laughter 
and joy, will be born, and he will be the 
line of the promised seed. 


LORD, BRING US TO THE END OF SELF 
THAT WE MAY BEGIN WITH THEE. 


September 7 
AT THE SET TIME (21:2) 


God never is before His time and He 
never lags behind. Whatever He promises 
will come to pass’ at the moment He has 
planned. Our eyes will fail with longing 
only when we are not resting in the cer- 
tainty of His being. We are impatient be- 
cause we are creatures. This does not lead 
to fatalism, for the plan of God is not the 
acting of a blind force, but the loving pur- 
pose of a benevolent Father, who is work- 
ing all things together for our good (Rom. 
8:28). Nor can we use this truth as a 
cloak for our failure to get up and act. If 
you are lacking in some spiritual “blessing, 


can tempt you but he cannot make you sin 
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it is not because it is not for you now. The 
blessings have been put on deposit for you 
(Eph. 1:3), and you are to appropriate 
them by faith. There are some things, of 
course, like our death, or the coming of 
the Lord, that we wait for in quiet patience 
and trust. But God's set time for blessing 
you is now. 

LORD, MAKE US PATIENTLY ACTIVE. 


September & 

ISAAC. (21:3) 
It is a great thing to obey God. Abraham 
might have drawn back from calling his 
beloved son by a name that would carry 


memories of early doubt, but when God 


chooses a name it will always be in order 
to give it a depth of meaning that will 
transcend any of our thoughts in beauty 
and wonder. There are two kinds of laugh- 
ter, and God was going to bring a blessing 
through Isaac that would turn the laughter 
of doubt to the joy of triumph. The change 
in meaning from Isaac, the laughter of 
scorn, to Isaac, the laughter of triumph, is 
as great as the change in nature that is 
indicated by giving to Simon, which comes 
from a root that betokens a wishy-washy 
character, the name of Peter, which means 
“rock.” God never does anything by halves. 
Take a handful of pebbles and throw them 
away and you get the action of scattering, 
which is the meaning of “Jezreel,” a name 
given to Isaac's descendants when they 
wandered (Hos. 1:4). Take a handful of 
wheat and throw it forth and you get 
the action of planting, which is the meaning 
of “Jezreel” when God restores His people 
to the land (Hos. 1:11). 
LORD, GIVE US THE LAUGHTER OF TRI- 
UMPH. 
September 9 
ABRAHAM CIRCUMCISED ISAAC (21:4) 
Abraham was 99 years old when he re- 
ceived this seal, for the progress of his life 
is a development of slow growth. His life 
is the illustration of “the spirit of faith, 
when it first starts. Even when it has 
crossed Jordan it may be without self-judg- 
ment, unchastened, unmortified. How many, 
in whom faith lives, are yet unjudged, and 
have not reached to ‘the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh’ by inward circum- 
cision. But with the spirit of sonship or 
adoption this cannot be; from the very first 
the pure life is truly circumcised; and that 
uncleanness, which faith may carry with it 
many days, is cut off at once from the new 
form of life which now is given to us.” 
We must never shrink from the knife that 
is to cut away the flesh. If we are to have 
fruitfulness for God, our hearts must know 
this cleansing. 
LORD, MAY WE NOT SHRINK FROM THE 
KNIFE THAT THOU DOST WIELD. 
September 10 
GOD HATH MADE ME TO LAUGH (21:6) 
Anything that God does is well done. 
We may pump up a little happiness from 
our circumstances, but God causes wells of 
joy to spring forth from the hidden springs. 
Sarah could have sung the Psalm which 
David wrote about the return of Israel from 
captivity. In her mouth it would have run, 
“When the Lord turned again the bar- 


renness of Sarah, I was like them that 
dream. Then was my mouth filled with 
laughter, and my tongue with singing” 
(cf. Psa. 126:1, 2). We can often get joy 
in contemplating the joy of others, and it 
is something to think about when we re- 
member that this old woman suddenly found 
herself with child. Her laughter was now 
a laughter of joy and satisfaction. Her 
condition was almost too good to be true, 
but there could be no doubt of it; it was 
true. And then the child was in her arms, 
and at her breast, and she found herself a 
mother after a life of barrenness. And, 
furthermore, she knew that it had all been 
done by the power of God. 
LORD, MAKE US LAUGH. 
September 11 
ALL THAT HEAR WILL LAUGH WITH ME 
(21:6) 
The Psalm which Sarah could have sung 
has a verse for those who stand by and see 


’ what the Lord has done. When the Lord 


turned the captivity of Israel, we read, 
“Then said they among the ‘heathen, The 
Lord hath done great things for them” 
(Psa. 126:2). And thus we may joy with 
Sarah. We can say, The Lord hath done 
great things for Sarah. And we can grow 
in the Lord to such an extent that those 
who live around us shall be forced to join 
in the testimony to the goodness and the 
power of our God. This, in turn, will draw 
us out to further praise and our God will 
be further glorified. As soon as the Psalm- 
ist records the testimony of the heathen to 
the work of God he continues, “The Lord 
hath done great things for us; whereof we 
are glad” (Psa. 126:3). 
LORD, MAKE US A CAUSE FOR PRAISE, 
EVEN AMONG THE HEATHEN. 
September 12 
WHO WOULD HAVE SAID IT! (21:7) 
The amazed and almost incredulous de- 
light of the old lady is beautiful to con- 
template. I wonder if she did not squeeze 
little Isaac so strongly as to cause him to 
cry, and then to cover him with kisses in 
her delight. ““Whoever would have thought 
it? Whoever would have dreamed of. such 
a thing? Laughter! Laughter! My little baby, 
Laughter! Whoever would have said it?” 
God Himself quotes a verse from Isaiah and 
applies it to Sarah’s joy. “Rejoice, thou 
barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, 
thou that travailest not; for the desolate 
hath many more children than she which 
hath an husband” (Isa. 54:1; Gal. 4:27). 
The bringing together of these two verses 
in their varied contexts demonstrates that 
the birth of Isaac when Sarah was old is a 
picture. of the restoration of Israel in the 
future, when the race is old, but when it 
has come through centuries of barrenness 
to trust in the Saviour and bring forth fruit 
that will outlast the millenium. 
LORD, FILL US WITH THE EXULTANT JOY 
OF FAITH'S FRUITION. 
13 
THE CHILD GREW AND WAS WEANED 


(21:8) 
In the East this takes place at a much 
later date than in our land. I have seen 


a child of seven still drawing milk from a 
mother’s breast in dark Africa. In the case 
of Isaac, the child was probably three to 
five years old when the weaning took place 
(cf. Mt. 21:16). There is a spiritual sig- 
nificance in the story, for Isaac is the type 
of the growth of joyful Christian life in 
grace. As newborn babes we are to desire 
the sincere milk of the word, that we may 
grow thereby (1 Pet. 2:2), but God tells 
us that we must be weaned, and come to the 
diet of an adult believer. “Strong meat 
belongeth to them that are of full age, even 
those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil” 
(Heb. 5:14). “Whom shall He teach 
knowledge? and whom shall He. make to 
understand doctrine? Them that are weaned 
from the milk, and drawn from the breasts” 
(Isa. 28:9). 
LORD, WEAN US. 
September 14 
ABRAHAM MADE A GREAT FEAST (21:8) 
It is always a great joy to see a believer 
grow in the knowledge of Christ. It is an 
occasion for feasting when a baby Christian 
stops wondering if he could possibly be lost, 
and grows into the meat of the Word about 
justification and security. It is an occasion 
for feasting when a believer is no longer 
concerned. with the baby: doctrines, and 
grows up to enter into a knowledge of the 
deep truths of the Word of God. It is pro- 
foundly significant that the first verse of 
the sixth chapter of Hebrews follows the 
last verse of the fifth chapter, and if the 
break be removed it will be understood 
what weaning means. The one who has 
left milk (Heb. 5:13) for meat (Heb. 
5:14), has left the primary doctrines 
(6:1,2), and will never think that the 
apostacy (6:46) could happen to a justi- 
fied man (6:9). The weaned child lives on 
grace alone. 


LORD, GIVE US THE FEAST OF OUR 


CHANGE OF DIET. 

September 15 
SARAH SAW THE SON OF HAGAR 
(21:9) 

There is no possible communion between 
Ishmael and Isaac. The former is the son 
of the slave, the latter is the son of the free 
woman. The former is a child of Abraham's 
natural “powers, the latter is the child of 
God’s miracle intervention in grace. We 
are told in Galatians that the two boys — 
historical as they are —are an allegory of 
the Old Testament and the New. Up to 
the time of Isaac's birth, Ishmael, in the eyes 
of the world, held the succession to all of 
the father’s estate. But the coming of the 
new baby changed the whole picture. Ish- 
mael represents all that there is of human 
effort, and by the very nature of grace it 
must be opposed to all that is of the free 
gift of God. If grace is to reign, law must 
be removed. 

LORD, MAKE US TO COMPREHEND OUR 
TRUE SONSHIP IN GRACE. 

September 16 
MOCKING (21:9) 

The New Testament interprets this word 
as “persecuting.” “As then he that was 


What kind of sermon is your Christianity preaching? 
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born after the flesh persecuted him that was 
born after the Spirit, even so it is now” 
(Gal. 4:29). The flesh cannot tolerate 
grace. The flesh must hate grace.” This is 
why some people, even Christians, hate 
with a positive hatred, the idea of salvation 
from start to finish as being by grace. The 
world does not hate us because we believe 
in moral reform, but they hate us as soon 
as we say that we were chosen by God in 
grace alone (John 15:19). It is, beyond any 
question, certain that any Christian who 
does not hold the doctrine of the security 
of the believer is an Ishmael Christian who 
has not yet seen the force of the flesh cast 
out of his faith in order that the child of 
the free woman might reign supreme, 
LORD, MAY WE NOT CARE FOR THE 
MOCKING, SINCE OUR NAME IS LAUGH- 
TER. 


September 17 
CAST OUT THIS BONDWOMAN AND 
HER SON (21:10) 

Sin is never single, it always comes in a 
chain reaction. Sarah's sin had produced 
envy, jealousy, and strife, and now it is to 
produce, from the human point of view, an 
act of cruelty. Hagar was not responsible 
for being a slave, and she had no say in 
having her body given to Abraham. She 
had borne the child at Sarah's arrangement, 
and in her slave-mentality, could not help 
being proud of what she had done. Sarah 
could not tolerate being despised by the 
mother, and she could not tolerate seeing 
her son mocked by Ishmael. We see that 
the harmony of the domestic scene was 
destroyed by the very means that Sarah had 
employed to bring what she thought would 
be happiness. It is-impossible to have joy 
in any way but God's way. If we grasp at 
it with our own rough hands, we will find 
that it is a thing so fragile that it will be 
destroyed with the human touch; but if we 
hold out our empty hands and trust in God, 
He will do for us exceeding abundantly 
above all that we could ask or think (Eph. 
3:20). 

LORD, MAY WE HAVE THINGS THY WAY. 
eptember 18 

THE SON OF THIS BONDWOMAN SHALL 

NOT BE HEIR WITH MY SON (21:10) 

If we see in Sarah's action nothing more 
than the venting of selfish spleen, we will 
have missed the whole point of the story. 
Sarah had tolerated the bondwoman and 
her son for some eighteen years. Now they 
must go. It is when we are weaned and have 
advanced into some understanding of spirit- 
ual truth that we shall understand that the 
seed of Hagar rises against the seed of 
Sarah, and that the two are at enmity. .As 
long as Ishmael was alone the nature of his 
fleshiness was undetected, but the moment 
he was put in contrast with the child of 
grace it became evident that he not only 
despised, but mocked and persecuted God's 
Isaac. “Isaac, though mocked, is the heir; 
and his coming casts out that which had 
hitherto occupied the house of faith.” 
LORD, CAST OUT OUR STERILE LEGALISM. 


September 19 

THE THING WAS VERY GRIEVOUS IN 
ABRAHAM'S SIGHT (21:11) 

How our will is prone to hold on to that 

which we have done in the power of our 


‘Abraham had loved this son, who, for many 
years had been his only son, and the light 
and joy of his heart. It is also quite under- 
standable that Abraham genuinely loved 
Hagar, and this in no wise detracts from the 
fact that he genuinely loved Sarah. The ex- 
clusiveness of love on the part of the woman 
was a part of the curse (Gen. 3:16), but 
it was not put upon man. This fact is one 
of the determinants of the flow of human 
history. Abraham, too, probably knew Sarah 
well enough to detect the littleness which 
was in her make-up, and which was a con- 
tributing factor in her jealousy. He prob- 
ably thought that a less severe remedy would 
accomplish the desired effect. He wanted 
to hold on to his love of the flesh. But it 
had to go. 

LORD, MAY WE UNDERSTAND THE EX- 
CLUSIVENESS OF SPIRITUAL LOVE. 


September 20 
LET IT NOT BE GRIEVOUS IN THY SIGHT 
(21:12) 

In all ages God has comforted those who 
were sorrowing by His tender words of 
grace. “Let not your heart be troubled” 
(John 14:1), is a promise that comes to the 
believer in all of the changes of life. Noth- 
ing can happen to us that has not passed 
through the will of the Father, and if there 
is something that seems naturally grievous 
to us, we may be sure that there is a super- 
natural comfort for us, and that God intends 
the circumstance to work to our spiritual 
advantage. There are times in life when it 
seems that the knife which amputates some- 
thing we love is going to cut the very cords 
of life itself. Will it be possible to see a 
thing that has been loved of the flesh totally 
disappear from our life? If we are not 
willing to find in God our greatest good, 
we can never have the joy of living. The 
amputation will not be grievous if we know 
the Lord is going to make Himself our stay. 
LORD, ASSUAGE OUR GRIEF WITH THINE 
HAND. 

September 21 
IN ALL THAT SARAH HATH SAID... 
HEARKEN (21:12) 

There are times when a man must listen 
to his wife. The Lord has not given a 
woman the place of running the man, but 
He has given her a quick discernment and 
an intuition which transcends anything that 
a man can know in so short a space of time. 
A woman can look at another woman and 
know all about her clothes and how much 
she paid for them, and can know the char- 
acter of the other woman as well, and all in 
a glance. That is why women generally do 
not like women in the world. A man will 
take much longer to learn the same lessons. 
A man should always follow his wife's ad- 
vice implicitly in every matter concerning 
any other woman. A Christian man shouldn't 
even discuss church work with another 
woman if his wife has expressed doubt as to 
the other woman's motives. The man may 
call his wife a cat for what she says, but 
two years later his experience will catch up 
with her intuition. 

LORD, GIVE US UNCOMMON SENSE. 


own flesh. It is quite understandable that ~———— 


September 22 
— SHALL THY SEED BE CALLED 
: 

God goes back to His original covenant 
promise in grace. Things are to come to 
pass in accordance with the eternal plan. 
The child of fleshly efforts is not to be the 
heir. It is the miracle child of grace who 
is to inherit. It cannot be otherwise in the 
very nature of God. We would never have 
had the boldness to draw such conclusions 
if God had not plainly revealed them in the 
New Testament. In the:story of Cain and 
Abel, and in that of Isaac and Ishmael, and 
later in that of Jacob and Esau, we have 
all that we need to demonstrate the true 
nature of the brotherhood of man. The 
principles upon which these brothers acted 
are those which animate the whole of the 
human race. And we may be sure that 
the same violent reactions will surge forth 
whenever the circumstances set the stage 
for their performance. God will bless only 
through grace and the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil hate grace. 

LORD, CALL US IN THY GRACE. 

September 23 
ALSO OF THE SON OF THE BOND- 
WOMAN (21:13) 

God had a plan for Ishmael as well as for 
Isaac. Abraham received the promise that 
his son, Ishmael, would not be forsaken, 
but that God would make a nation of him 
also. The ways of God are past finding out 
(Rom. 11:33). Ishmael has been standing 
in the land of Israel for hundreds of years, 
blocking the way of the return of Isaac. 
The Arabs are partly the Ishmaelites, and 
they have possessed the land for centuries. 
They are there today, bitterly hating the 
Jews, even as Ishmael hated Isaac from the 
day he first mocked him and persecuted 
him. But never forget that they are a nation 
because God promised Abraham that He 
would make of them a nation also. I am 
convinced that there are promises to Ish- 
mael which must be fulfilled, and that when 
God brings His people back to the land 
there will be some sort of an alliance with 
Ishmael that will secure for them a portion 
of the blessing, though it will be a portion 
subservient to that of Isaac. 


LORD, HASTEN THY WORD TO PERFORM 
September 24 
BECAUSE HE IS THY SEED (21:13) 

This is an amazing verse. Ishmael was 
the fruit of Sarah's pique and Abraham's 
easy weakness. He was to be cast out in 
accordance with a spiritual principle. He 
could not be accepted to God as the prom- 
ised line, the line of the Messiah. But he 
should be blessed, and should become a 
nation. Why? Because he was a child of 
Abraham. This is a tender verse and shows 
what God will do for a friend. Certainly 
God did not choose to make a nation of 
Ishmael because there was anything in this 
mocking, wild-ass man, but only because he 
was the child of Abraham. Here is the 
covenant of grace at work in a remarkable 
way. God had made promises to Abraham, 


(Continued on Page 46) 
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Be Strong in the Lord 


In this, our last study, we come to 
the final words of the apostle Paul 
to the Ephesians. He has been un- 
folding in his letter God’s strategy of 
“Operation Heaven.” In chapter one 
we saw the plan of the strategy; in 
chapter two we were told how the 
plan was to be executed. Chapter 
three set before us the fact that, 
through the redeemed, God’s wisdom 
and grace is to be shown. In the 
following chapters God exhorts His 
Church to live as His saints. 

Throughout this letter the apostle 
has demonstrated to us that we are 
God’s workmanship. Ruined in sin, 
we have been redeemed in Christ. 
Once poverty stricken, we are now 
rich in His grace. As saints we are 
to walk diligently in our calling. As 
we dwell among men, we are to be 
true imitators of God thus adorning 
the doctrine which we believe. We, 
who are bound for Heaven are to 
bring Heaven to earth. 

This is easier said than done. No 
one has ever realized it better than 
Paul himself. This is shown by his 
final words. The Christian life is a 
battle. Our foe is wise and strong, 
ever seeking to destroy us. In this 
last exhortation, Paul admonishes us 
to be strong in the Lord, to know our 
enemy well, and to resist in the 
strength of God, being fully equipped 


with His armor. 


Strong In The Lord 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of His 
might” (v. 10). Here Paul uses 
three words which on the surface 
appear to have the same meaning. But 
there is a difference between “strong,” 
“power,” and “might.” The term 
“strong” has within it the idea of 
ability, it tells how. resistance can be 
smashed, our word d ite comes 
from it. We are to be fortified with 
this strength which can be found 
only in the Lord. As believers, in 
constant fellowship with Him, we 
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may experience this strength flowing 
through us. In the word “power” 
emphasis is placed upon the quality 
of strength which is ours. This word 
measures the capacity of our ability. 
The Latin word suggests the English 
term “potential.” Our potential for 
living the lives of saints in a sinful 
world is to be found through the 
strength which is ours when we are 
in fellowship with our blessed Lord. 
“Might” expresses the possibility of 
the strength and power. Our English 
word “virtue” comes from the Latiri 
root word. It speaks of our integrity, 
our not going to pieces in the face of 
crisis. A close examination of these 
three terms will show the necessity 
of being in close communion with 
our Lord. In union with Him there 
is imparted to us what He is, there 
is given to us His ability to live vic- 
toriously and by Him we are fortified 
for the fray before us. 


Our Defense 

And it is a real battle. “Don the 
whole armor of God that you may be 
able to stand up to the strategies of 
the Devil” (v. 11). The term for 
Satan here describes his work. Our 
English word “Devil” comes from 
a word which means to “throw be- 
tween” and from the beginning of 
time Satan has endeavored to sepa- 
rate man from God by throwing a 
barrier between them. It is not a 
physical barrier but a spiritual one. 
In the garden it was doubt concerning 
God’s Word. which Satan used to 
deceive Eve. It was fear that he 
used to conquer Adam. Down 
through Biblical history one can see 
how he employed one thing after 
another to thwart God’s desire for 
fellowship with His creatures. Satan 
is still at it today. We. must be on 
our guard. We must not allow him to 
te us from our Lord. The 
word “wiles” describes for us the 
craftiness of Satan. The old Serpent 
has a method. It is characterized by 


insidious evil. His work is not ob- 
vious to the careless believer. He 
works “as an angel of light.” Be- 
lievers though we are, many times 
we are overcome by him because the 
temptations that we meet are so 
reasonable that we enter them with- 
out question. . 

Only God’s equipment can prepar 
us for our foe. And when we use the 
equipment we can stand up to our 
enemy. We need not be moved. 
God’s purpose in our salvation now 
is that we stand like Gibraltar, im- 
movable, resisting with the force of 
God Himself the onslaughts of the 
Evil One. 


Spiritual Warfare 


_ Paul sets forth the nature of the 
conflict. “For our wrestling is not 
against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the darkness of the world 
powers of this world, against spirit- 
ual evil in the Heavenlies” (v. 12). 
Our warfare is spiritual, not carnal. 
Though its sphere is the earth, we 
must fight with heavenly weapons. 
We fight an invisible war. This verse 
brings into focus our position in this 
present wor'd. 

Before we were saved, we lived in 
the world. We did all things as the 
world did. We lived for ourselves, 
being dead toward God. One day, 
we heard the Gospel message and by 
faith we accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour. By God’s 
wonderful grace we were delivered 
from “this present evil world.” 
Though still living in the world 
physically, we are kept from its 
spiritual evil (John 17:15-17). There 
is only one thing that God has prom- 
ised that the world will give us. That 
is tribulation. There are too many of 
us as believers who expect more from 
the world. We expect much from 
people. There is only one person 
whom we can trust and His Name 
is Jesus. For a believer to expect 


God sometimes puts us in the dark to show us that He is Light 
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something from this present world 
is as ridiculous as it would have been 
for a Jew to expect mercy at the 
hands of Hitler. 

We must never forget that this 
present world is in the hands of 
Satan. We remember when Satan 
took our Lord to a high vantage point 
and showed Him the kingdoms of the 
world ; he offered them to our Lord if 
our Lord in turn would worship him. 
During the conversation Satan says: 
“All this power will I give Thee, and 
the glory of them; for that is de- 
livered unto me; and to whomsoever 
I will I give it” (Lk. 4:6). We have 
no right to expect anything from a 
hostile world which is controlled by 
our bitterest foe. There is to be no 
compromise with Satan. We are to 
resist him until our deliverance by 
our soon-coming Lord. 

It is also to be noticed that the 
sphere of this warfare is in “the 
Heavenlies,” the spiritual realm where 
we have been blessed. Satan comes 
to the very source of our fellowship 
and by his clever strategies, hopes to 
break the line of supply between us 
and our God. The attack of Satan 
is to be severe. Our enemies will be 
many. But God is on our side. Paul 
writes therefore: “Wherefore take 
unto you the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand up in 
the evil day, and having accomplished 
all things, stand” (v. 13). We are 
not to be afraid of the foe. We are 
to vanquish him. We are to resist 
him. Literally, we are to “stand up” 
to him. 


The Believer’s Armor 


In the following verses, Paul. names 
seven things which are to make up 
the believer’s armor: truth, righteous- 
ness, witnessing, faith, salvation, the 
word, and prayer. As we examine 


each piece of our equipment, we shall 
see how fitting it is for the battle be- 
fore us, and the order in which they 
are given is indeed the exact order in 
which we need to use them. 

The first two pieces of our equip- 
ment are given as a pair—truth and 
righteousness, doctrine and conduct. 
They never can be separated. Too 
many believers are satisfied with just 
being saved. They do not care. to 
grow in the things of the Lord. This 
attitude of mind is a cardinal sin. We 
must study the Bible in order that we 
may be girded with the truth. When 
we know the truth we know what we 
can expect from God and what is 
far more important, we come to know, 
in an intimate way, God Himself. 
It is through the knowledge of the 
Word that we become strong believ- 
ers. David, from experience, writes: 
“Thy Word have I hid in my heart 
that I might not sin against Thee.” 
And again, he asks a question: 
“Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse His way? by taking heed 
thereto according to Thy Word” 
(Psa. 119:9). Only the Word of 
God can keep us from sin. Do not 
allow sin to keep you from the Word 
of God. 

Righteousness is the twin of truth. 
This speaks of our conduct. We are 
to be unblameable and without fault 
before the world. There must be 
nothing in our lives which will cast 
a stain on the testimony of our Lord. 
It is the truth which tells us how to 
be righteous. As we have seen pre- 
viously, the term righteous means “to 
be on the level, to be straight, to be 
uncrooked.” We are not to play fast 
and loose with God. Daily, as we 
seek to please Him, we shall not en- 
tertain thoughts which will be pleas- 
ing to Satan. We shall live in the 
spirit of the Word, “Let the words of 
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for anything. 





A physician who is a personal friend, gave another friend of 

mine two prescriptions, saying, “This is going to be expensive, 

I'm sorry to say.” The friend took the prescriptions to the drug 

store and the pharmacist whistled as he saw them, saying, "This 

is going to be expensive." “Yes," said my friend, pulling out a 

five dollar bill, “! imagine it will take all of this." The druggist 

searched in his price book and said, “This first one is going to 

be $32.00." My friend reached over and picked up the prescrip- 

tions, saying, “Wait a minute; I'm not that sick." Many of earth's 

remedies are only for the rich. Cortisone, to relieve the terrible 

pains of arthritis costs approximately three dollars a day for the 

remainder of the life of the patient. This other antibiotic, chlor- 

amphenicol, is $32.00. But listen to God's prescription: “Ho, 

every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, x 
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price” (Isa. 55:1). Yet 
we must not forget that the remedy was provided for us at the greatest price ever paid 
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my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O 
Lord, my strength, and my Redeem- 
er” (Psa. 19:14). Righteousness is 
spoken of under the symbo! of a 
breastplate. The breast is one of the 
most vulnerable places in which we 
could be wounded. Our conduct is 
the point at which spiritually we can 
suffer the greatest wounds. If we 
have the breastplate of righteousness, 
we need never fear our becoming a 
failure as an example of our blessed 
Lord. 


Antidote To Temptation 


If we learn a thing by doing, as 
educators agree that we do, it is in- 
teresting to note that the next piece of 
equipment allows us to exercise what 
we have learned. We are to don Gos- 
pel shoes. The best antidote to temp- 
tation is to testify to what God has 
done for us. We are to carry the 
good news to others. We are to be 
missionaries. We may never go 
across the seas, but we can go across 
the street. We are people of “good 
news.” 

We should be eager reporters, 
ready to tell others of the greatest 
event in all history. Peace has been 
negetiated between a holy God and 
sinful men. Not an armistice, not a 
truce, but a peace has been won by 
the God-man, Jesus Christ. He has 
made peace by the blood of His cross. 
We have experienced this peace— 
peace with God. Now as reporters of 
this good news we are to go forth and 
tell it. The word “preparation” is a 
time word meaning “with alacrity, 
with promptness.” We are not to 
waste our time. Immediately, eagerly, 
promptly, readily, we are to be “on 
the alert,” “shod with the Gospel of 
peace.” We are not to be so busy with 
living that we neglect our missionary 
duty. We were saved to tell others. 

There is real blessing in doing per- 
sonal witnessing for the Lord Jesus. 
There is no joy like the joy of seeing 
a person accept Christ as Saviour. 
It enables us to see the truth in ac- 
tion. It enables us to realize that a 
righteous life pays dividends now. 
When we are working for the Lord, 
Satan knows that we have no time 
forhim. And through our good news, 
comes the peace which stills the heart 
of the restless sinner. In the Gospel 
is the fulfillment of all the world 
longs for. We are to be alert, ready 
to witness to the good news. 

There will be trials. There will be 
occasions to doubt our position. Paul 

(Continued on Page 41) 
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BETHANY 


By ROBERT I. BROWN 


There are two passages in the Gos- 
pels which tell us of various incidents 
which took place at Bethany. They are 
Luke 10:38-42 and John 12:1-11. I 
want us to center our thoughts on 
Bethany because I believe that our 
Lord is seeking that individually and 
collectively we should give Him what 
He first received there. 


Now in the 38th verse of Luke 10 
there is a very simple word, “a certain 
woman named Martha received Him 
into her house.” Everything begins 
there. She received Him into her 
house. They tell me sometimes that 
I am unorthodox, well let us be really 
unorthodox and begin with the appeal! 
You see unless you have received the 
Lord Jesus Christ into your house, un- 
less you have received Him with your 
heart, unless He is the center of your 
life and of your being and of your 
thinking, you cannot begin to under- 
stand what we are now going to say. 
John 1:12 tells us clearly that as many 
as received Him to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God. And we 
want to make it abundantly plain that 
unless you have received Jesus Christ 
as your personal Saviour, you cannot 
be a. son of God, you cannot be a 
Christian or have any possible under- 
standing of what follows. 


You remember, too, that in the early 
days of the church in the Acts of the 
Apostles, that they that received the 
Word, were baptized and then they 
went on into the fellowship of the 
church. Some seek to reverse that or- 
der today and disastrous confusion is 


the result. 





Mr. Brown is a veteran missionary work- 
ing under the North Africa Mission in the 
Moslem field of Tunisia. He is at present 
in the United States doing deputation 
work for this mission. Our readers are re- 
quested to pray for him and his ministry 
in behalf of Moslem North Africa. 
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Bethany is the type of a fruitful Christian and a fruitful 
church, and we shall see that there are certain principles 
demonstrated at Bethany which, if we grasp them, will 
lead us into fruitfulness. 


Let us pause a moment to reconsider 
what this means. Concerning Jesus 
Christ we read that all things were 
created by Him and for Him, that all 
things consist or cohere in Him, and 
yet He waits to be received into lowly 
and contrite hearts. That is a tremen- 
dous thing to realize. 


Now in the second place at Bethany 
we read that Mary sat at His feet and 
heard His Word. The tense of the 
word “heard” in the Greek text is an 
imperfect so we can quite well trans- 
late it, “she sat at His feet and went 
on listening to His Word.” By con- 
trast we read that Martha was “cum- 
bered about much serving.” The Greek 
word suggests that her face was all 
lined and furrowed by her anxiety. 
You have a very striking American 
expression, which we-could use, “she 
was het up” about her serving. 


I have very many American friends, 
but I am going to suggest that in some 
ways this applies to you. This is a 
very busy country, it is a hectic coun- 
try, and it is very possible that some 
of you are getting “het up” about your 
serving. You see both Mary and 
Martha loved the Lord, both had their 
seasons of activity, and I am making 
no plea for doing less for our Lord, 
but our Lord was trying to point out 
to Martha that what she wanted was a 
right sense of values, that she wanted 
to. realize what were priorities, and 
sitting at His feet and listening to His 
Word was and is priority m r one. 


You know a good deal of this being 
cumbered about much serving, and 
rushing around and being busy is just 
serving ourselves. I would hate to 
criticize Martha, but I feel that she 
was much more concerned about her 
own reputation as a hostess, and about 
the order and arrangement of her 
home than she was about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I think that is why the 
Lord gently rebuked her. It is so pos- 
sible for us to be barren in the mi 


Sin will keep you from the Bible 


of our business. We have to take root 
downwards if we are to bear fruit up- 
wards, so we must sit at His feet and 
listen to His word. 


Now we turn over into John’s Gos- 
pel and in the 12th chapter we find 
our third point, that the Lord Jesus 
was precious there at Bethany. He was 
anointed at Bethany. Matthew, Mark, 
and John all record an anointing, but 
Matthew and Mark tell us that it took 
place two days before the Passover, 
whereas John says it took place six 
days before; they say that the women 
anointed His feet; John says that His 
head was anointed; there it took place 
in Simon’s house, here it is presumably 
in Martha’s house. So I believe that 
there were two anointings, but that is 
not of supreme importance. He was 
anointed there because He was infinite- 
ly precious. 


Mark makes it quite clear our Lord 
spent the last week of His earthly life 
passing between Jerusalem and Beth- 
any, and about this time the incident 
of the fig tree occurs. He came look- 
ing for fruit in Israel and found none, 
and then He went on to Bethany and 
found fruit. What does Bethany mean? 
What does the very word mean? It 
means the “house of figs.” And why 
was it that organized religion was 
fruitless and Bethany was fruitful? 
Because at Bethany Jesus Christ was 
in the very center of things. That is 
the important thing, and I would that 
we should understand it, because in 
so. many places, the denomination, or 
the non-denomination, or the organi- 
zation, or the fellowship, or some other 
thing has usurped the place of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us be set on 
this one thing, that He is at the center 
of everything, that everything is unto 
Him, everything is for Him, that all 
our planning and praying and activity 
is to bring Him into the very center. 
That is why the Lord loved Bethany, 
that is why it was a fruitful place, and 

(Continued on Page 35) 
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Texts the Romanists Have Twisted 


The Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


Tuis IS THE LAST IN THE SERIES BY THE EDITOR ON TEXTS THAT HAVE 

BEEN TWISTED. THE APOSTLE PETER TELLS US THAT THE SCRIPTURES CAN’ 

NOT BE BROKEN, BUT THIS SERIES IS PRESENTED SO THAT CHRISTIAN PEOPLE 

MAY CLEARLY SEE HOW THE ROMAN CaTHOLIC CHURCH HAS TWISTED CER’ 

TAIN TRUTHS TO SUIT THEIR PURPOSE. THE FIRST ARTICLE IN THE SERIES 
WAS PRESENTED IN OUR JANUARY ISSUE. 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


We come now to a consideration of 
the doctrine of the Church, as taught 
by Rome and as taught by the Word. 
It is not our purpose to be unchari- 
table to those of the Roman com- 
munion. However, since the Catholic 
church arrogates to itself the position 
of sole custodian of divine truth, one 
has a right to question its position 
when that position is in conflict with 
the Word of God. — 


The Roman Church 


Any Catholic document will set 
forth in unmistakable terms that the 
Roman church is the sole custodian 
of truth. The church, alone, is the 
gateway to Heaven. Only the church 
has the wisdom to govern the conduct 
of its followers in every phase of life. 
On all questions the voice of the 
church is final. Further, the church 
maintains that it, and it alone, is the 
church which was founded by Jesus 
Christ. There is no other. From its 
inception to the present hour the 
church has not changed in doctrine 
or practice. These are the claims 
which we deny in the light of the 
Bible. The Roman church is not the 
church of our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
we believe that church to be nothing 
more nor less than baptized pagan- 
ism. In previous studies we have 
shown that Catholic scholars them- 
selves are forced to admit that many 
of the teachings current in the present 
day Roman church have been grounded 
in tradition, sentimentality and false 
logic. Our purpose, here, is to present 


the facts from the Word of God so 
that those who read may make their 
own decision. 

By Rome, the church is looked 
upon as a theocracy, that is to say, 
the rule of God upon the earth 
through an outward organization. 
They reason that if God set up a 
theocracy in olden days and mani- 
fested Himself through Israel, in 
like manner God manifests Himself 
through the church. As Israel had 
her priests and rituals, so should the 
church. As the priests of old pre- 
scribed the rules and regulations for 
conduct, so should the priesthood of 
the church. Thus ignoring Biblical 
facts, Rome creates her doctrine of 
the church through false reasoning. 


False Spiritualization 


To strengthen their doctrine of the 
church, Roman theology has taken all 
the Messianic promises to themselves 
through a false spiritualization. They 
lean heavily on those passages in the 
prophets which speak of a redeemed 
Israel, having returned to the land, 
the temple service being restored. 
Rome sees herself as Israel in this 
favored position. In Roman eyes, 
Christ does not rule from Jerusalem 
as Messiah, but from Rome in the 
person of the pope. The entire theo- 
cratic system is borrowed from re- 
stored Israel. The presuppositions of 
Roman theology are as follows: first, 
the church is to be a kingdom ruled 
in His absence by men; second, the 
church, therefore, is to be a visible 


lt is worse to live a day without prayer than 


theocracy, and it is to be a substitute 
for the Jewish theocracy which re- 
jected Christ; third, in the church, 
until the day of judgment, the bad 
are to be mingled with the good; 
fourth, its extent is to be universal, 
and its duration will be to the end of 
time ; fifth, all powers that oppose the 
church shall be crushed; sixth, the 
church is a supernatural kingdom of 
truth, in the world, though not of it; 
seventh and lastly, the church is one 
and undivided, and this unity shall be 
a witness to all men that its founder 
came from God. 


Romanism and Salvation 

As regards the church as the gate- 
way to salvation and Heaven, the 
church teaches that only through it 
can we participate in the redemption 
wrought for us by Christ. Only in- 
corporation in the church can unite 
us to the family of the second Adam, 
and can engraft us into the true Vine. 
The church alone dispenses the sacra- 
ments. It alone makes known the light 
of revealed truth. Outside the church 
these gifts cannot be obtained. From 
all this THERE IS BUT ONE 
CONCLUSION: UNION WITH 
THE CHURCH IS NOT MERE- 
LY ONE OUT OF VARIOUS 
MEANS BY WHICH SALVA- 
TION MAY BE OBTAINED: IT 
IS THE ONLY MEANS. Thus 
speaks the Catholic Encyclopedia on 
the church. This is not my opinion 
or interpretation. This is the sub- 
stance of the doctrine of the Roman 
Church. 
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Rome’s Authority 


As to the authority of the church 
there are several things of interest to 
be noted. First of all, the church re- 
fuses to have its authority questioned 
by the faithful and under no circum- 
stance are the faithful to be con- 
sidered as having delegated that au- 
thority to it. This has been an issue 
within Romanism. The very fact the 
Roman theologians would pose the 
question shows that there has been a 
departure from the Biblical position. 
In 1794, Pope Pius VI, found it nec- 
essary to condemn this teaching in 
his Constitution “Auctorem Fidei.” 
The supposed error still persisted and 
Pope Pius X found it necessary to 
condemn the teaching again in his 
Encyclical on the errors of the Mod- 
ernists. In no sense is the church to 
be considered democratic where its 
authority is concerned. 


The authority of the church is two- 
fold: dogmatic and jurisdictional. 
Dogmatic authority involves the pow- 
er to teach divine truth which has 
been committed to it. This author- 
ity also establishes the moral law as 
an unfailing guide to correct conduct. 
Jurisdictional authority involves the 
power to establish and enforce such 
laws and regulations as are necessary 
to the well-being of the church. Su- 


# preme authority over a body carries 


with it the right to govern and direct. 
The three elements which go to con- 
stitute jurisdictional power—legisla- 
tive power, judicial power, and coer- 
cive power—are, moreover, all implied 
in Christ’s directions to the apostles. 


It can be clearly seen why the 
church can hold such a dictatorial 
sway over its members. And please 
note, the facts we have given are 
taken from Catholic authorities. The 
church maintains its totalitarian posi- 
tion through its claim of receiving its 
authority “from above” and not 
“from beneath,” the assumption being 
that the people are from below. From 
the above teaching it can be seen why 
good Catholics must place the church 
above love of country or any other 
loyalty. From the above it can be seen 
why a Catholic owes allegiance to two 
countries, the one in which he was 
born and the one into which he was 
baptized. From the above it can be 
seen why in every turn of world af- 
fairs we discover the political chican- 
ery of the Vatican keeping the inter- 
ests of the church well guarded. 

One wonders if we do not have in 


the Roman church the mustard seed 
springing up abnormally into a tree 
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in which the birds of the air make 
their lodging. Does this monstrosity 
represent the true church intended by 
our Lord? Space does not allow us 
to unravel the true from the false 
through the course of history but we 
now turn to the Word. 


God’s People 

There are two interesting meanings 
to be found in the term “church”; 
one through translation, the other 
through transliteration. The former 
comes from the Greek termgkklesia, 
which has been translated “assembly,” 
literally, “a called out group,” for a 
given purpose. The second meaning 
takes the word “church” back through 
the Scotch kirk and the German 
kirche to two Greek words, kurtokos, 





Coming 
NEXT MONTH 


First in a series of helpful 
studies by the Editor on the mean- 
ing of our position in the body of 
Christ. The series will run for 
five issues and will cover: 


“BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST" 

1. The Meaning of the Term 
“Baptism.” 

2. Into His Election, Virgin Birth, 
and Circumcision. 

3. Into His Increase, Baptism, 
and Ministry. 


4. Into His Suffering, Death, Bu- 
rial and Resurrection. 


5. Into His Ascension and Glori- 
fication. 











and possibly kuriakon. The first words 
mean “that which belongs to a lord, 
pertaining to a lord.” The second 
term means “the home or house of a 
lord.” Putting the two terms together 
you have “a called out people who 
belong to the Lord and who are His 
home.” This is what we are in fact. 
By the Holy Spirit we have been 
chosen of God to be His people. 
Through redemption we are made 
righteous and thus acceptable to God. 
We are saved in order that the Lord 
may make His home in us and that 
we might belong to Him. 


Israel and the Church 
The question may be asked was 
there not a church in the Old Testa- 
ment times? Linguistically we must 
answer in the affirmative. In fact, 
Rome makes good use of the word to 
her advantage. The Septugint, the 


Bent knees make strong backs 
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Greek translation of the Old Testa- 
ment, constantly uses ekklesia for an 
assembly of God’s people. If this be 
true, then may we conclude that there 
is no difference between Israel and 
the church as we know it? Must we 
conclude that the Roman church is © 
correct when it maintains they are the 
visible church patterned after the 
theocracy of Israel? To answer these 
questions is to observe that linguistics 
is not to be pushed too far. 

As we have seen, the word ekklesi 
has to do with a “calling out” of a per- 
son, or a group. The word itself has no 
theological implications. The theolog- 
ical implications are found in the 
context. Adam, Shem, Noah, Abra- 
ham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, 
and David were “called out” ones for 
whom the Lord had a specific work 
to do. Israel became a “‘called out” 
nation which was to witness to the 
one true God, and which was to be 
the channel through which the Mes- 
siah was to come as well as the cus- 
todian of the revealed truth of God. 
There can be no doubt of the fact 
that these men and many in Israel 
were saved on the basis of the Old 
Covenant. It is true that salvation 
was then of the Jews. Only a Jew 
could be saved. Ruth had to become 
a Jew before she could be saved. She 
said, “Thy people shall be my people, 
and thy- God, my God.” Ruth had to 
be one with Naomi’s people before 
she could worship her God. Naaman, 
after being healed in Jordan, returned 
to Syria and in his home placed a plot 
of Palestinian earth in order that on 
Jewish ground he might pray to Je- 
hovah. 

But when the Lord Jesus came 
something happened. Israel had re- 
jected God. They would not receive 
His son as the Messiah. God then 
turned to the Gentiles “to take out 
a people for His name.” These chosen 
ones become His peculiar people, 
which is to say, His highly valued 
people. We have become His pur- 
chased possession. In Christ Jesus 
we have become sons, members of 
His family. 


Born Into God’s Family 

How do we become members of 
His Church? God has given two 
means whereby we become members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ. He 
has given His Word and His Holy 
Spirit. It is through the Word that 
we have the story of the Gospel. As 
we see our sinfulness and God’s holi- 
ness, we come to the realization that 

(Continued on Page 40) 
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“William Jarvis Abdy was born in 
London in 1755 and was brought up 
by a godly mother to know and serve 
God from childhood. He entered the 
ministry at an early age, and after 
serving two curacies in London, he 
became curate of St. John’s, Horsly- 
down, where he remained for forty- 
one years till his death in 1823. 
Shortly afterwards twenty-five of 
his sermons were edited by his son. 
Here is part of the second of these 
sermons.” 


From this declaration of the kind- 
ness and philanthropy of God our 
heavenly Father toward the human 
race, we learn that without Christ, 
all mankind is in a perishing con- 
dition, but that through Him a way 
is opened for their salvation, and that 
faith is the one comprehensive means 
of salvation, for all who are sensible 
of their lost condition, and are in 
earnest, seeking to be saved. 


The words are so plain and express, 


that one would wonder how any could 


mistake them by limiting their extent, 
and denying so evident a proposition, 
that God’s love to mankind respected 
the whole human race, and that the 
consequent gift of Christ was de- 
signed to render the salvation of 
every individual a possible thing. I 
am no friend to controversy, and dep- 
recate the idea of exciting a strife 
about words and phrases, among the 
professed disciples of that Lord, the 
grand characteristics of whose reli- 
ion are peace and love; and there- 
ore, without partiality for human 
systems and opinions, I would wish 





Basil F. C. Atkinson will bring to our read- 
ers messages from great preachers of an 
earlier time. As Under-Librarian at Univer- 
sity Library Cambridge he has ready access 
to its rich theological treasures. 


Preach Christ, not merely about Him 


JARVIS ABDY 


For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 


lasting life (John 3:16). 


every separate declaration to speak 
for itself, and to be understood ac- 
cording to its own plain and obvious 
signification. 

When, therefore, I open this blessed 
book, and read this plain declaration, 
“God so loved the world,” it- strikes 
my mind, as I think it ought to strike 
the mind of every one who hears it, 
that God, our heavenly Father, out of 
His boundless and infinite compas- 
sion for the lost and ruined race of 
man, was pleased, by His own Son, 
to devise and execute such a method 
of salvation for His apostate crea- 
tures, in every age, in every period, 
and in every part of the world, as 
that no one sinner, whatever crimes 
he might have committed, should con- 
sider himself excluded from forgive- 
ness, and absolutely doomed to de- 
struction, if with a penitent and obe- 
dient heart, he had recourse to Jesus 
Christ, desirous of obtaining salvation 
by His infinite and everlasting merits. 


The words of my text cannot bear 
a less extensive meaning ; nor is there 
a sinner here, nor in any part of the 
globe, though he may be chargeable 
with crimes, at which our nature, bad 
as it is, must shudder, but might,: on 
hearing these words, be justified in 
saying to himself, though I am a mon- 
ster of wickedness and not fit to live 
upon earth, yet in God’s love to the 
world at large, in giving His Son, He 
did not mean to exclude me from all 
hope of salvation, but if I confess, 
and forsake my sins, I may be saved, 
from His own declaration, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 


God forbid that we should dishonor 
the work of the Holy Spirit, or de- 
tract from His high and important 
office, in bending the stubborn wills 
of rebellious sinners to receive the 


doctrine, and submit to the yoke of 
Christ; but then, as His work is se- 
cret and imperceptible, ours is more 
open and visible; faith cometh by 
hearing, and many proofs are this day 
before me, that we may preach, and 
you may hear the Gospel, year after 
year, and yet the Holy Spirit may 
never work powerfully and effectually 
upon your hearts; still, as the serv- 
ants of the Lord, we must proceed 
with our Master’s work, patiently and 
perseveringly preaching the Gospel, 
and therein God’s love to the whole 
human race, making a universal tender 
of salvation to all, that none may con- 
tinue in impenitence and unbelief, 
under a pretense that they are abso- 
lutely excluded from divine mercy, 
and waiting for that time of love, 
when our “Gospel shall come to you 


.not in word only but in power, and 


in the Holy Spirit, and in much as- 
surance.” ... 

But beside the gracious words 
which dropped from His lips, the rec- 
ords of mercy adduce a number of 
living instances, selected out of the 
worst of mankind as actual proofs of 
the love of God, and of the compas- 
sion of Jesus Christ for perishing sin- 
ners. Yes, my brethren, so large and 
unconfined was our Saviour’s good- 
ness, that when He came into our 
wilderness, to seek and to save that 
which was lost, He was bitterly re- 
proached by His supercilious enemies 
for being so easy of access to all sorts 
of people, and on some occasions be- 
coming the guest of publicans and 
sinners. 

At His glorious resurrection from 
the dead, He did not rise with angry 
resentment and vindictive rage, 
against those who had been His be- 
trayers and murderers, but singled 
them out from the rest of mankind, 

(Continued on Page 39) 
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Dr. Robert R. Fritsch, who has written the lessons since the inception of ETERNITY, 
will contribute articles from time to time on various Bible study subjects. He has written 
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his faithful work for ETERNITY and for Revelation, and ask that you join us in prayer 
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SEPTEMBER 16, 1951 


The Larger Fellowship of 
Christians 


LESSON TEXT: ACTS 11:27-30; 
15:1-2, 22-23, 28-31; 2 CORIN- 
THIANS 9:1-5 
Golden Text: “He that is not against 

us is for us” (Lk. 9:50). 

Following upon last week’s lesson 
on “Fellowship in the Church,” in 
which we considered some of the 
spiritual principles upon which New 
Testament churches were based, we 
come today to consider the relation- 
ship of the individual Christian, of 
the local church, and of any group 
of churches to the wider circle of 
believers. How this relationship is 
to be expressed is one of the burning 
questions of our day, providing more 
room for disagreement than almost 
any other single theme. This lesson 
should afford opportunity for class 
discussion among senior pupils, with 
teacher guidance toward the accept- 
ance of principles learned from apos- 
tolic practice. 


Lesson Material 


Our first passage (Acts 11:27-30) 
describes a development in the first 
Gentile church: soon after its found- 
ing. The second half of this chapter 
tells the story of the preaching of the 
Gospel in Antioch (Syria) by refu- 
gees from persecution. First they 
confined their ministry to Jews, but 
some among them began to share the 
message with Gentiles, with the re- 
sult that “a great number believed, 
and turned unto the Lord” (v. 21). 


When the news of this surprising 
spiritual movement reached the church 
in Jerusalem, it was decided to send 
Barnabas to investigate. No choice 
could have been wiser. Recognizing 
the activity of the Holy Spirit, Barna- 
bas encouraged the new Gentile con- 
verts, and worked with Saul of Tarsus 
in the task of guiding and instructing 
them. For “a whole year” they en- 
gaged in this glad task, during which 
time an incident occurred which re- 
vealed the fine spirit of these Gentile 
Christians. 


Under the continued persecution 
in Jerusalem, a group of preachers 
who possessed the gift of prophecy 
fled from the Holy City and came to 
Antioch. One of their number, Aga- 
bus, foretold the approach of a world- 
wide famine, which would impose 
special hardship upon the little com- 
munity of believers in Jerusalem. 
Recognizing their indebtedness to the 
Jerusalem church, through whose 
suffering had come their own knowl- 
edge of Christ, the believers of An- 
tioch gave to a fund, “every man ac- 
cording to his ability,” and sent the 
proceeds to Jerusalem by Barnabas 
and Saul. 


Christians in Council 


Turning to Acts 15, we shall find 
it necessary to read most of the chap- 
ter, although the lesson material re- 
fers only to selected verses. The 
scene is still Antioch, where the 
church faced its first doctrinal crisis. 
Certain Christian Jews from Judea, 
who themselves continued to adhere 
to Mosaic rite and custom, asserted 
the necessity for Gentile converts to 


conform to the Jewish practice of 


| circumcision. Paul’s resistance to this 


doctrine of “salvation by works” can 
be imagined ; the record says that he 
and Barnabas “had no small dissen- 
sion and disputation with them.” 
Failing to reach agreement with these 
Judaizers, Paul,and Barnabas decided 
to go to Jerusalem itself and argue 
the case there, this decision having 
the approval of the church. 


The report of the conference shows 
that it was greatly influenced by a 
speech from Peter, who had learned 
the ways of God in redemption 
through a vivid personal experience 
(Acts 11). When he had pleaded 
that no “yoke” should be placed upon 
the neck of the Gentile believers, Paul 
and Barnabas rehearsed the story of 
their missionary journey, emphasiz- 
ing how God had wrought “miracles 
and wonders” among the Gentiles. 
The summing up was given by the 
apostle James (brother of our Lord), 
who proposed that a message be sent 
to Antioch releasing them from any 
obligation to Jewish ritual, and only 
requiring that they should observe 
conduct becoming to Christians, dis- 
associating themselves from idola- 
trous practices, guarding their moral 
conduct, and following the laws of 
health in their food. (Some scholars 
think that “things strangled”—v. 20 
—was not in the original, and that 
“from blood” is a prohibition against 
murder.) Thus, by friendly discus- 
sion under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit, the problem was solved and 
harmcny was preserved. 


Dr. Fritsch’s Valedictory 
At the end of the last lesson 
Dr. Fritsch prepared for.us (Sep- 
tember 9, which appeared in our 
August issue), he wrote: 
I am writing this lesson on the 
_ prairies of Kansas, at the geogra- 
phical center of our great country. 
From my window in the parson- 
age where I am being entertained, 
I can see a vast acreage of wheat- 
fields extending to distant horiz- 
ons beyond w Eternity bears 
its message to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. 

From this radiating center, I 
send to all of you, members of 
the fellowship and brotherhood of 
Christian people, this exhortation: 
Let us walk worthy of the high, 
holy, and heavenly calling where- 
with we are called; let us walk in 
love, as Christ also hath loved us; 
let us walk as children of light; 
let us walk circumspectly, and as 
Enoch of old, walk with God, 
pleasing not ourselves, but Him. 


The New Testament knows nothing of a comfortable Christianity 


SEPTEMBER 1951 





Paul’s Appeal . 
For a correct understanding of 2 
Cor. 9:1-5 it is necessary to read the 
previous chapter. Back in 1 Cor. 
16: 1-3 Paul had given instructions 
to the Corinthian church for making 
the collection which the Gentile 
churches were sending to relieve their 
brethren in Jerusalem. Apparently 
the Corinthians had been remiss in 
this matter ; they had shown enthusi- 
asm and professed good intentions, 
concerning which Paul had spoken 
to others, using the Corinthians as 
examples ; but in actual fact they had 
been tardy. So, “lest our boasting of 
you should be in vain,” Paul was 
sending Titus and others (8:23) to 
receive their gifts “as a benefaction, 
and not as something extorted from 
you” (v. 5 Weymouth). 
Lesson Plan 
1. Contributing to Need 
a. Antioch helped Jerusalem 
b. Areas where we may help 
2. Conferring for Guidance 
a. The Council in Jerusalem 
b. The democracy of the church 


3. Co-operating in love 
a. Agreeing in the faith 
b. United in the Spirit 

1. From the example of the early 
Church we learn the obligation for 
Christians to contribute to one an- 
other’s need. The believers of An- 
tioch readily responded to the sug- 
gestion that their Jerusalem brethren 
would suffer from famine; and 
throughout his ministry Paul taught 
new Gentile churches their responsi- 
bility toward the impoverished Chris- 
tian community in the Holy City. 

Do similar challenges come to us 
today? Since World War II, Amer- 
ican Christians have sent large quan- 
tities of food and clothing to the 
suffering believers of Europe. Most 
denominations have organized their 
own relief efforts, and thousands of 
hungry and ill-clad people in Ger- 
many and elsewhere have had prac- 
tical demonstration of the reality 
of Christian love. The need does 
not lessen. Thousands of Korean 
Christians have sustained tragic loss 
in the past year, and their plight 
calls to us for a practical response. 

2. Our Scripture portions also re- 
mind us how Christians got together 
in conference that they might bene- 
fit from one another’s experience. 
Meeting together voluntarily and on 
terms of equality, the representa- 
tives from Antioch enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of the mature judgment of 
the apostles. In the same way, 
churches come together for fellow- 
ship and counsel today. The New 
Testament pattern provides for no 
ecclesiastical control and domina- 


26 


tion; but it sets its seal to the free 
association of believing people that 
they may seek the mind of the Lord 
on matters of mutual interest and 
inspire one another with their fel- 
lowship. 

3. All such co-operation must be 
on the basis of love and a common 
faith. Efforts to bring religious 
groups together who have no har- 
mony of conviction on essential things 
has no endorsement from Scripture. 
Agreement on vital truth—the au- 
thority of Scripture, the eternal deity 
of Christ, the substitutionary char- 
acter of the atonement — is essential 
to fellowship and co-operation. When 
these things are present, believers are 
“one in Christ Jesus” whether bound 
together organizationally or not. They 
should surely seek to manifest this 
spiritual unity to the world in every 
way possible. 


SEPTEMBER 23, 1951 
Living Together in the World 


LESSON TEXT: ISAIAH 65-17- 


25; ACTS 17:24-28 
Golden Text: “Have we not all one 
father? hath not one God created us?” 
(Mal. 2:10). 

Having considered fellowship be- 
tween Christians, we now strike a 
larger circle in two lessons which 
have the general title, “World Wide 
Relationships.” The desire for 
peace among the nations is every- 
where expressed. What prospects 
are there for world peace? And 
what can Christians contribute to- 
ward a better understanding among 
men? These are some of the timely 
issues which today’s lesson suggests. 


Lesson Material 

The glorious prospect described 
in Isaiah 65:17-25 could not have 
been exhausted in the restoration of 
Israel to their own land, following 
the Babylonian captivity. The con- 
ditions set forth surpass anything 
that man has realized since the loss 
of Eden, and the fulfillment of these 
verses must therefore be placed in 
the future. Peter still looked for- 
ward to the fulfillment of this prom- 
ise, for he said: “We, according to 
His promise, look for new Heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:13). 

The characteristics of the Messi- 
anic kingdom here recited occur 
again and again in Isaiah’s proph- 
ecy. There is to be no more weep- 
ing, since sorrow, and the causes 
of sorrow, are to be removed (19). 
Longevity is to be the experience of 
all (20). Moffatt renders this verse: 
“No babe shall die there any more in 
infancy, nor any old man who has 


not lived out his years of life ; he who 
dies youngest lives a hundred years ; 
anyone dying under a hundred years 
must be accursed by God.” Verses 
21-23 described a reversal of condi- 
tions so often experienced by Israel. 
Misfortune and war would no longer 
deprive the people of the fruits of 
their labors or of the enjoyment of 
it. What they built they would oc- 
cupy; what they sowed they would 
reap. 

Such material blessing in store is 
bound up in the prospect of a new 
spiritual relationship (24). So un- 
broken would be the fellowship be- 
tween the Lord and his regenerate 
people that He could say: “Before 
they call, I will answer.” Finally, 
peace is to be experienced by all crea- 
tion. The fact that this final promise 
echoes the words of Isaiah 11:6, 
where it is associated with the right- 
eous reign of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
confirms the Messianic nature of this 
passage. 

Paul’s Speech in Athens 

Our New Testament Scripture 
(Acts 17:24-28) is part of the apostle 
Paul’s address to the philosophers at 
Mars’ Hill, Athens. Taking as his 
text the inscription on an altar, “To 
the Unknown God,” Paul had _ said, 
“Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor- 
ship, Him declare I unto you.’ 

He proceeded to expose the fool- 
ishness of idolatry by declaiming on 
the creatorship of God. To suppose 
that He could be contained in tem- 
ples, or that man could contribute 
anything to Him, was to belittle God. 
In support of his argument he quoted 
the Greek poets (28), proceeding to 
ask: If we are God’s offspring, how 
can we consider Him in the guise of 
an idol which is the work of men’s 
hands? 

In demonstration of the divine sov- 
ereignty, the apostle spoke of God 
as having “made of one blood all na- 
tions of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth,” thus restating His 
creatorship; and furthermore he 
claimed that God rules in the affairs 
of men, governing the cycles of his- 
tory (“hath determined the times be- 
fore appointed”) and defining the 
spheres of nations (“the bounds of 
their habitation”). The purpose of 
all His dealings with men, said Paul, 
is “that they should seek the Lord.” 
Thus he struck a clear evangelistic 
note, elaborated in a call for repent- 
ance (30), and in the presentation of 
Christ as risen Lord and coming 
Judge (31). 

word is necessary about our 
Golden Text if only to say that it 
cannot be used to support the mis- 
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chievous doctrine of the universal 
fatherhood of God. The widest ap- 
plication that can be given to it is to 
make it include all Israel, who stood 
in a unique relationship to God, un- 
shared by any other people. Even 
this relationship was forfeited by sin, 
however, causing our Lord to say to 
the Jews of His day: “If God were 
your Father ye would love.me. ... 
Ye are of your father, the devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye will do” 
(John 8:42, 44). 


Lesson Plan 


1. Yearning for Peace 
a. Jewish longing 
b. Divine prediction 
2. Working for Peace 
a. Prevailing unrest 
b. Christian contributions 
3. Promise of Peace 
a. Human frustrations 
b. God's program 
1. A short time ago, the Russians 
launched a great peace drive, insin- 
cere as to its intentions perhaps, but 
cleverly appealing to a great, uni- 
versal longing. All down the cen- 
turies men have hoped for peace— 
devised plans for it, written books 
about it, preached sermons on it, 
dreamed dreams about it, and even 
fought wars to secure it. “Give 
peace in our time, O Lord,” is the 
cry of human hearts all through the 
years. 
The Jewish people longed for 


peace. It is interesting to discover . 


how much of the Old Testament is 
taken up with this theme: prayers for 
peace on the part of God’s people, 
and promises of peace from the Lord 
Himself. National sin brought the 
penalty of invasion and war, followed 
by captivity ; and in their distress the 
people cried to God for the blessing 
of peace. 

So we find that the reward of obe- 
dience to divine law is frequently 
stated in terms of peace, both for the 
individual and the nation. “Great 
peace have they which love Thy law” 
(Psa. 119:165). The ancient prophe- 
cies are rich in prediction of the time 
when war should be abolished and 
the people of God should enjoy pros- 
perity amid peace. 

2. Desire for peace is one of the 
characteristics of today. A few men 
in a few nations may plan for war 
and be willing to precipitate the 
world into a new carnage; but the 
rank and file of men and women are 
for peace. This longing is impressive 
against a background of international 
unrest. Peace depends upon harmony 
in human relationships, and this basic 
requirement is sadly lacking. Among 
nations, in industry, in politics, and 
in many domestic situations, there is 
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no true understanding, with the result 
that discords arise and disputes are 
engendered. 

Have Christians any contribution 
to make to our troubled world that 
will make for better relationships and 
thus further the cause of peace? We 
recall the seventh Beatitude, “Blessed 
are the peacemakers” (Mt. 5:9). 
How can we fulfill its requirements? 
A few years ago, two leaders in 
Christian work returned home from 
a visit to another country, bringing 
with them adverse criticisms of that 
country which they widely circulated. 
Was that contributing to peace? Is 
it not important that the Lord’s peo- 
ple should seek an intelligent under- 
standing of other nations and en- 
deavor to create good will? Travel, 
correspondence, interchange of lead- 
ing workers—these all can improve 
international relationships, and when 
conducted at the Christian level may 
be a real contribution to peace. 

3. It has to be confessed that the 
past does not offer any encourage- 
ment to hope for the establishment 
of permanent peace through human 
effort. Great hopes were centered in 
the League of Nations after World 
War I, which was referred to as “a 
war to end war.” But the League 
came to naught, and World War II 





“Of One Blood” 


Paul’s statement that God “hath 
made of one blood all nations of 
men” is endorsed by science. Until 
last year the American Red Cross 
indicated on its blood stocks the 
race of each individual donor. This 
practice was discontinued on the 
proposal of the medical policy com- 
mittee. An official statement read: 
“Human blood does not differ be- 
cause of the race of the bleeder. 
It has long been scientifically es- 
tablished that differences in blood 
types, the presence or absence of 
the Rh factor, and other classifica- 
tions, exist without regard to race 
and are not affected by it.” 











brought disillusionment and further 
havoc. This is no reason why we 
should cease to strive for harmony 
between nations ; but it is a reminder 
that it does not lie with man to solve 
his problems and usher in the Millen- 
nium. 

So, with gratitude, we look to 
God’s program to accomplish what 
human effort cannot attain. “In His 
days shall the righteous flourish ; and 
abundance of peace so long as the 
moon endureth” (Psa. 72:7). Peace 


for this world awaits the revelation 
of the Prince of Peace. As His repre- 
sentatives among men we should seek 
to be “peacemakers” ; but all the time 
we must recognize that there can be 
no enduring peace until the plan of 
redemption is consummated in the 
establishment of Christ’s kingdom. 


SEPTEMBER 30, 1951 
Enlarging the Christian 
Fellowship 
LESSON TEXT: ROMANS 


15:14-29 
Golden Text: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth” (Rom. 1:16). 

Completing this series of lessons 
on the church and its relationships it 
is proper that we have this lesson on 
the missionary task. No better ex- 
ample could be furnished than the 
apostle Paul, from whose letter to 
the Romans we have for the basis of 
our study an interesting, concluding 
passage in which he states some of 
the principles of his ministry in the 
Gospel. In presenting this lesson we 
shall endeavor to emphasize Christ’s 
missionary commission, to state the 
existing need for worldwide evangel- 
ism, and to challenge our classes with 
a call té service. 


Lesson Material 

-Romans 15:14 begins the apostle’s 
epilogue in which he expresses him- 
self with characteristic courtesy to _ 
the Christians of the imperial city. 
He has had some straight things to 
say in the body of the epistle, and so 
now he expresses his appreciation of 
the Roman believers and states his 
own authority as “the minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.” In a 
few, well-chosen words he reviews 
his service in the Gospel “from Jeru- 
salem, and round about unto IlIlyri- 
cum,” and declares that his practice 
has been not to enter territory where 
a Christian testimony already exists, 
to avoid the possibility of overlapping 
with somebody else’s work. This ex- 
planation is offered of his failure to 
visit Rome, where, in circumstances 
not revealed, a Christian community 
had come into existence. 

Because of this principle, Paul had 
been prevented from visiting Rome; 
but now, he says, “I can find no fresh 
field of labor in this country, and I 
have been for many years most anx- 
ious to visit you. So, whenever I do 
start on my intended journey to 
Spain, I am hoping to see you as I 
pass through Rome” (Arthur S. 
Way). Before he can start on this 
westward journey, however, he must 
go to Jerusalem to deliver the gifts 
which the churches of Macedonia 
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and Achaia have gathered for the 
relief of the brethren in the Holy 
City. That task accomplished, he 
hopes to fulfill his promise and visit 
Rome; and, he adds, “When I come 
unto you, I shall come in the fullness 
-of the blessing of the Gospel of 
Christ.” 


How Paul Reached Rome 


It is interesting to recall the cir- 
cumstances in which Paul eventually 
reached Rome. Pursuing his stated 
purpose, he went to Jerusalem, where 
he discharged his obligation as the 
messenger of the Gentile churches. 
While there the enmity of the Jews 
flared up against him, and as the re- 
sult of a false accusation he was set 
on by a mob and nearly killed (Acts 
21:26-32). Rescued by the Temple 
guard, he became the victim of in- 
justice and intrigue from which he 
delivered himself by exercising the 
right of his Roman citizenship and 
appealing to the tribunal of the em- 
peror (Acts 25:10-12). After fur- 
ther delays, and a voyage which al- 
most ended in disaster, he at length 
reached Rome. The last two verses 
of the Acts summarize his circum- 
stances there as a prisoner entitled to 
live in his own hired house. Doubtless 
he was able to fulfill his desire to see 
the believers in Rome to whom he 
had addressed his epistle, but it was 
only as they visited him, a prisoner 
awaiting the convenience of the em- 
peror. 

After his first trial Paul was re- 
leased, and resumed his missionary 
travels, perhaps journeying as far 


west as to Spain. In a subsequent 


wave of persecution against the Chris- 
tians, however, he was re-arrested 
and returned to Rome, from which 
city he was translated to his heavenly 
reward through a martyr’s death. It 
was from Rome, with the sentence of 
death hanging over him, that this 
Greatheart wrote to his young friend 
Timothy: “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love His appearing” (2 Tim. 
4:7-8). 


Lesson Plan 


1. The Commission Given 

a. Christ's last command 

b. The beginning of missions 
2. The Church's Response 

a. Antioch's example 

b. “Into all the world" 
3. The Abiding Challenge 

a. Modern Missions 

b. The task that remains 


1. Included in the larger lesson for 
today is the record of the giving of 
the missionary commission in Acts 
1:4-8. In these verses we have the 
first and last reason for missions: 
Christ, our Lord and Master, has 
commanded His people to preach the 
Gospel “unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.” The minds of the disciples 
were upon kingdom offices; to this 
last moment of Christ’s visible pres- 
ence with them they expected Him 
to assert His authority as an earthly 
monarch and restore the lost prestige 
of Israel. He directed them to the 
only program by which His kingdom 
could be established among men: the 
preaching of the Gospel of His life, 
death, and resurrection, not for the 
benefit of Jews only, but for the sal- 
vation of the whole world. 

Pentecost brought the enabling. On 
the day that the Holy Spirit was given 
the power of God was demonstrated 
in the conversion of three thousand 
souls (Acts 2:41). Thus, in Jerusa- 
lem, the missionary cause was 
launched. Among those who heard 
and believed were Jews from all parts 
of the ancient world. They became 
the messengers of the Gospel to other 
places and other people ; a movement 
was begun which was to embrace 
mankind. 

2. In the official circle of the Jer- 
usalem church racial prejudices tem- 
porarily restricted the sphere of the 
Gospel message. Gradually, however, 
the circle of testimony and belief 
was widened. Scattered by persecu- 
tion, Christians carried the Good 
News to Antioch in Syria, where a 
Gentile revival convinced the church 
in the Holy City that “God also to 
the Gentiles (hath) granted repent- 
ance unto life.” This first Gentile 
church was swift to realize its mis- 
sionary obligations, and sacrificed its 
beloved leaders, Barnabas and Paul, 
to be its messengers to the heathen. 

From Acts 13 to the end of the 
book we have the record of Paul’s 
labors in Christ for the salvation of 
men. For the cost of his apostleship 
read 2 Corinthians 11:24-33. Endur- 
ing all kinds of hardship and suffer- 
ing unrelenting persecution, this great 
man of God pressed on with his mis- 
sion, for Christ had commanded and 
there could be no retreat. Today’s 
lesson passage crystallizes the splen- 
did spirit of this pioneer missionary 
and reminds us of his final sacrifice 
in the cause of Christ and His Gospel. 

3. Notwithstanding the example of 
Paul, for centuries the churches lost 
the missionary vision. Controversy 
and corruption, ecclesiasticism 
heresy, wealth and ambition, patron- 


age and Popery—these were the 
enemies of evangelism which effec- 
tively silenced the churches as mes- 
sengers of a universal Gospel of 
repentance and hope. There is shame 
in the thought that less than 200 years 
have passed since those who professed 
the name of Christ realized afresh 
their responsibility toward others, 
and further shame that since modern 
missions were begun we have been 
so slack in promoting them. 

Not many years ago Dr. John R. 
Mott said that unless we sent mis- 
sionaries to Japan we should have to 
send soldiers. That is how it turned 
out. Through our neglect fields which 
were open to the message of Christ 
have now been closed against the mis- 
sionaries. Yesterday the opportunity 
was ours; today it is lost: But there 
are still great areas of the globe where 
the name of Christ is not known and 
which as yet have no barriers against 
His messengers. What is needed to 
carry out the divine commission be- 
fore it is again too late? Men and 
women to say, “Here am I, send 
me.” Others to dedicate their pocket- 
books and banking accounts to the 
cause of Christ. And churches fired 
with a zeal for the unsaved both at 
home and abroad. 


OCTOBER 7, 1951 
Abraham, God’s Pioneer 
LESSON TEXT: GENESIS 12:1-9; 

1331417 
Golden Text: “He looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). 

During the second quarter of this 
year we had a unit of lessons on 
“Great Epochs of the Bible” in which 
we took a panoramic view of the 
broad expanse of Old Testament his- 
tory. Now we come to a quarter’s 
lessons in which we shall study in 
detail “The Beginnings of the He- 
brew Nation”—a unit which touches 
upon some of the greatest person- 
ages and most dramatic scenes of the 
entire Bible. This is a series which 
teachers should enjoy teaching, and 
which is charged with the finest ma- 
terial for indicating the claims of 
God upon our lives and the possibili- 
ties which dedicated men and women 
may realize. 

In all Scripture there is no romance 
comparable with that of Abraham. 
Because of his faith in God he is 
held up by Paul as a pattern of faith. 
Abraham's faith expressed itself in 
obedience. When God called, Abra- 
ham responded, “not knowing whith- 
er he went.” We cannot know too 
much about men of his caliber, for 
God still seeks men and women who 
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will take their orders from Him, haz- 
arding everything in unwavering 


trust. 
Lesson Material 


Although our lesson material be- 
gins with Genesis 12 we must go back 
to 11:27 for the beginning of Abra- 
ham’s story. There we learn that 
Abraham (his original name was 
Abram) lived in Ur of the Chaldees, 
which city he left with his father 
Terah with the intention of journey- 
ing as far as Canaan. At. Haran, 
however, in northwest Mesopotamia, 
about 600 miles from their starting 
point, the family settled down and 
remained until after the death of 
Terah. 

Stephen’s address (Acts 7:2) helps 
us to determine the order of events. 
He expressly states that God’s call 
came to Abraham in Ur, “before he 
dwelt in Charran (Haran).” Since 
the emphasis of Scripture is invari- 
ably on Abraham’s faith we may 
believe that his was the pioneering 
spirit. Terah’s acquiescence in the 
migration from Ur was perhaps re- 
luctant, and having reached Haran he 
was unwilling to proceed farther. 
After his father’s death, however, 
Abraham resumed his pilgrimage in 
obedience to the call of God. Genesis 
12:1-3 appears to refer to the original 
call. Leupold points out that the 
promises of these verses are seven 
in number. “For the one act of sacri- 
fice on Abram’s part there is a seven- 
fold reward” (Exposition of Gene- 
sis). The culminating promise is 
Messianic ; through Abraham’s obedi- 
ence the world was to be blessed in 
the gift of Christ. 

Sichem (in v. 6) is to be identified 
as Shechem. There, in the heart of 
Canaan, God appeared to His servant 
and renewed His promise, although 
at that time the land was still occu- 
pied by heathen tribes. 


Abraham and Lot 


Teachers will find it necessary. to 
read the whole of chapter 13, record- 
ing the strife between Abraham’s and 
Lot’s herdsmen, and the consequent 
separation of uncle and nephew. We 
note how in verses 14-15 the divine 
promise becomes more specific. Abra- 
ham had shown a spirit of complete 
unselfishness in giving Lot first choice 
of the land; but his interests were 
safe in God’s hands. The promise 
of “seed as the dust of the earth” was 
given to a man advanced in years 
and still childless. 

Having confirmed His promise, 
God invitéd Abraham to inspect the 
territory which was assigned to him 
by divine decree. In verse 18 “re- 
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moved his tent” may be rendered, 
“kept moving his tent,” indicating 
his obedience to God’s suggestion. 
Faith is surely implied here, for 
Abraham viewed the land as though 
it were already his, depending on the 
fulfillment of the Lord’s covenant 
with him. Finally, he settled in He- 
bron, and there raised his altar to the 
Lord. 


Lesson Plan 


1. God Calls Abraham 

a. Citizen of Ur 

b. Knowledge through revelation 
2. God Covenants with Abraham 

a. Blessing for himself 

b. Blessing for others 

c. The crowning blessing 
3. God Cares for Abraham 

a. Lot's tragic choice 

b. Abraham's assured inheritance 


1. It is always interesting to visit 
the birthplaces of great men. If we 


had the means we could visit the city - 


where Abraham lived—Ur of the 
Chaldees. The spade of the archaec- 
ologist has revealed a city of out- 
standing culture and convenience. 
Says one author: “Anything more 
unlike the tents in which Abraham 
lived in the land of Canaan can 
hardly be imagined. Ur was a city 
where he might have lived in com- 
fort, with all the amenities of civiliza- 
tion ready to hand” (W. H. Boul- 
ton). Like Paul, Abraham might 
have claimed to be “a citizen of no 
mean city:” But, with all its advan- 
tages, Ur was a wicked city, given 
over to the worship of the moon god- 
dess. We may believe that the spirit 
of the patriarch was grieved by this 
licentious religion and unsatisfied by 
the faith of his fathers. Says the 
Scripture: “Seek, and ye shall find ;” 
and the longings of Abraham’s heart 
brought the answer of God. 


“The God of glory appeared unto 
our father Abraham,” said Stephen, 
recounting this story (Acts 7:2). 
Human questing for truth can only 
succeed as God unveils Himself to 
the seeker. Speculation, theorizing, 
however sincere and honest, cannot 
determine the truth about God. What 
we know we must learn through 
revelation; and the wonder of the 
Gospel is that God has appeared to 
men in His Son. 

2. The revealing God was also the 
commanding God. To Abraham He 
said, “Get thee out .. .” No man can 
stay where he is after the truth of 
God has been made known to him. 
He must forsake sin and disassociate 
himself from its manifestations. Ab- 
raham was ordered to leave Ur. 
Apparently he persuaded his father, 
brother, nephew, and of course, his 
wife to accompany him. The extent 
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of his Godward trust is made. clear . 
in Hebrews 11:8: “He went out, not 
knowing whither he went.” 


But the command to separate him- 
self from his past was accompanied 
by gracious promises: the promise of 
an inheritance for himself, of a land 
of abundance for his descendants, 
and of a Saviour for the whole world. 
Such were to be the results of one 
man’s faith and obedience, glorious 
incentives to us to put God first in 
our lives, responding to His revela- 
tion of love in Christ, and making 
His commandments our guiding 
stars. 





God’s Pilgrims 
An excerpt from Bunyan’s In- 
troduction to the second part of 
The Pilgrim’s Progress. 


Tell them, that they have left their 
house and home, 

Are turned Pilgrims, seek a world 
to come ; 

That they have met with hardships 
in the way ; 

That they do meet with troubles 
night and day ; 

That they have trod on serpents, 
fought with devils ; 

Have also overcome a many evils. 

Yea, tell them also of the next, who 
have. 

Of love to pilgrimage been stout 
and brave 

Defenders of that way, and how 
they still 

Refuse this world, to do their 

’ Father’s will. 

Go, tell them also of those dainty 
things 

That Pilgrimage unto the Pilgrim 
brings. 

Let them acquainted be, too, how 
they are 

Beloved of their King, under His 
care ; 

What goodly mansions for them 
He provides, 

Tho’ they meet with rough winds 
and swelling tides, 

How brave a calm they will enjoy 
at last, 

Who to their Lord, and by His 
ways hold fast. 











3. When we commit our affairs 
into God’s hands we need no longer 
be anxious for them. The im- 
ity shown by Abraham toward his 
nephew Lot disclosed a heart con- 
fident in the sovereign providences 
of the Lord. He would not assert 
his will over Lot’s, rather would he 
give the r man freedom of 
choice. Tragic, indeed, is the thought 
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that this courtesy led to a wrong de- 
cision with appalling consequences. 

Doubtless Lot thought he was mak- 
ing a good choice when he decided 
upon the cities of the plain for his 
home. But human wisdom which does 
not seek divine aid is sure to err. 
Abraham believed God, and his belief 
made him content to leave the direc- 
tion of his life in God’s hands. How 
right he was, subsequent events prove ; 
his faith received its immediate re- 
ward in a renewed assurance of his 
ultimate inheritance. So God honors 
those who honor Him. 

Do thy duty, that is best: 

Leave unto thy Lord the rest. 


OCTOBER 14, 1951 
Jacob Receives the Promise 
LESSON TEXT: GENESIS 

28:10-22 
* Golden Text: “Behold, I with thee, 
and will keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest” (Gen. 28:15). 

Any adequate study of the story 
of Jacob would have to include all 
of the chapters of Genesis from 27 
onward. It is obvious that we cannot 
review an entire history of this sort, 
but it is necessary for teachers to 
have a general knowledge of the life 
of Jacob. The larger lesson (Gen. 
28:10-33:17) will meet this need, 
and teachers should read this com- 
plete passage with care. 

Last week we saw how God made 
promises to Abraham before he left 
Ur of the Chaldees, and how later 
in his life He reaffirmed them to the 
patriarch. The fact that Jacob was 
grandson to Abraham bears testi- 
mony itself to the fulfillment of the 
divine promise. We are not -includ- 
ing Isaac in our study but must keep 
in mind that he was born in circum- 
stances outside the ordinary course 
of nature, causing the writer of the 
Hebrews to say, “Therefore sprang 
there even of one, and him as good 
as dead, so many as the stars of the 
sky in ‘multitude” (11:12). The 
thought of God as the keeper of 
covenants should loom large in our 
lesson. He guides men and controls 
events to the end that His Word 
shall be fulfilled. 


Lesson Material 

The events which occasioned 
Jacob’s departure from home are 
probably clear in our minds, but it is 
increasingly inadvisable to presume 
upon a similar knowledge among our 
pupils. A brief recapitulation will 
be necessary, recalling Jacob’s act of 
deception, prompted by his mother 
(ch. 27). Although Jacob’s inheri- 
tance of the birthright had been as- 
sured by the divine promise given 
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at his birth (25:23), he could not 
leave God to direct events to the ful- 
fillment of that promise, but had to 
engineer things himself, first by 
bartering with Esau for the birth- 
right (25:29-34), and then by de- 
ceiving his father. 

Esau waited for his father’s death 
to take revenge on Jacob. Fearing 
for her favorite son, Rebekah con- 
trived a plan to get Jacob out of the 
way without arousing suspicion. 
Expressing concern to Isaac lest 
Jacob should marry into a neighbor- 
ing tribe, she persuaded the old man 
to send him away to her own people 
there to find a wife. So Jacob began 
the. long journey to Padan-Aram, 
which contained Haran, where the 
family of Abraham had first settled 
after leaving Ur. 


After leaving home, Jacob traveled 
for more than forty miles over very 
rough country, until he reached a 
valley strewn with rocks, near to the 
place where his grandfather, Abra- 
ham, had rested on first reaching 
Canaan (Gen. 12:8). There, using 
a stone for a pillow, Jacob lay down 
to sleep. He was farther from home 
than he had ever been, and it is 
likely that he considered himself 
equally far from his father’s God. 
But that night he had a vision which 
told him that God was with him even 
away from home. By. a ladder be- 
tween earth and Heaven, Jacob was 
made to understand the nearness of 
God, and a voice speaking to him 
repeated the promises given to Abra- 
ham. Moreover, there was added a 
personal promise, assuring Jacob of 
God’s perpetual presence and care 
(v. 15). 


The House of God 


The next morning, with the vision 
vividly in his mind, Jacob was pos- 
sessed of a great fear. He had left 
home to avoid Esau, but he had dis- 
covered that he could not escape from 
God. Taking the stone upon which 
his head had rested, he stood it upon 
its end, and poured oil upon it as a 
sign of dedication to God. Then he 
declared a new name for the place of 
this occurrence. No longer should it 
carry the Canaanitish name of Luz, 
but it would be Beth-el, which 
means “house of God.” 

Jacob’s fear gave place to a sense 
of great gratitude. As the meaning 
of the renewed promises sank in, he 
made a vow to God. It is probably 
unjust to Jacob to suggest that his 
intentions were mercenary. What he 
said was: “If God will do so much 
for me, then I must acknowledge Him 
as my God. When He brings me 


back in peace again to my family, I 
will make of this place a shrine dedi- 
cated to His name, and will recognize 


His goodness by giving to Him a 
tenth of all I possess.’ 


1. In the home in which Jacob was 
raised there was an unforgettable, 
living testimony to the faithfulness 
of God: his own father, Isaac. To 
look upon Isaac was to look upon a 
walking, breathing miracle. His 
father and his mother were both far 
beyond the age of begetting children 
when he was born. Sarah, in fact, 
had greeted the promise of his birth 
with an incredulous laugh (Gen. 18: 
12) ; but God’s response to her faith- 
lessness was the mighty word, “Is 
anything too hard for the Lord?” 
In due time, nattire’s laws were over- 
ruled, and Abraham and Sarah were 
the proud parents of a son. 

The divine program had reaffirma- 
tion when Isaac’s children, Esau and 
Jacob, were born, for the Lord indi- 
cated that the younger son should 
have the pre-eminence, thus again 
setting aside the normal course for 


the principle of elective grace. The- 


purposes of God were unmistakably 
at work, moving toward the fulfill- 
ment of the glorious promises first 
given to Abraham. 

2. The element of tragedy which 
entered into the story was entirely 
the fault of impatient, ‘scheming 
humans. Rebekah should have known 
better than to interfere with the 
processes of God, for the assurance 
of Jacob’s leadership had been given 
to her. But, not content to await 
God’s time, she sought to hurry 
events along by employing her wo- 
man’s wit. Securing the concurrence 


of Jacob, who, as a full-grown man, ~ 


must take his full share of guilt for 
the offense, she laid her plan to de- 
ceive her husband and obtain the 
patriarchal blessing for her favorite 
son. Taking advantage of the old 
man’s blindness, she encouraged 
Jacob to lie his way through against 
the father’s suspicions, and so 
achieved her purpose. 

Her satisfaction must have been 
short-lived. The evident hatred of 
Esau for the brother who had double- 
crossed him made her tremble for 
Jacob’s safety. So she had to resort 


(Continued on Page 37) 
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Christian Education in a Democracy. Frank 
E. Gaebelein. Oxford University Press. 
305 p. $4.00. 

The breakdown of the moral fiber of life 
in America is calling many minds to con- 
sider the underlying causes. As the matter 
is studied, many people are beginning to 
look more accusingly at our entire educa- 
tional system. Within a few weeks of each 
other two volumes have appeared on_ the 
subject of education and faith. The one, 
“God in Education” by Henry P. Van 
Dusen, President of the Union Theological 
Seminary in New York, flirts with the prob- 
lem from a distance, shows a certain knowl- 
edge of the bibliography of the subject, but 
fails utterly to grasp the heart of the prob- 
lem and constitutes an illustration of the 
lack of true Christianity in education which 
is the real cause of the mess in which our 
national education finds itself. 

The present volume by the Headmaster 
of the Stony Brook School pulls no punch- 
es, but rather goes to the heart of the 
problem, faces it squarely, and comes up 
with some very practical answers covering 
every phase in educational life in our coun- 
try—whether in Christian schools or public 
schools, Christian or secular colleges, the 
church or the home. 

How far we have come in our American 
life from the foundations laid by the fathers 
in this country is illustrated by Dr. Gaebe- 
lein’s rediscovery of a passage in the “Origi- 
nal Rules and Precepts of Harvard College.” 
In 1643 this document was drawn up and 
the institution which was later to become 
the greatest educational center in the world 
set forth the following advice: “Let every 
Student be plainly instructed and earnestly 
pressed to consider well the main end of 
his life and studies is, to know God, and 
Jesus Christ which is eternal life (John 
17:3). And therefore to lay Christ in the 
bottom as the only foundation of all sound 
knowledge and learning.” 

There are today ten thousand students 
at Harvard in the undergraduate and gradu- 
ate schools and the Inter-Varsity Fellowship 
has found it difficult to get more than ten 
born-again men—one man in a thousand— 
to show interest in the things of God. 
There is a University Chaplain who con- 
ducts daily services attended by approxi- 
mately twenty-five, which includes faculty 
members and their families, tourists, and a 
few paid members of the choir. 

Education in America has left its foun- 
dations. What can be done about it? The 
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New Books 


merit of Dr. Gaebelein’s book is that he 
faces the fact that a school cannot be merely 
“religious” but that there must be a total 
commitment to Christian principles if the 
religious element is not to deteriorate rapidly 
into a vague gospel that is not the Gospel. 
This commitment means nothing short of 
the lordship of Christ for the school as an 
institution in as complete a sense as the 
Bible requires it of an individual in his own 
salvation and sanctification. 

The question of academric freedom is dis- 
cussed in relation to the principle of Chris- 
tian teachers for Christian schools. Dr. 
Gaebelein says “Take by way of analogy 
the question whether or not schools and 
universities should employ avowed Com- 
munists as teachers, a question that has been 
debated throughout the country, with such 
liberal-minded educators as President Eisen- 
hower of Columbia, Chancellor -Chase of 
New York University, and President Con- 
ant of Harvard taking the stand that a Com- 
munist has no place in the academic com- 
munity, because he holds a set of beliefs 
that coerce his intellect and judgment into 
the straight jacket of the party line .. . 
Some creeds are liberating; others are stul- 


tifying. The faith that issues in surrender - 


of self to Jesus Christ as Lord of life should 
never conflict with academic freedom, be- 
cause it is the most liberating belief men 
can hold. At this point, however, honesty 
compels the admission that there are Chris- 
tian institutions where a spiritual and in- 
tellectual timidity prevails—in itself a spe- 
cies of unbelief. Such an attitude fails to 
see that it is sometimes the part of faith to 
hold a suspended judgment and live with 
uncertainties until further evidence resolves 
them. But Christian belief that dares to 
trust God for the reconciling of doubts as 
well as the establishing of certainties means 
the disciplining but never the shackling of 
the mind of man.” 

Dr. Gaebelein discusses frankly the prob- 
lem of a Christian school in recruiting its 
student body. He states “A Christian school 
must have a student body that will actively 
support its philosophy and aims.” It is 
obvious that a school cannot take all Chris- 
tians. It is obvious also, as anyone who has 
ever attended a Christian school knows, that 
there are parents who send their problem 
children to Christian schools as a last resort 
with the hope that what they have failed to 
do themselves can be done by the Christian 
school. In every Christian school there are 
some students who look upon the institution 
as a reform school. So then it is possible to 
find students in Christian schools who are 
just as wild as any of those in most secular 
schools and some perhaps even wilder. 

Several other writers collaborated with 
Dr. Gaebelein on the different subdivisions 
of Christian education—Bishop Leslie R. 
Marston helped with the preparation of the 
chapter on the public schools, Professor 
Ruth Eckert of the University of Minne- 
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sota helped with the chapter on Christian 
colleges, President Safara:A. Witmer, Fort 
Wayne Bible Institute, with the chapter on 
Bible institutions and Bible.colleges. While 
these chapters are perhaps not as strong as 
those done entirely by Dr. Gaebelein, they 
nevertheless contain gems which are not to 
be overlooked. ‘ 

The book deserves the careful reading 
of anyone who is connected with education 
in any way or concerned about it, especially 
parents choosing a school for their children. 

Since this book was prepared as a result 
of the formation of a Commission on Edu- 
cational Institutions of the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals a word of praise 
goes to that Association for distinct achieve- 
ment that far surpasses the work done by 
the educational leaders of the National 
Council of Christian Churches. 

D.G.B. 
Finney Lives On. V. Raymond Edman. 

Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. 250 

p., Bibliography. $2.50. 

This is a book for the present hour when 
the word “revival” is on the lips of many 
of God’s people—in prayer and in witness 
to the Holy Spirit's working in so many 
quarters of our country. It is a book that 
should encourage the Church to look for 
revival and that should warn the Church 
against accepting a counterfeit. It is writ- 
ten by a man of God who has had part in 
a revival and whose heart burns with a holy 
passion that revival might spread across the 
world in this our day. By studying the life 
and work of Charles G. Finney, Dr. Edman 
believes we shall have an understanding of 
the secret of revival. It is Dr. Edman’s con- 
viction that what Finney saw happen in his 
day can happen in modern America if the 
same methods and message are used. 

The book is admirably arranged in three 
parts dealing with the man, the methods, 
and the message. This is more than a biog- 
raphy. It is a manual of instruction. The 
most space is given to the methods of re- 
vival which are discussed under the head- 
ings, “The Pattern of Revival,” “The Price 
of Revival,” “The Perils of Revival.” 

Several important questions, such as, Is 
it possible to have a revival any time, or 
must one wait until God sends it? Can re- 
vivals be hindered? and Must there be “ex- 
cesses,” are considered in the light of Fin- 
ney’s own ministry, and Finney himself is 
allowed to speak to them. 

The chapter dealing with the price of re- 
vival is particularly searching and one can- 
not read it without self-examination and 
spiritual profit. 

Although there are extensive excerpts 
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from Finney’s pen throughout the book, 
-the last five chapters are five sermons 
preached by Finney. It is interesting to see 
how the problems of one generation are not 
different in essence from the problems of 
another. Here is Finney, preaching a hun- 
dred years”ago, and answering the question 
as to why God permits sin; or he treats of 
the popular ridicule of the earnest Christian; 
or he speaks of the tendency to take one’s 
standard of what is right and true from 
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one’s fellows rather than from the Scrip- 
tures. 

One comes from the reading of Dr. Ed- 
man's book feeling richly rewarded and in- 
tellectually stimulated, but above all, spirit- 
ually moved. This book should have a large 
reading. Under God, it can do much to 
promote the revival for which God's people 
have been praying. 

H.W.O. 


The Gospel According to Matthew. A 
Verse by Verse Exposition, by Arno C. 
Gaebelein. Wheaton, Illinois, Van Kam- 
pen Press. 629 p. $4.00. 

When a very prolific writer dies, time 
soon makes a definite selection in the midst 


of all of his works and brings the best to 
the top. 


Among the scores of volumes written 
by the late A. C. Gaebelein, his expository 
work on Matthew is one of the most 
outstanding. It is good to see a reprint 
edition of this book which is making a 
journey into the classics. Anyone plan- 
ning a study of the first Gospel should by 
all means have this book. Some of the 
most thorny problems in Bible study are 
in Matthew and Dr. Gaebelein has seized 
them with force and has given intelligent 
and. spiritual explanations, throwing a great 
deal of light on the study of the Word of 


God. 
D.G.B. 
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A WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 8) 

as revealed in the inspired Word of 
God.” This action was taken at the 
opening session of the convention 
after Dr. Robert G. Lee in his presi- 
dential address stated that alarm over 
the threat from atheistic communism 
should be no greater than that over 
“compromise as to the content and 
emphasis of the Gospel itself.” 

In his address Dr. Lee stated, 
“We are a Baptist body berated some- 
times because we are not to be in- 
veigled into ecumenical adventures 
that propose questioned unity linked 
with compromise. The vast majority 
of us believe that Christian unity in 
any body which does not adhere 
strictly to the divine principles or 
evangelical truth embodied in the 
New Testament is as impossible as 
to expect vinegar and sugar to mix, 
without vinegar losing any sourness 
or sugar any sweetness.” The con- 
vention enthusiastically supported a 
recommendation that no territorial 
restrictions anywhere in the country 
be placed on the work of their boards 
and agencies. 

The recommendation reaffirming 
Southern Baptist refusal to enter any 
Protestant union was presented by 
a committee headed by Dr. T. C. 
Gardner of Dallas, Texas. The reso- 
lution included the following: “Your 
committee notes two dangerous trends 
in the ecumenical movement: first 
the tendency toward centralization 
whick threatens the position of local, 
visible, sovereign, democratic, au- 
tonomous, authoritative, New Testa- 
ment churches, a tendency which 
tends to place authority in the hands 
of erring men instead of the unerring 
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Scriptures. Second, the tendency to 
compromise the truth of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ by recognizing as fellow 
Christian workers those who deny 
such Scriptural truths as the virgin 
birth, the diety of Christ, and the in- 
errancy of the Holy Scriptures. The 
idea of a Protestant ecumenical 
church has no Scriptural authority, 
therefore we recommend that South- 
ern Baptists refuse to have anything 
to do with it. We further recommend 
that Southern Baptists begin now to 
prepare offensively and defensively 
to meet the challenge of the changing 
conditions of American Christianity.” 
The Editor of Erernity extends his 
congratulations to the convention for 
their strong stand. 
CHURCH AND STATE 

Acting upon an appeal by a Roman 
Catholic priest, Dr. Lewis A. Wilson, 
New York State Education Commis- 
sioner, has ruled that no baccalaureate 
service may be held in a public school 
building as it constitutes the “teach- 
ing of a religious tenet.” Legal coun- 
sel for the Education department 
asserted that the ruling would not 
prohibit baccalaureate programs that 
included an invocation and benedic- 
tion and that had no other religious 
aspects. This is one more blow struck 
by the Roman Catholic Church 


against Protestantism. 

It should be noted ‘also that Rome 
here appeals to the doctrine of separ- 
ation of church and state to reach 
her ends while in every other depart- 
ment she is seeking to destroy the 
doctrine’ and to unite church and 
state and to force the state to pay the 
expenses of her schools. The decision 
was based upon an interpretation of 
the New York State Constitution. 
ATOMIC ADVANCE 

The advance in atomic weapons 
was vividly portrayed by the informa- 
tion given out concerning the test 
explosion this year at Eniwetok. Han- 
son W. Baldwin, famed military ex- 
pert of the New York Times’ staff, 
points out that the only possible con- 
clusion that can be drawn from the 
guarded summaries that have now 
been made public after the two recent 
series of tests in Nevada and in the 
Pacific is that a whole “family” of 
atomic bombs is now a part of the 
American atomic arsenal. The “fami- 
ly” must include bombs varying in 
explosive power from the equivalent 
of perhaps 5,000 tons of TNT to 
more than 120,000 tons of TNT, or 
a bomb about one-quarter as powerful 
as the type used against Japan during 
the war to one more than six times 
as powerful. 
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A Congressional observer writing 
in the New Orleans States described 
his distant view of the explosion in 
these terms, “I had a feeling I was 
standing at the gates of Hell looking 
into eternity.” A huge steel tower, 
equal in height to a multi-storied 
modern office building, was erected 
at Eniwetok and one of the middle 
sized bombs was detonated from it. 
There were several thousand tons of 
steel in the tower. All of this was 
completely vaporized and not a trace 
was left when observers came to the 
spot after the radioactivity was re- 
duced sufficiently to allow study with 
safety. Hanson Baldwin states that 
the increased strength of the new 
bombs increases the destructive area 
in square miles from 2 to 10 miles 
achieved during the last war to 20 
to 30 square miles for the present 
bomb. A New York Times headline 
describes the blast of the recent bomb 
as “apocalyptic.” 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

The Seventh Day Adventists have 
announced that under their policy of 
pacifism they will set up a work for 
training the young men of their de- 
nomination as conscientious objectors 
to act as medical corpsmen in the 
armed forces. It is announced that 
approximately 4,000 young men of 
this cult will take the training courses 
during the present summer. 
SPIRITUAL INSIGHT 

The Louisville Courier - Journal 
carries a story that at a city election 
in Paducah, Kentucky, one indepen- 
dent citizen voted for no one, but 
wrote across his ballot, “God pity 
Paducah.” This possibly showed 
more spiritual insight than voting for 
either of two unregenerate politicians. 


SCIENCE AND RELIGION 

A continuing stream of statements 
from scientists and men of letters at- 
tacking evolution comes from the 
press. One of the latest is to be found 
in The Pillar of Fire by Karl Stern. 
“There can be no incongruity between 
Science and Religion, at least not in 
the sense of belief in a First Cause, 
a Creator. As far as that first step 
is concerned, Newton and Pascal not 
only cannot have labored under any 
painful conflicts, but on the contrary 
—whatever great discoveries they 
made in the Natural Sciences must 
have confirmed the first basis of their 
belief. Their belief, in turn helped 
them to integrate their discoveries. 
Those discoveries would have re- 
mained amorphous chunks if the 
scientists had not in the back of their 
minds continuously carried the idea 
of meaningful Universe. No frag- 
ments of a jigsaw puzzle mean any- 


thing unless you are convinced that 
they are part of a whole which will 
finally turn out to be a picture. 


“Every good scientist has a cos- 


mology. He may be dimly aware of , 


it and carry it with him as an ill-de- 
fined, shadowy image, or it may be 
elaborate like that of the great Chris- 
tian thinkers of the Middle Ages, or 
that of the evolutionists of the nine- 
teenth century. It has in fact been 
shown that the evolutionist view of 
natural history, as well as the Marxist 
view of human history, are distorted 
derivatives of ancient religious con- 
cepts of the history of Universe and 
Man, and can even be traced back to 
them. There is no scientist who does 
not try to fit his findings, which are 
by their very nature fragmentary, 
into the jigsaw puzzle of some uni- 
versal idea. For this reason I think 
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The difficult field of Moslem North Africa 
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Yet Christ's command is that repentance 
and remission of sins should be preached 
in His name among ALL nations. 
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that a perfectly atheistic scientist (if 
there is such a thing) would have to 
labor under serious inner conflicts. 
Reason must be perfected by faith.” 


LIFE AS DISCIPLINE 

José Ortega y Gasset, the Spanish 
philosopher, in The Revolt of the 
Masses writes as follows: “Contrary 
to what is usually thought, it is the 
man of excellence and not the com- 
mon man who lives in essential servi- 
tude. Life has no savor for him 
unless he makes it consist in service 
to something transcendental. Hence 
he does not look ‘upon the necessity 
of serving as an oppression. When, 
by chance, such necessity is lacking, 
he grows restless and invents some 
new standard, more difficult, more 
exigent, with which to coerce himself. 
Thus is life saved as a discipline — 
the noble life. Nobility is defined by 
the demands it makes on us—by obli- 
gations, not by rights.” 

If this is true for the unsaved man 
who merely wishes a high standard 
of living, how much more must it be 
true for the believer who is enjoined 
to bring “into captivity every thought 
= S) obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 
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BETHANY 
(Continued from Page 21) 


our lives will be fruitful and our church 
will be fruitful when we come to real- 
ize that everything must bring the 
Lord Jesus Christ into view. 


When we put together the three ac- 
counts of the anointing of Jesus, we 
find that in each case the action of 
the worshiper was criticized. Judas 
protested, “some protested,” the dis- 
ciples murmured “to what purpose this 
waste?” Well, we know that He un- 
derstood the motive behind her action, 
it was not waste but worship. The 
world still sees no beauty nor comeli- 
ness in our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
Peter tells us that “to you therefore 
which believe He is ‘the precious- 
ness.” We have precious faith, preci- 
ous promises, precious blood, but He 
is altogether lovely, He is the precious- 
ness. 


Now this same passage takes us up 
to our fourth point. Bethany is the 
place of effective testimony. In verse 
10 we read, “the chief priests consulted 
that they might put Lazarus also to 
death; because that by reason of him 
many of the Jews went away, and be- 
lieved on Jesus.” You see Lazarus was 
a living demonstration of the power 
of the Gospel. He had been dead and 
buried and the Lord Jesus stood in 
front of his tomb and called him forth 
and he had been loosed, he had been 
freed and now he was alive and 
and women flocked to see him, to see 
Lazarus who had been dead and who 


was now alive. 


General Osbourne of the Salvation 
Army was asked what was the most 
striking thing he saw during his world 
tour. He replied that in a large au- 
ditorium in New York he was invited 
to see a corps of Salvationists every 
one of wiiom had been a hopeless and 
incurable drunkard, but now every 
one was converted and was serving the 
Lord within the ranks of the Salvation 
Army. They had all been dead and 
bound in tres and sins, and the 
Lord Jesus had called them forth, re- 
created them and set them free. Those 
Jews came to see Lazarus. We do not 
read that he said anything or that he 
wrote anything, but his life, the fact 
that he was alive,- was irresistible. 

We can speak, and teach, and 
preach, and witness, but unless our 
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lives underline what we are saying, 
we may as well be silent, because the 
life in the long run is more convinc- 
ing. When Moses came down from 
the mountain-top, he did not know 
that his face was shining, but the 
Israelites knew it and that he had 
been with God. And in the New 
Testament, we remember that when 
the Jews saw the boldness of the 
early disciples they took knowledge 
of them that they had been with 
Jesus. I come from a region where 
they work in clay, and I have seen 
the rough Arab carts bring in great 
loads of crude unlovely.clay, and then 
I have seen them work the clay until 
it is fit for the wheel, and then they 
fashion it into a thing of exquisite 
beauty, and when the light shines 


through it, it becomes almost a living ° 


thing. It is said that St. Francis of 
Assisi spent so much time in prayer 
and devotion that the very marks of 
the cross appeared in his hands and 
feet. Well, that is legendary, but I 
know something more certain than 
that. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 
3:18, “We all, with open face behold- 
ing as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” If we are 
utterly yielded to Him and He has 
His full way in the clay of our lives, 
then He can transform us increasing- 
ly into His fair image. 


Finally, we have at the end of 
Luke’s Gospel, something which 
Christ is always wanting to do. “He 
led them out as far as to Bethany.” 
Matthew Henry tells us that Bethany 
means, “the House of Sorrow.” I do 
not think he is right, but it is sug- 
gestive. Remember, there had been 
death and resurrection there, and we 
can only know Him in the power of 
His resurrection, when we are made 
comformable unto His death. He led 
them out, lifted up His hands and 
blessed them, and even as He blessed 
them, He was parted from them and 
ascended, and we read that “they 
worshiped Him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy and were 
continually in the temple praising and 
blessing God.” 

So that is the conclusion. He does 
not leave them there at Bethany; He 
does not leave them after one experi- 
ence, He leads them ever on and out. 
So may we, individually and collect- 
ively, represent Bethany to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, may we receive Him, 
heed Him, find Him precious, allow 
Him to transform our lives and lead 
us out into fuller and more abundant 
life. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from Page 30) 


to cunning once more to smuggle 
Jacob out of the home, and get him 
beyond the reach of Esau. For her 
it meant loneliness and for Jacob 
exposure and exile. But when men 
and women take their own course 
against the commandments of God 
they must accept the consequences. 


3. God’s grace toward men is never 
extended on the basis of merit; if it 
were, none of us would experience 
it. He takes the most unlikely people 
and makes them the subjects of His 
unfailing mercy, that the glory may 
be entirely His. To Jacob, fleeing 
from a deeply-wronged brother, the 
Lord revealed himself as the ever- 
present One, and confirmed to him 
the promises given originally to 
Abraham, and renewed to Isaac his 
father. We recall the words of John: 
“Herein is love, not that we loved 


God, but that He loved us, and sent 


His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins” (1 John 4:10). The marvel 
of divine grace is the unworthiness 
of its recipients. 


Impressed by God’s revelation of 
imminence and care, Jacob paid his 
vows. In the light of greater mercies 
still— the mercies of Bethlehem and 
Calvary —what shall be our re- 
sponse? God has come nearer to us 
in Christ than He ever came to Jacob. 
He has given to us prospects more 
glorious than those of Canaan. Con- 
templating the wonders of His cove- 
nant of grace, what shall our answer 
be? 
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HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH 
(Continued from Page 24) 


to have the first offers of pardon 
made to them, through that blood 
which they had just shed. “Begin,” 
said He, (after His charge to the 
apostles to preach repentance and re- 
mission of sins in His name among 
all nations), “begin at Jerusalem.” 
And there, where but a short time 
before, their Lord had been crucified, 
there did His apostles open the Gos- 


pel embassy, and in His stead beseech - 


sinners to be reconciled unto God. 


But a little while after, He raised 
up a persecuting blasphemer, Saul, as 


a pattern of His abounding grace to . 


others of a similar character, and sent 
him to the Corinthians with the over- 
tures of redeeming mercy; and you 
cannot but recollect, that after the 
apostle had enumerated some of the 
worst and vilest classes of sinners, 
who, if justice had taken its natural 
course, must have been forever ex- 
cluded from all hopes of salvation, 
he adds, “and such were some of 
you; but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God.” 


Indeed, after such instances as the 
Scriptures everywhere afford us, of 
the efficacy of the blood of Christ, in 
sanctifying some of the greatest sin- 
ners that ever lived upon the earth, 
what ground can any of you have tc 
despair of mercy. Surely, if: you 
perish after all, it can only arise from 
obstinate unbelief and a heart alto- 
gether hardened in determined im- 
penitence. In truth, if you reject 
Christ, perdition must be your por- 
tion, whether your sins are compara- 
tively few or many, since it is only 
His death that can make atonement 
for the smallest human guilt; and if 
you are not pardoned through the 
death of Christ, only one sin added 
to your natural corruption, and ag- 
gravated by the rejection of your Sa- 
viour’s merits, will sink you into ever- 
lasting destruction; an acknowledg- 
ment of this Bishop Beveridge forci- 
bly makes in his private thoughts on 
religion, “I believe, (says he), that 
as the worst of my sins are pardon- 
able by Christ, so the best of my 
duties are damned without Him.” .. . 


View the stupendous scheme of re- 
demption throughout, and you will 
see such infinite depths of love in 
every part of it, as must, if you have 
any sense and feeling, fill you with 
astonishment and admiration, with 
gratitude and thankfulness. - What 
but the love of God could ever have 
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moved Him to think of saving such 
a world as this? Consider the Saviour 
provided for a sinful world, not an 
angel, not the highest creature, but 
His Son, His only-begotten, His well- 
beloved Son, who from all eternity 
lay in His bosom, and was dearer to 
Him than all the angels of Heaven, 
and what but love could have led Him 
to provide such a Saviour. 


Consider the manner in which God 
sent Him into the world, even as a 
gift, a free, unmerited gift, and on 
the behalf of creatures, who neither 
deserved nor desired such a favor, 
but even when it should be offered 
them, would be disposed to despise 
the giver, by refusing to accept the 
gift; and though He knew all this, 
and a great deal more, yet God gave 
His only begotten Son, whom the 
apostle very properly calls, His un- 
speakable gift, and whom nothing 
but His love for millions of lost souls 
could possibly have led Him to part 
with. ... 

“It is of faith,” says the apostle 
(Rom. 4:16), “that it might be by 
grace”; and indeed what other way 
of salvation could either have secured 
the honor of saving us to God, or 
have rendered salvation at all possible 
to us. 


If any of you say, I would believe 
but I cannot, faith is the gift of God, 
and it is He alone that must enable 
me to believe to the salvation of my 
soul,— though I admit the general 
truth, yet I cannot allow it as an ob- 
jection for your not believing, and 
much less can I admit it as a plea for 
your unbelief. You say, that faith is 
the gift of God, but do you ask it of 
Him encouraged by the promise, “ask 
and it shall be given you, seek and 
ye shall find, knock and it shall be 
opened to you?” ... 

If conscience bears you witness in 
the Holy Spirit, that what you know 
of Christ, and what you desire from 
Him, thus operate on you, it is a 
good sign that the grace of faith has 
been imparted; or if, even now, you 
find a determination formed within 
you, to forsake your sins and take 
Christ for your Saviour, you may, 
and you ought to encourage your- 
selves with the persuasion, that for 
your, sakes the declaration of my text 
was made. ... 

I conclude with the words of God 
Himself, Jeremiah 6:16, “Thus saith 
the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls.” 


THe Enp 
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THE CHURCH 
(Continued from Page 23) 

we need a Saviour. We see, from 
the Word, that a Saviour has been 
provided for us. Soon faith springs 
in our hearts. “Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the Word of 
God.” By faith we recognize what 
God demands, we recognize that we 
cannot meet the demands, but we see 
that God has made provision where- 
by those demands can be met in 
Christ. We accept the provision made 
for us. At the same time the Holy 
Spirit takes the Word of God and 
causes faith to be born in us. As nat- 
ural men and women, our minds, our 
reasons, our emotions are in absolute 
rebellion against God. The “natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolish- 
ness unto him, neither can he know 
them, for they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” The Spirit removes the 
blindness from our eyes, the hardness 
from our hearts, and delivers us from 
spiritual death unto life eternal. We 
are taken from the place of the curse 
into the place of blessing. 


The question may be asked, “What 
is our relation to Abraham, Moses, 
and David, to all the saints of the 
past ages?” We readily admit that 
there can be no doubt of the fact that 
they were saved. But the Scripture 
speaks of them as the friends of the 
Bridegroom. We, the redeemed, are 


the Bride. They are the servants, we 
are the sons; they are subjects of the 
King, we are members of the Royal 
family, as the Bride. 


What is our purpose as the Church 
of the Lord Jesus? Nothing in the 
Word would give us the right to be- 
lieve that we are to be a political king- 
dom. Nothing in the Word would 
allow us to believe that we are to re- 
form and make the world better, ex- 
cept as it: is blessed by our conduct 
in the measure that we follow our 
Lord, manifesting the fruit of the 
Spirit in our lives. Again and again 
we are exhorted to “commend the 
Lordlikeness of God.” We are to live 


on earth as the people of Heaven. We- 


are not to conquer the world. We are 
to call out from it a people for His 
name. We are to go forth and wit- 
ness, carrying the Gospel to the utter- 
most part of the world until He 
comes. 


Organization vs. Organism 


The difference between the Roman 
church and the true Church is the 
same as the difference between an 
organization and an organism. You 
can join an organization; you must 
be born a part of, and grow into an 
organism. An organization is power- 
less apart from external force; an 
organism throbs with life. The or- 
ganization seeks its interests in this 
world; the organism seeks its inter- 
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lay her hands; the true Church is 
made up of the redeemed. 

The true Church is not visible. It 
is found wherever there are true 
believers. The true Church does not 
seek to crush its opponents, it leaves 
all judgment “till He come.” Its au- 
thority is the Holy Spirit who takes 
the Word and convicts the saints of 
righteousness, and the lost of sin. 
True unity is not found in outward 
enforcement, but in a humble attitude, 
believers yielding themselves to the 
revealed truth. The true Church does 
not rely upon carnal weapons, but on 
the Spirit of God alone. 


Our Credentials 


What are the credentials proving 
that the true Church is spiritual and 
not carnal as is the Roman church? 
The true Church has that which 
Rome can never give. The true be- 
liever possesses peace with God. “Be- 
ing justified by faith we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 5:1). The heart of 
the true believer no longer fears 
death. He knows the sin question has 
been settled. Again, he has the wit- 
ness of the Spirit which assures him 
that he has become a child of God. 
“His Spirit beareth witness with my 
Spirit that we are the children of 
God.” Though we cannot analyze it, 
though we cannot explain it; there 
comes to us the assurance that we are 
Ged’s children. 

And then there is a desire to live 
for Him. Our lives are changed. 
“We are new creatures in Christ 
Jesus.” All things are become new. 
The things of our past sinful life do 
not satisfy us now. We can no longer 
rest in spiritual ignorance. Once we 
have found ourselves in the sunlight 
of His truth, we want to do that 
which is pleasing to Him. This is the 
real Church of which the Bible speaks 
—the true Church of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The Church’s one foundation, 
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word; 
From Heaven’ He -came and sought her, 
To be His holy Bride 
With His own blood He bought her ; 
And for her life He died. 
Elect from every nation, 
Yet one all o’er the earth, 
Her charter of salvation, 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One Holy Name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, 
“With every grace endued. 
Tue Enp 
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BE STRONG IN THE LORD 
(Continued from Page 20) 


implies this when he says: “Above 
all, having raised up the shield of 
faith, wherewith you will be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the Evil 
One” (v. 16). The more active we 
are in our Christian testimony the 
more severe will be the attacks of the 
enemy. From all angles the missiles 
of the foe will descend upon us. Men- 


tal, spiritual, and physical will be 
their nature. But we are not to 
despair. Faith is the remedy. Not 


our faith, but the faith of Christ. 
“The shield of the faith,” says Paul. 
Were we to defend ourselves with 
our faith, we would be destroyed in- 
stantly. It is His faith that sustains 
us. We are to recognize what He can 
do for us and what we cannot do for 
ourselves. The enemy may come in 
like a flood but He will raise up a 
standard against him. When He is 
for us no one can be against us. He 
is our Shield and Defender. We need 
trust Him alone. 


Head and Heart 

We come to the second set of pieces 
which makes up dur equipment as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ. Salva- 
tion and the Word. In the light of the 
context, I believe that Paul has in 
mind by the term “salvation,” sanc- 
tification, that is to say, the manner 
in which we are to live. It is the 
helmet of salvation, the headpiece, 
which is a protection for the brain, 
the home of the mind. In speaking 
of our conduct Paul always refers to 
the mind—a renewed mind. “Let this 
mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus.” “. . . and be ye trans- 
formed, by the renewing of your 
mind. ...” Paul would have us see 
that when various situations arise 
which call for a decision we are to 
remember that we are saints, believers 
in Christ. We cannot decide as the 
world decides on the basis of worldly 
standards. We must remember that 
all our decisions afe to commend the 
glory of our Lord. 

Then we need the “sword of the 
Spirit which is the Word of God.” 
The Bible acts as a scalpel whose 
cutting edge can clear away all our 
false motives. Self must be pruned 
from the vine of His planting. The 
Word will be the sanctifying agent 
to keep us clean and pure. Our 
thought life will follow the will of 
our God. Our conduct will be pat- 
terned after our Divine Lord and we 
shall adorn the doctrine which has 
been committed to us. 

Just as truth and righteousness are 
not to be separated, neither are sanc- 
tification and the piercing Word. 
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Many true believers have broken fel- 
lowship with their Lord simply be- 
cause their head and their heart are 
not in agreement. Their minds have 
reasoned on earthly premises about 
given things and have reached an 
unsatisfactory conclusion without 
God. Their hearts long for Him but 
their heads rebel against Him. They 
have no joy in their Christian life. 
But when the mind is guided by the 
searchlight of the Word, there is no 
difficulty. Our doubts are cut away. 
The mind is purified from its unclean 
thoughts. The presence of the Lord 
is ever before us. 
Watch and Pray 

Prayer is the final piece of the 
equipment. It is, as it were the pol- 
ish, which enables us to keep our 
armor bright. It is the part we play 
in our fellowship with God ; through 
His Word He speaks to us, and 
through prayer we speak to Him. We 
express our needs to Him. We make 
our requests known. He delights to 
answer us. We receive great strength 
from answered prayer. By standing 
and beholding “the salvation of our 
God” we learn to have great confi- 
dence in our God and Father. “Pray- 
ing always with all prayer and sup- 
plication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplication for all saints” (v. 18). 
In the term “‘watching” we have the 
idea of sleeplessness. We are ever 
to be on the alert. We are not to be 
“asleep at the switch.” When we 
least expect him Satan will come to 
overwhelm us. If we are not actively 
living the life of a saint, if we are 
not continuously at war with the foe, 
we shall be overcome. We must be 
ever awake to our spiritual danger. 
We must “persevere till He come.” 

In the remaining verses of the 
chapter, the great apostle writes his 
farewell words. As an ambassador 
in bonds, he desires the believers at 
Ephesus to pray for him. Though a 
prisoner in Rome, he delights in the 
fact that he is spiritually free—free 
to keep on reporting the good news. 
He assures them that Tychicus, the 
bearer of this letter will tell them 
how the Lord is using him at Rome. 
Paul closes this great letter with a 
benediction. 

We have come to the end of our 
study. We have seen that in our 
complete ruin in sin God recreated 
us in Christ as His masterpiece— 
His poem, to walk as His saints be- 
fore the world. This is “Operation 
Heaven!!” And until He come may 
we live that heavenly life on earth, as 
saints—the redeemed sons and daugh- 
ters of God our Father. 

Tue Enp 
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ETERNAL LIFE 
(Continued from Page 11) 


Thank God you can be saved now. 
The early Methodist preachers were 
called the “now” preachers because 
they offered salvation on the spot. It 
is not something to be received at 
death or after death; it is something 
that is received now. If you do not 
possess this life before you die, you 
will never possess it. It is for you 
now ; it is a present possession. “Now 
is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.” What about 
you? Have you this life right now? 
Can you say “I have been born again? 
I have eternal life?” 


An Instantaneous ential 


Again, it is an instantaneous expe- 
rience. It must be. Birth is always 
a crisis, and spiritual birth is no ex- 
ception. Every one of us can point 
to some definite day when he was 
born. So, too, the new birth must be 
a crisis experience. It may take a long 
time to get to it, but when it happens, 
it is instantaneous. 


Search the New Testament. If you 
will examine each and every case of 
conversion, you will find that every 
one was instantaneous. There were 
the 3000 on the day of Pentecost. 
They were born again that very day. 
In the morning they were lost. Before 
the day ended they had been saved. 
Each one had passed out of death and 
into life. Paul’s conversion was in- 
stantaneous. It happened on the road 
to Damascus. While he was riding 
his horse he was unsaved. He had 
nothing but natural life. But before 
he arose from the ground he had been 
saved. He was able to look back and 
speak about it years later remember- 
ing:the very day, the very moment. 
The Philippian jailor had the same 
experience. When he went to bed, he 
was lost. A few months after he got 
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up, in the middle of the night, he was 
saved. When the sun set, he had nat- 
ural life. When it rose, he had 
spiritual life. During that one night 
he passed out of death and into life. 

How else could it be? Suppose I 
offer you a gift. There is a: moment 
when you do not have it. The next 
moment you have it. Eternal life is 
a gift. There is a time when you do 
not possess it. There is a time when 
you do. There must be a monient 
when you accept it. It could not be 
otherwise. There is no known case 
of gradual conversion. Life is always 
instantaneously -received. 

When did it happen with you? 
Where did it take place? Was there 
ever a time when you walked down 
an aisle, when you knelt at an altar, 
when you went into an inquiry room? 
Have you accepted Jesus Christ: as 
your Saviour?, How did it happen? 
You may not know the exact moment 
or even the exact hour, but do you 
know that the work has been done? 
Are you sure that you have had such 
an experience? If so, let me say 
again, it was instantaneous. 





A Knowable Experience 


Then, too, it is a knowable experi- 
ence. “These things have I written 
unto you that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). Not 
that ye may hope or guess, but that 
ye may know. Do you mean to tell 
me that you are alive and yet you 
don’t know it? Have you life and 
are you unconscious of it? 


Years ago when I was a missionary 
to the Indians, a worker from one of 
our most prominent denominations 
heard me say that I knew I was 
saved. She thought I was most pre- 
sumptuous. “Do you not know?” I 
asked. “Certainly not,” was her an- 
swer. “I cannot possibly know until - 
the Judgment Day. Then God will 
tell me -whether I am saved or am 
lost.” I looked at her in amazement. 
“And yet you have come away out 
here to be a missionary to tlie In- 
dians ; you are going to urge them to 
become Christians, and you do not 
know whether you, yourself, are a 
Christian. You are going to ask them 
to be saved and you are not sure as 
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to whether or not you are saved. You 


expect to offer them something that 
yen may not have yourself. Surely 


— did not know 1 John 5:14 then. 
If I had, I would have read it to her 
at once, for that verse settles it. 
“These things have I written unto 
you that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life.” Not that you are going 
to have eternal life some day, not that 
you will have it after you die, but 
that you have it mow. And it says 
you can know. It does not say that 
you are to hope or guess or think you 
have eternal life. It says plainly and 
emphatically that you know. There- 
fore there can be no doubt about it. 
You can know that you are saved. 

Is it not strange that you are posi- 
tive about everything else except 
this? Suppose I ask you such ques- 


‘tions as these: “Are, you married? 


Have you children? Have you had 
your dinner?” You do not answer, 
“I think so. I hope so.” You answer 
definitely either “yes” or “no.” Yet 
when it comes to salvation you hesi- 
tate. I wonder if it is because you 
have never yet been born. again. Is 
it because this experience never has 
been yours? Is that why you do not 
know? Does that explain the reason 
you are not sure? It is impossible 
to have such an experience and yet 
not to know it. 

God’s Word is very definite. And 
if you are not sure, then if I were 
you, I would not rest day or night 
until I knew. Better to be unsettled ; 
better a thousand times to be filled 
with doubt and conviction; better to 
be disturbed until you can neither 
sleep nor eat, though you have eternal 
life, than to be lulled into the sleep 
of death, only to awaken on the other 
side, and make the terrible discovery 
that you have never been born again 
after all. “Make your calling and 
election sure.” Leave nothing to 
chance; it is too important an issue. 
Know beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that you have eternal life. 

This is one of the greatest verses 
in the Bible. Let me quote it: “God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life.” 

The first word is “God,” Salvation 
therefore starts with God. You and 
I did not initiate it. Nineteen hun- 
dred years ago Jesus Christ cried, “It 
is finished.” Even before then God 
planned it. You had nothing to do 
with it. It was all of grace. It starts 
with God. 

“God hath given.” Salvation is a 
gift. You cannot earn it, work for 


it, or merit it. As a matter of fact 
you cannot get it unless you are will- 
ing to accept it as a gift. 

_ “If thou knewest the gift of God” 
(John 4:10) remarked Jesus to the 
woman at the well. And Ephesians 
2:8, 9 is most emphatic: “For by 
grace are ye saved through faith ; and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” Thus, salvation is a 
gift, absolutely free; and not a prize. 
It must be received as a gift if it is 
to be received at all. 

The debt has all been paid, paid in 
full, and God now offers eternal life 
free. “The gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom. 6:23). This is the only plan 
upon which He saves. He has no 
other. 

Will you not have it? Will you not 
accept His Son? Can you refuse such 
a gift? Would you accept a present 
from an earthly friend and reject 
the gift of gifts from God? What 
base ingratitude! You can commit 
no greater sin than that of rejecting 
Jesus Christ. Everything else that 
you ever did fades into insignificance 
in the face of your refusal of the gift 
of God. He is your only hope. If 
you spurn God’s offer of salvation in 
Christ, you are lost eternally. Oh, I 
beseech you, confess your utter 
worthlessness, admit your inability to 
pay for your redemption, and simply 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s 
“unspeakable gift.” 

“God hath given to us eternal life.” 
Well, here it is. This piece of paper 
represents eternal life. Now, “God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son.” I take a piece 
of paper. I put it in a book. And 
just as the paper is in the book, so 
eternal life is in Christ. It is not in 
the church, it is not in morality, it is 
not in religion, it is in Christ. Unless 
therefore, you come to Christ you 
will never get it, for you will never 
find it except in Him. 

Now look at the next statement. 
“He that hath the Son hath life.” If 
I have the book, I also have the piece 
of paper. If I want the paper, I will 


have to go to tlte book for it, for that * 


is where it is. God has placed eternal 
life in His Son, and now He says, 
“He that hath the Son hath life.” 
Therefore, you do not have to worry 
about eternal life; you only have to 
ask yourself one question, “Is Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, my Saviour?” 
Now see the last statement in the 
text: “But he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life.” There is no 
life apart from Christ. If I do not 
have Christ, I do not have life, and 
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if I do not have life, I am lost. No 
wonder Jesus said, “Ye must be born 
again” (John 3:7). “This is life eter- 
nal, that they might know Thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). 
Do you know Him? Or do you only 
know about Him? 


You may have thought that salva- 
tion meant being religious, becoming 
a good church member, obeying cer- 
tain commandments, living an upright, 
moral life—a dead, cold, formal some- 
thing that man must do. Now you 
know that salvation is linked up with 
a Person — Christ; that life, eternal 
life, is embodied in Him, and that to 
be saved means a new birth through 
which comes the life of God Him- 
self ; and that the moment you receive 
Jesus Christ into your heart, you pos- 
sess that eternal life without which 
you must perish. Christianity does 
not consist in outward form and cere- 
mony ; it has to do with the heart. It 
is an inner experience. “As many as 
received Him, to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on His name” 
(John 1:12). It is a matter of re- 
ceiving a Person — the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Let me beseech you to believe the 
message, open the door of your heart 
to Jesus, and let Him come in! He 
is waiting even now to enter. Yea! 
He is pleading for admission. Listen! 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock; if any man hear My voice, 
and open the door, I will come in” 
(Rev. 3:20). Can you resist Him? 
Would you keep Him standing longer 
outside? Can you bear to hear Him 
knocking and still not open the door? 
Will you not do your part? He will 
not force you. And remember, the 
handle is on the inside only, your side, 
and you must open the door. The 
moment you do that, He will enter. 
“T will come in,” He declares. Will 
you let Him in? 

There is only one reason that men 
and women do not have eternal life. 
Here it is: -““Ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have life” (John 5:40). 
They refuse to come to Christ. And 
if you reject Jesus Christ, then you 
too will never have eternal life. It 
will be your own fault if you are lost. 
God has provided eternal life for you. 
He has put it in Christ. Christ has 
been offered to you. If you refuse 
to come to Him, if you will not ac- 
cept Him, then you cannot have life, 
and without it you will never see 
_ Heaven. I beg you, therefore, to ac- 
cept Christ, and to accept Him now, 
for you will then be “born again.” 
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DAILY MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from Page 18) 


and He is going to keep them. Nothing 
that man can do can alter the certainty of 
the divine Word. God has sworn by Him- 
self, and it shall come to pass. Though 
Ishmael. mocks, yet God abideth faithful. 
He cannot deny Himself, and the failure 
to keep His Word would be such a denial. 
LORD, MAY WE FEAST UPON THE MAR- 
VELS OF THY CERTAIN WORD. si 


BREAD AND WATER (21:14) 

Could not a man as rich as Abraham 
have done something more for his own child 
and the mother? Could he not have given 
them meat, and cakes made of fine flour? 
He had these things at hand. It is certain 
that he had been very grieved the night 
before, but now he is rising very early in 
the morning and is sending them away even 
as the Lord had confirmed to him the 
divine approval of the verdict given by 
Sarah. There could not have been any spite 
in what Abraham was doing, and so we 
have no doubt that he was acting according 
to God's instructions. Certainly, if this be 
so, it will teach us that even though God 


promises to make a great nation of Ishmael 
for Abraham's sake, it cannot be said that 
it is through any merit of Ishmael, for it is 
now shown that Ishmael has no claim on 


God, or Abraham, for anything at all. Even, - 


the commonest blessings are a gift of the 
grace of God. 


LORD, WE CONFESS THAT IN OURSELVES 
WE HAVE NO CLAIM ON THEE. 


September 26 

PUTTING IT ON HER SHOULDER (21:14) 
Abraham, could you not have spared one 
ass out of all your herds? It must have been 
an affectionate and touching farewell, but 
Abraham was stedfast in his obedience to 
the Lord. We cannot know how much of 
the spiritual significance of this act was 
understood by Abraham as he stood there 
putting bread and water upon the shoulder 
of the woman who had borne him a son. It 
takes the revelation of the New Testament 
to teach us fully the astounding meaning 
of that which is happening here. Hagar 
must go because she represents Mt. Sinai, 
the law, and the law must go before grace 
can be brought to triumph. It is amazing to 
think that this ancient family quarrel was 
designed by God and reported by Him in 
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meticulous detail in order to teach us that 
the legalists would always hate the children 
of grace, and that the former would have 
to be cast out by the latter, but this is so. 
LORD, TEACH US TO MAGNIFY THY 


GRACE. 
September 27 
HE SENT HER AWAY (21:14) 
There was no other way. God will not 
have grace mocked by the law. The legalism 
must be cleansed from the life of every be- 
liever if there is to be a strong walk of great 
joy in the God of all grace. The New 
Testament leaves us no doubt of the mean- 
ing; “As then he that was born after the 
flesh persecuted him that was born after the 
Spirit, even.so it is now” (Gal. 4:29). The 
implications of the contrast between the 
then and the now in that verse are very 
important. Indeed the very same things 
are ground of offense to the carnal man in 
this day, as were in the days of Ishmael. 
He cannot endure that any persons should 
be marked by God as His favored and 
peculiar people. The very name of “saints” 
and “elect” is as offensive to this world as 
that of Isaac was to Ishmael, because it im- 
ports a preference in the Father's estimation 
of them. 
LORD, MAKE US HUMBLE THROUGH THY 


GRACE. 

September 28 
LET ME NOT SEE THE DEATH OF THE 
CHILD (21:16) 

We can see the total lack of faith in the 
heart of Hagar. God had said to her the 
first time she had been forced to flee from 
Sarah, that He would multiply her seed 
exceedingly, so that it could not be num- 
bered for multitude (16:10). She should 
have believed the promise. But she repre- 
sents law and it must be understood that 
legalism never can comprehend the life of 
grace through faith. How different was the 
same promise received by the father of her 
child! Abraham looked at the deadness of 
his body and the deadness of Sarah’s womb 
(if we take one translation of the verse) 
and disregarded the circumstances com- 
pletely. He looked at death and saw life. 


Hagar looked at her live son and saw death. 
LORD, GIVE US THE REALITY OF RESUR- 
RECTION FAITH. 
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September 29 

fea UP HER VOICE AND WEPT 
Lack of faith brings abundance of tears. 

The Lord had told her that her child should 
live and that out of him would come a mul- 
titude. Yet she is crying in the wilderness 
because she failed to take hold upon the 
Word of God. We can learn much from 
Hagar, for this is and must be the attitude 
of the Christian who does not lay hold upon 
the great promises which have been freely 
given to us from God. It was just as certain 
that Ishmael would remain alive and live to 
bring forth seed as it was that Isaac would 
remain alive and fulfill the same purpose. 
Yet Hagar is moping and pining because 
she has not fed upon the Giver of the Word, 
to know that He cannot lie. Hagar is the 
forerunner of those queer people who die 
of starvation with pockets full of money, 
and bankbooks sewed in their clothes. And 
she is the forerunner of many Christians 
who will not see the rise and sweep of the 
eternal promises which tell us that the just, 
by faith, shall live. 
LORD, MAY WE LEARN THAT TO LIVE 
ABUNDANTLY DEPENDS ON BELIEVING. 

September 30 
AND GOD HEARD THE VOICE OF THE 
LAD (21:17) 

Hagar was doing the weeping, and it was 
she who had the lack of faith, for it was 
she who had received the promises. There is 
no record that God listened to her weeping, 
but here we find it written that He heard 
the voice of the lad. God can never listen 
to the sighs of unbelief. If the promises 
are there, we can cry and sigh from dawn 
till dark yet He must remain in silence be- 
cause the Word is there to do the talking 
for Him, and we are responsible for know- 
ing the Word and following it, putting into 
practice every precept which we know. 
When we do this we shall be carried on to 
know more. Once more the wording of the 
promise carries us back to the love and 
grace of God. He hears the cry of the 
young man’s need, even though it is not 
recorded in the narrative. 

LORD, REMEMBER THY COVENANT WITH 
ABRAHAM AND CHRIST. 
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Hebrew Christians In Israel Suffer Doubly 


Hundreds of thousands of Jews entering the new State of Israel 
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Chicago 25, Illinois Dept. N Toronto, Ontario 














48 





Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print it. 


Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends, and for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concerning 
these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 


82 
We are asked to pray for the son 
of a medical missionary to Korea 
now in school in this country and in 
poor health. His mother requests 


prayer for his deeper consecration 


and yieldness to God’s will. 


83 
A widow in Spring City, Tenn., 
asks prayer for the salvation of her 
sons and for God’s blessing on the 
one in his work and the other in 
school. 


A reader in San Jose, California, 
wishes to be remembered in connec- 
tion with an operation she had in July. 
She is looking forward to complete 
recovery. 


HE IS FAITHFUL THAT 
PROMISED 


63 

The reader whose prayer request 
was printed under this number in 
June writes: “Your prayers and good 
wishes for my well-being are deeply 
appreciated. My health has improved 
—I1 expect a complete healing for 
every need of every kind. I rejoice 
with profound gratitude for the gift 
of God: power and love and a sound 
mind, and the love that casts out 
fear. There is vastly more to be 
thankful for than I can enumerate.” 
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PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE offers only courses which pro- 
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the Lord better through His Word. They are designed to train 
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Evangelical Teacher Training Association) 


MISSIONARY LANGUAGE COURSE 
GOSPEL MUSIC COURSE 

POPULAR BIBLE LECTURES (one evening per week) 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE not only offers courses TUNED 
TO THE WORD but is also ALERT to the TEMPO OF THE TIMES. 
The newly renovated eight and one-half story building provides 
adequate space for pleasant dormitory living for approximately 
300 students, as well as up-to-date classrooms, library, auditorium, 
offices, book store, dining room facilities and recreational rooms. 
Over $75,000 is being spent to make the building useful, attractive 
and worthy of being called the home of Christian students. 


Philadelphia 


* Dr. William A. Mierop 
Bible President First Classes in both 


Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr. 


Institute in day and evening schools 


1800 ARCH STREET e PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. e@ DEPT. E begin on September 5. 


Philadelphia School of The Bible Bible Institute of Pennsylvania Write TODAY for information. 
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CHAPTER 


Make It 
Your Crowning Chapter... 


at The King’s College 


King’s is a strong Christian liberal arts college situated 
delightfully on the Delaware River near New Castle, 
Delaware. Because of its size and location, students 
enjoy a seclusion and personal attention that is lacking 
in many larger city colleges. Investigate the unique 


values offered by The King’s College today! 


PERCY 8. CRAWFORD 
Founder and President 


CHAPTER | 
Remember grade school? You've come a long way 
since then . . . learned to judge things by intrinsic value 


rather than size. 


CHAPTER Il 
High school was another important chapter in 


your “Book of Learning.” Education began to have a definite 


bearing on life and its choices. 


CHAPTER III 


Now you're about to begin the climactic chapter—your 


college training. You probably didn’t choose your elementary 


or high school, but you must choose your college. 


DLL 


KING'S COLLEGE, DELAWARE 


Make it a wise choice. 





